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This invention relates generally to shoes, 
and has more particular reference to novel 

- laces therefor. 
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The invention has for an object the provi 
sion of laces for shoes, which may be laced 
into the shoes, and which obviate the neces 
sity of loosening said laces upon placing the 
shoes on the feet of a wearer, or removing 
the shoes from the feet of the wearer. 
The invention has for a further object 

the provision of laces of the-class'described, 
which can be manufactured and sold at a 
reasonable cost, and‘whichare convenient 
and desirable in use. I 
For further comprehension of the inven 

tion and of the objects and advantages there- ' 
of, reference-will-be had to the-following 
description ‘and accompanying drawings, 
and‘ to the appended claims in which ‘the va 
rious novel features of the invention Iare 
more particularly set forth. 

Referring. to the accompanying drawing, 
forming a material part of this disclosure‘: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a shoe'hav 
ing the invention device applied thereto. 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary sectional view, 
taken on the line 2—-2 of'Fig. 1. ' r 

Fig. 3 is‘ an enlarged fragmentary view 
ofFig.1. \_.--\ Y , 

Fig. 4 is a pers ective view of a shoe lace 
constructed accor ing to this invention. ' 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view of Fig. 4 but 
disclosing a modi?cation of the invention. 

I Fig. 6 is a top elevational viewvof the end 
ing disc of the shoe lace as used in the in 
‘vention. _ .. I . 

Fig. 7 is a top elevational view of an end 
ing disc constructed according to a modi 
?cation of the invention. . ' i 

Fig. 8 is a- top elevational view of another 
modi?ed form' of an ending disc. ' 
The reference numeral 10 indicates gener 

ally- ashoe having ?aps 11 designed to be 
laced together. Elastic lace material 12 is 
provided with a split eyelet 13 clamped onto 
one end and a metallic tip 14 clamped 
onto the other end. The ?a s' 11 have the 
customary holes 15 reinforce by eyelets 16. 
_The tip 14 1s passed through the eyelets 16 
so that the eyelet 13 is disposed beneath 
the lowermost aperture 12 on one ?ap 11 
and the tip 14 of, another. lace‘ is passedv 
through the lowermost eyelet 16 of the other 
?ap 11. The laces are then laced in any 
customary manner until the top eyelets 16 
are reached. Ending discs 17 are forced 

.the lace 12. - 
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onto the laces at points adjacent the said 
top eyelets‘16, and the portions of the laces 
past these ending discs are cut off. The 
laces are preferably laced so that the end 
ing discs 17 are beneath the ?aps 11. The 
ending discs 17 consist of circular members 
having a pair of cutouts 18 entered from op 
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posite sides thereof, and the method of at- , 
tachment to the laces includes the stretching 
of the laces so that they become very thin, 
the widths of the cutouts 18 just accommo 
date the laces when in this stretched condi 

65 

tion and the laces are passed through the ' 
cutouts as shown in Fig. 4. Upon releasing 
the laces return to their normal diameters 
and thus ?rmly hold the end discs. Near 
the center‘ of the discs,ithe cutout portions 
are enlarged to accommodate the lace '12 
and the latter is lain in indentation 18', in 
the center of the disc between the cutout 
portions. . _ ‘ ' _ 

The modi?cation illustrated in Fig. 5 dis 
closes an eyelet 13" that has no split, on the 
lace 12, and a wedge. pin member 19 forced 
into the eyelet ?rmly holding the eyelet to 
the lace ‘12. A hook 19, integral'with the 
eyelet, may also be provided for the same 
purpose." \ 

Fig. 7 discloses an end disc 17’ formed 
with three cutouts 18, two entered from one 
side, and‘ one-entered from the other side 
and,betwee'n the ?rstimentioned cutouts. 

' Fig. 8 discloses another end disc 173 pro 
vided v‘with clamped members 20' having 
notches 21 and hingedly connected as at 22. 
Fingers 23 project from the members 20, and 
springs 24 act against these fingers to nor 
mally urge the clamp members in closed po 
sition.‘ Struck-out stops 25 from the clamp 
members abut the sides of the cutouts 18 of. 
disc 17a determining'the closed position of 
the clamp members. The springs 24 ‘are en 
gaged on pins 26, projecting from the disc 17“ 
and between pins _ 
disc 17‘. The disc 17‘al has the usual pair 
of cutouts .18. The clamp members 20 are 
somewhat ?exible so that the stop members 
25 may be 
members to swing’ open for the insertion of 

The‘operation of the invention consists in 
applyinglaces as described to shoes. -Once 
these laces are applied to slices they need 
not be'loosened to ermit the removal of the 
shoes from wearers feet, or the placing of 
shoes on said feet. The shoes are removed 

27 also projecting ‘from the ' 

pressed down to allow the clamp‘ 
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by merely forcing the shoe from the foot, 
the laces l2 stretchin and allowing this. 
The shoe may be rep aced on the foot by 
manually forcing ?aps 11 apart, and again 
the stretching of the laces allow this. It is 
readily seen ‘that no time is lost in needless 
lacing of shoe laces, and at the same time, 
the shoe is ?rmly held on the foot of a 

“ wearer by laces. . 

While I have illustrated and described the 
preferred form, construction and arrange 
ment of the several elements employed,>it 
will be understood that the device is never 
theless, susceptible of considerable modifica 
tion therein, and I therefore reserve the 
right and privilege of resorting to all such 
changes as may be fairly embodied within 
the spirit and scope of the invention as 
claimed. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by 
United States Letters Patent is: 

1. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with an elastic lace, of an end 
disc formed with cutouts entered from oppo 
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site sides and of a width to accommodate‘ the 
lace when in stretched conditions, and laced 
between the cutouts. 

2. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with .an elastic lace, of an end 
disc formed with cutouts entered from oppo 
site sides and of a width to accommodate 
the lace when in stretched conditions and 
laced between the cutouts, and clamping 
means for acting against the laces. 
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3. In a device of the class described, the _ 

combination with an elastic lace, of anend 
disc formed with a plurality of cutouts 
entered from ‘opposite sides and of a width 
to accommodate the lace' when in'stretched 
conditions, and laced between the cutouts. 

4. An ending disc for elastic laces com 
prising a circular member having ‘cutouts 
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entered from opposite sides thereof, and of » 
a width to accommodate the laces when in 
stretched condition and laced between‘ the 
cutouts. 
In testimony whereof I have a?ixed my 

signature. ' ' 

ALEXANDER SCHAFFER. 
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