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Patented Jan. 4, 1927.‘ ' I 

~ UNITED STATES 

' 1,613,'$29 

PATENT] OFFICE.’ 
munsmr 1:.‘ nine, or cnnmnn, cnnrronnm. ' 

DISPLAY CABINET. I 

' Application ‘?led “11028, 1925. Serial No. 38,912. 

M present invention has reference to a 
disp ay and dispensing cabinet forIpacked 
commodities, especially spices having. tin 
containers. ’ ‘ ' ' I > . - 

My object is the provision of a cablnet for 
this purpose which will‘occupy- small space 
in a store or the like, and wherem the com 
modities are arranved in stacked relation in 
vertically disposed compartments having 
open faces whereby the nature of the commod 
ity will be fully 

shelf on which the lowermost container rests 
so that the last mentioned container may be 
easil removed and the remaining contain 
ers, 
tate 

A still further object’is the provision ‘in a 
cabinet for this purpose, of means for pre 
venting‘ the containers that‘ rest on the 
shelves from being accidentally removed 
therefrom, and to likewise provide the saidv 
shelves with depending frames in WlllCll 
price,cards are arrange 
A still further object is the provision of 

a device for this purpose that 15 character 
istic of simplicity in construction, which 
may be cheaply manufactured ~and which. 
will perform its functions with ease and 
with accuracy. 
To the attainment 

I other objects which will appear as the nature 

~» company and form 

40, 

4.5 

50 

55 

of the invention is better understood, refer 
ence is to be had to the drawings, which ac 

part of this application. 
In the drawings :—- " > ~ 1 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of one form 
of my improvement. >_ . 
Figure 2 is a sectional view approximately 

on'the line 2-2 of Figure 1. ‘ 
Figure 3 is a sectional 

3-3 of Figural. I ' - 

Figure 4 is a sectional View on the line 
4-—4 of Figure ‘1. ' 

'ew von the line 

. Figure'5 is a perspective view looking to-_ 
ward, the lower end of one of the‘ compart 

- ments or casings; ’ - 

Figure 6 is a central vertical longitudinal 
sectional view through anotlferform of the 
improvement. _ e I " a > 

Figure 7 is a sectional view on the‘ line 
7-—7 of Figure 6.‘ 1 , . 

In the construction of my improvement, 
as- disclosed in Figures 1 to 4 of the draw 
ings, I‘, make use of a substantially rectangu 

displayed- and also wherein - 
each compartment has arranged therebelow a I 

virtue‘ of the weight thereof, gr'avi: ‘ 
I ownwardly so that another container 
will be arranged on the shelf. 

of theforegoing andv ‘ 

lar hollow member 1 that is designed to be 
- received between the uprights for the shelves 
in a store dispensing groceries or other mer 
chandise. The member 1 is hingedly se 
cured, as at 2, to one of the uprights 3 and 
fully covers the space between the upright 3 
:and the adjacent upri ht. Suitable means 
is. emplo ed for late ing the member 1 
against t e shelving. Thus the member 1 
‘provides a door that closes a compartment 
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between the shelves and the upright supports 
therefor. In this compartment, indicated 
by the numeral 4, there are stacked packages 
of. the commodities to be displayed and dis 
pensed in accordance with my improvement. 
The member 1 may be, and preferably is, 

(constructed of metal, and the inner and out 
er walls provided thereby are divided by var- 
tically disposed partitions 5 into any desired 
numberv of equidistantly spaced compart 
ments 6. 'The partitionsv 5 are preferably 
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in the nature .of 'wooden strips so thatthe - 
compartments 6 are properly spaced from 
each other. Each compartment has its out 
er face provided with an elongatedv substan 
tially rectangular display opening 7.. The 
outer wall 8 of the member 1 terminates a 
suitable determined distance from the bot 
tom 9 of the said member. The lower edge 
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of the outer member 8 is, in‘ a line withv t e - 
‘center of each of the compartments '5, 
formed with‘ an inwardly directed spring‘ 
tongue 10. The, bottom v9 is integrally 
formed with a rear wall 11 of the member 1 
and. theaouter edge thereof is either inte-. 
grally formed with or has attached thereto 
a substantially rectangular frame 12. Each 
of these frames designed to receivethere 
in a price card 13 whereby the’ selling price 
of the commodity in the different compart 
ments; is disclosed. 

95 

The top of the compartments are open and N 
there is, insertedIin-each compartment, con-. 
tainers 14 which rest one on- the other. The 

1 weight ofv these containers is su?icient to 
overcome the tension of thespring tongues 
10 so that the lower container will rest on 
the shelf provided by the bottom wall 9. It 
is to benoted that the length of the contain 
ers is greater than the distance between the 
shelf 9 and the lower edge ofythe outer wall-_ 
8 so that liability of outward displacement 
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of the container resting onthe shelf. 9 ‘is ' 
prevented. 

Preferably and as disclosed by the draw-_ 
ings,.the rear wall 11' of the member 1 is .I'cut 

lm 
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away at the lower portion thereof and at the 
sides of the partitions 5. Also by reference 
to the drawings, it will be noted that the par 
titions 5 have their outer ends cut at a_ down 
ward angle from their juncture wlth the 
lower end of the wall 8 of the member. 1, as 
indicated by the numeral 15. By the ar 
rangement ample space‘ is provided for the 
reception'of the thumb and ?ngerof the 
operator between the lowermost'containers so 
that any one of the said contalners may be 
grasped and removed from the shelves. Also 
the angle ends 15 of the partitions prevent 
lateral movement of the lower containers. 
The improvement is ‘primarily desi ned 

for displaying and dispensing spices w ich 
are arranged in tin containers, but may, of 
course, be likewise employed with equal ef 
?ciency for displaying and dispensing other 
packed commodities. In some instances I’ 
may find it desirable to provide a revoluble 
cabinet, and have in Figures 7 and of the 
drawings illustrated such construction. In 
these ?gures I employ a base 16 provided 
with a central enlargement on its upper face 
andon this enlargement there is a. wear plate 

_ 17. The‘ wear plate is'in the nature of a disc 
and is contacted by a similar plate or disc 
18 secured on the bottom wall 19 of the ,bod 
portion of the improvement. .If desired, antl 
frictional elements may be arranged between 
the discs 17 and 18. 
The body of the improvement is the 

.showing of the drawings octagonal in cross 
section, but may, of course, present any de 
sired number 0 ‘angle faces. The top plate 
20 has arranged therein a central opening 
for the reception of avertically disposed, 
shaft 21 that passes through similar open 
<ings in the base 19, the hearing or wear discs 

' 17 and 18 and is anchored in the base 16. The 
.top plate" 20 is of a less diameter than 

' the bottom plate 19 and there is secured 
to the outer edges or faces of the plates 
19 and 20 the inner walls or plates’22 of 
a member substantially similar to the mem 
ber 1. -‘ Of course, this member has both 

‘ its inner wall 22 and its outer wall 23 
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conforming to the she. e of the plates 19 
and 20, and thereby t e casings provided 
between the walls 22 and 23 are disposed at 
inward angles.- The inner and outer walls 
22 and 23 are reinforced and connected to 
gether“ by vertically arranged blocks 24 dis 
posed at the corner portions of the plates 
17 and 20, and 'of course, secured to the said 
plates. ‘ The space between the blocks 24 pro 
:vide. compartments 25 for the packed com~ 
modities 26. The commodities are arranged 
in stacked relation and theout'er wall 23 of 
eachxof the compartments 25 has a- display 
vopening 27 ther'ethrough. The lower edge of 
this wall is also formed ‘with a central‘in-é 
-:wardly directed s ring tongue 28, similar to 
the tongues 10 an for thesame purpose. The 
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partitionkblocks 24 have their lower ends 
beveled, as at 29, similar to the beveled ends 
of the partitions 5, and for the same pur‘ 
pose. Also the inner walls 22, at the op 
posite sides of the depending and‘ beveled 
ends of the partitions, are cut-away be! 
tween said partitions and the lower portions 
of the said walls 22 are extended at outward 
angles to provide a shelf 30 for each of the 
compartments. The outer ed?e of each shelf 
is ‘formed with‘ a substanticlly rectangular 
frame 31 for- a price card. ’ . 
The display openings 27 for each of the 

compartments are ‘provided by slitting the 
outer walls 23 of the said compartments both 
longitudinally and laterally. The metal 
or at least a portion of the metal boundedv 
by these slits, isbent outwardly to‘provide 
upper shelves 32 for additional packed com 
modities 33. The shelves 32 have their. outer 
edges bent downwardly and extended‘ in 
wardly to provide open faced frames 34 for 
price cards. Each compartment 35 for the 
packed and stacked commodities 32 is formed 
y a pfreferablywooden member36 that has 

.a substantially rectangular vopening there 
through entering from its outer end, and the 
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outer wall provided by this opening is_ 
beveled‘ to correspond with the inclination 
of th'ewalls 22 and 23. This structure may 
be also arranged upon the member 1. The 
wooden memberis preferably reinforced by 
a metal strip 37 and the upper edge of this 
strip is rounded to provide a bead 38. The 
head may serve as a handheld whereby the de 
vice may be conveyed from place to place as 
occasion requires. 

Centrally arranged on the top plate 20 
there is a hollow member 39 provided with 
a top 40 that projects a suitable distance 
from the outer periphery of‘ the said mem 
ber 39. The top plate 40 has its outer edge 
formed with a downwardly extending in 
tli'rned spring head 41. 
signed to frictionally contact ‘with a packed 
container 42 which is arranged in the com 
partment provided between the outer face 
of the member 39'and the said head. The 
lower portion of the container 42 rests on 
an arched spring 43 that has one of its ends 
secured to the plate 20. v 
In both of the constructions of my im— 
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The head is de- ' 
110 

provement the stacked containers automati- . 
cally arrange themselves in a positidn to be 
removed from the containers therefor. The 
lower c0ntainers,-resting on the shelves are 
held from accidental displacement in any 
direction” and while the simplicity and ad; 
vantages of my improvement will, it is 
thought,‘ be perfectly apparent to those 
skilled in the art towhich such inventions 
relate, it is not to be limited to the precise 
details of construction herein set. forth as 

120 

other shapes, material, proportions, etc.,‘ 
may be employed. Therefore I reserve the 130 
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‘ right to make such changes as fairly ‘fall 
within the scope of'what ‘I claim without 
departing from the spirit of my invention. 
Having described the invention, I claim :— 
1. A display and dispensing cabinet for 

packed commodities, in which all of the 
packages are of a similarsize and shape, 
said cabinet comprising compartments 
‘formed of metal, the outer walls of which 
being slit longitudinally and transversely‘ 
and the metal bounded by the slit being 
bent outwardly to provide a shelf and down‘- ' 
wardly to provide a substantiallyrectangu 
lar frame and the opening thus afforded 
providing a sight opening for the compart 
ment, the outer wall of each compartment 
terminating above the inner wall thereof, 
and the inner wall having its end bent out 

’ wardly to provide a shelf andfrom thence 
20 downwardly to‘ provide a rectangular 

frame, centrally arranged inwardly directed 
' spring tongues on the lower edge of the 

_ outer wall of each compartment, the sides of 
4 the compartments having angle edges ex 
tending inwardly from the lower edge-of the 

j outer wall to the inner wall thereof, said 
compartments designed to receive therein 
the packed commodities, which by virtue of 
the weight thereof, will gravitate to cause 
the lower package to rest on the last men 
tioned shelf, and the ?rst mentioned shelf 
being designed to receive other packages. 

2. A display and dispensing cabinet for 
packed commodities,‘ comprising vertically 

disposed compartments in which the packed 
commodities are arranged in stack, and 
which by virtue of the Weight thereof, grav 
itate through the compartments, the outer 
wall of each compartment terminating above 
the inner wall thereof andithe inner wall 
having its end bent outwardly to provide a 
shelf and from thence downwardly to pro 
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vide a rectangular frame, centrally arranged ' 
inwardly directed spring tongues on the 
rear edge of the front wall of each lower 
compartment, and the sides of the compart 
ments having angle edges extending inward 
ly from the lower edge of the outer wall to 
the inner Wall thereo ~. , - , 

3. A display and dispensing cabinet for 
packed commodities, in which all of the 
packages are of a similar size? and shape, 
said cabinet comprising compartments 
formed of metal, the outer walls of which 
being slit longitudinally and transversely 
and the metal bound by the slit being bent ’ 
outwardly to provide a shelf and down 
wardly to provide a substantially rectan 
gular frame, and the-opening thus a?orded 
providing a sight opening for the compart 
ment, a shelf 'isposed below each compart 
ment to receive the lowermost packa es, 
and spring means engaging the outer ace 
of the lower package for holding the same 
from accidental outward movementon the 

' shelf. 

In testimony whereof I a?x my signature. 
LINDSEY EIPAYNE. 

45 

50 

55 

60 


