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rl‘his invention relates to sectional boxes 
or' that class in which a plurality or a series 
of nested boxes or compartments, such as 
letter boxes, may be collectively locked in 
series by means ot a master lock, and in 
which each box or compartment may be 
individually unlocked or opened by the 
o-wner'o't’ the box. 
An object of this invention is to provide 

a series or a nest of boxes mounted as a 
unit within a frame adapted to be set into 
the wall, wherein improved means is pro 
vided tor hinging the entire unit for swing 
ing movement on the frame so as to permit 
access thereto upon unlocking the master 
lock, the hinged structure being` such as to 
permit the boxes as a unit to be readily 
removed and replaced, thereby facilitating 
great-ly the assembly ol1 the boxes. 
A further object of this invention is to 

provide a sectional box construction having 
an improved finishing molding se lnreil 
thereto, the construction or". the Yframework 
and molding strips being such that the 
latter may be readily and quickly applied 
in positionand at the same time providing 
an attractive and relatively chea‘p construc 
tion. 
A >further object of this invention is to 

provide a sectional box structure which will 
be relatively simple in construction, which 
requires no considerable skill to install, 
which will be strong, durable, easy to as 
semble and take down and relatively cheap 
to make, thereby rendering it very desirable 
for large apartment houses and tenements, 
i’or instance, where it is important that 
boxes which are strong enough to withstand 
tampering be provided, and which at the 
same time may be installed at a. ini ' „nim 
labor and without requiring skilled 
mechanics.  

Other objects of this invention will 
appear in the following description and 
appended claims, reference being had to the 
acconipanying drawings forming a part or' 
this specitication wherein like reference 
characters indicate corresponding parts in 
the .several views and wherein Fig. 1 is a 
‘liront elevation illustrating a present form 
ot my invention; Fig. 2 is a sectional per 
spective view illustrating' the construction ot` 
the skeleton frame for housing` the nested 
boxes; Fig. 3 is a vertical transverse sec 
tion oi' the assembled construction; and Fig. 
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d is a fragmentary sectional plan view of lthe 
assembled construction. 

Before explaining in detail the present 
improvement and mode ot operation there 
of, l desire to have it understood that the 
invention is not limited to the details ot 
construction and arrangement or' parts 
which are illustrated in the accompanying` 
drawings, since the invention is capable ot' 
other embodiments, and that the phrase 
ology which l employ is for the purpose ot 
description and not ol limitation. 
ln the present instance by way of illus 

tration, the sectional box construction is 
shown as con’iprising` a series oft tour nested 
boxes or compartments adapted for use as 
letter boxes which may be individually 
locked and opened, and also collectively 
locked and opened by means ot a single 
master lock, but oi’ course it will be under 
stood that the invention is not limited to 
any particular number of boxes as a larger 
or smaller number may be utilized where 
desired. the present construction being il 
lustrative ot a way iu which my invention 
is applied. 
The series of boxes or _compartments are 

adapted to be mounted or housed within a 
skeleton framework 9, the nest or' boxes 
being ,formed a unit so that they can 
be readily inserted or removed from the 
framework 9 as a unit.V This skeleton 
framework 9 comprises a top horizontal 
wall 10 and a bottom horizontal wall il 
connected together by vertical end walls 
12, these parts formii'ig a rigid skeleton 
framework. The framework 9 may be 
Atermed trom suitable sheet metal and the 
top l() is bent downwardly at the rear edge 
to t'orm a vertical llange 13, and is bent 
upwardly at the 'liront edge to i'orm an 
oppositely extending vertical flange 14. In 
like manner the bottoni 11 is bent up to 
form a flange 15 at the inner edge and a 
downwardly extending flange ork skirt i6 
along the outer edge.. rthe end walls 12 in 
like manner are bent at the inner edges to 
provide inwardly extending flanges 17 and 
at the outer edges to 'torni outwardly ex 
tending flanges 18. rilhe juxtaposed edges 
ot the several r'langes may be joined or se 
cured together in any suitable manner as 
by welding or soldering. 
The skeleton framework 9 is set into a 

hole in the wall of the building and the 
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flanges 13, 15 and 17 secured in any suitable 
manner to the usual cross beams ot the wall. 
Housed within the framework 9 is a casing 
which is divided into a series or' compart 
ments or individual boxes, this casing being 
mounted on the base or bottom 11 ot the 
framework through the medium of hinge 
members which permit the :asing compris 
ing the series of letter boxes or compart 
ments to be swung into and out ot' position 
within the framework. rllhis casing com 
prises a lengthwise extending bottom wall 
19, a vertical back wall 20 and end walls 21 
forming a rectangular box-like structure. 
The casing is divided into a series of indi 
vidual compartments or letter' boxes by 
means of vertical partitions 22 extending 
'forwardly from the rear wall 20. Connected 
to the base or bottom wall 19 of the easing 
and extending lengthwise 'trom end to end 
thereof is an apron member 23. Each com 
partment or box 24 is provided with a door 
25 at the front thereof. each door extendingI 
from the upper edge oi’ the apron 23 to the 
top ot the casing. The door 25a shown at 
the right hand end of the casing is hinged 
to the end wall 21 by means ot suitable hinge 
members 26 and the remaining doors are 
hinged to the partitions 22 by means of cor 
responding hinge members 27. 
ln the pres-ent instance the several doors 

of the compartments at the lower edges 
thereof are formed to overlap the edge ot' 
the apron 23 and also when closed to abut 
against laterally extending flanges 28 at the 
front edges or the several partitions 22. 
Fach door is provided with a suitable key 
controlled lock 29 having a b'olt 30 adapted 
to cooperate in rear of a vertical flange 28 
when the doors are locked. . 
Mounted upon the base 11 ot the frame 

work 9 and secured thereto is a lengthwise 
extending hinge member 31 which comprises 
a plate having the longitudinal edges there 
of bent upwardly to form a channel member. 
A second hinge member 32 which also com 
prises a lengthwise extending metal plate 
bent at the longitudinal edges to form a 
channel member is secured to the under face 
ot the base 19 or the casing. lt will be noted 
that the channel member 32 has slightly less 
width than the channel member 31, and that 
these members are positioned in reverse re 
lation so that the flanges of member 32 will 
extend downwardly within the upwardly 
extending flanges oit the member 31. Lo 
cated on the bottom of each compartment 
is a washer plate 33 and the channel-shaped 
hinge member 32 is secured to the bottom 
ot the casing 9 by >means of screws 34 ex 
tending through each washer and through 
the bottom part of each vcompartment 24. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that 

the tiet bottom wall or the casing is detach 
ably secured by means ot screws 34 to the 
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flat horizontal port-ion of the channel mem 
ber 32` so that as a result the entire casing 
with its several compartments or individual 
let-ter boxes may be swung forwardly as 
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 3, the hinge 
member 31 being stationary and secured to 
the bottom ot the framework and the con 
struction o‘t the channel members located 
one within the other permitting the channel 
member 32 to pivot or swingl upwardly rela 
tively to the channel member 31. 
ln the present instance a casing compris 

ing a nest of tour compartments or letter 
boxes is illustrated, and cent-rally ot the 
casing a small compartment 35 is provided 
for housing a master lock 3G. This compart 
ment 35 is closed at the front by means of 
a plate 37, which is secured to the adjacent 
partitions 22, and the master lock 36 is se 
cured to the inside ot' the plate 37 adjacent 
to the top thereof. This lock 36 is provided 
with a key controlled bolt 38. 
Each compartment of the casing 9 is open 

at the top thereof to permit mail matter to 
be inserted therein. ln order to limit the 
forward swinging movement ot the casing 
the top wall 10 or the framework is provided 
at the front edge thereof with a series ot 
downwardly extending projecting stops 39. 
ln the present instance these stop members 
39 are punched or formed from the metal 
ot' the top wall 10 and bent downwardly, 
each stop member 39 projecting into one 
or the compartments. As shown in Fig. 3 
the upper edges 4-0 ot the several partitions 
22 and the end walls 21 are sloped or tapered 
inwardly, so that the front or each com 
partment is higher than the back ot each 
compartment. and the height or the upper 
edge ot the rear wall2() is such as to 'cause 
the same to engage the stops 39 when the 
casing is swung forwardly as shown in Fig. 
3. The stop member 39 which extends int 
the central compartment `35 containing the 
master lock forms an abutment for the bolt 
38 ot this lock. Thus it will be seen that 
when the key is turned in the master locl: 
36 and the bolt 38 withdrawn from the stop 
39 the casing may be swung forwardly upon 
the hinge members until the rear wall 2O 
engages the several. stops 39. In this man 
ner all of the 'compartments will be open 
at the top and the mail mattei" may be in 
serted therein by the postman. "When the 
casing is locked by means or the master 
lock in the position shown in 'full lines in 
Fig. 3 and also shown in Fig. 1, the indi 
vidual compartments are accessible only by 
unlocking each individual lock 29. 
The structure is readily assembled as ‘tol 

lows: The hinge member is first placed 
in position within the hinge member 31, and 
thereupon the entire casing 9 is slid hori 
zontally into the 'framework up'on the upper 
flat surface or the hinge member 32 until 

105 

llll 



1,612,335v 

the several openings in the washers '33 and 
in the bottom 19 of the casing register with 
the corresponding openings 1n the hinge 
plate Thereupon the vscrews 84 are in 
serted in the registering openings 1n each 
compartment and the parts secured together 
thereby. ‘Thus it will be seen that the casing 
9 comprising the nested boxes may be easily 
placed in `position or removed merely by 
sliding it into or out’of position upon the 
hinge plate 32 horizontally, the upper edge 
of the back wall 2() clearing the stops 39 when 
the casing is shifted horizontally, but when 
the casing is swung on the hinges the upper 
edge of the back wall 2O will engage the stop 
members 39 as shown in dotted lines in 

`Before the framework 9 has been placed 
in position in the wall of the building metal 
lic moulding strips 41 are mounted upon 
the several flanges 14, 16 and ‘iS-of the frame 
work. The moulding strips' comprise sec 
tions of metal which are bent into channel 
form so as to embrace the 'lianges 16. As 
shown in Fig.A 1 a single channel formed 
moulding strip is mounted upon each length 
wise extending flange 14 and 1G of the frame 
work, and a similar mouldinga strip is mount 
ed upon each vertical end flange -18 of the 
framework. The moulding strips 41 at the 
opposite ends thereof may be secured to the 
lateral iiang‘es of the framework by rivets 

F rom the foregoing it will be seen that 
by virtue of the improved flange construc 
tion of the framework 9 and the provision 
of channel formed moulding~ strips adapted 
to embrace the flanges a very cheap, simple 
and attractive moulding finish is provided 
for the sectional boxes. 

it is to be understood that by describing in 
detail herein any particular form, structure 
or arrangement, it is not intended to limit 
the invention beyond the terms of the several 
claims or the requirements of the prior art. 
Having thus explained the nature of my 

said invention and described a way of con 
sti-notingl and using the same, although with 
out attempting to set yforth all of the forms 
in which it may be made, or all of the modes 
of its use, l claim: 

1. The combination of a skeleton frame 
work, a box like casing divided into a plu 
rality of compartments supported within 
said framework, means for locking each com 
i'iartment, a master lock for locking' the 
casing“, and means for hinging` said casing,` at 
the bottom thereof for swinging movement, 
said means comprising a pair of relatively 
sliiftable hinge members located in rear of 
the front edge of said framework, said 
framework and casing,Y having detachably 
connected lo one thereof, one of said hinge 
members, to permit the casing to be bodily 
shifted into and out of the framework. 

2. The combination of supporting means, 

8 

a. swinging casing' divided into a plurality 
of compartments open at the top, a door for . 
each compartment, means for locking each 
door, a master lock forv locking the casing, 
means for hinginp, said casing at the bottom 
thereof to said supporting means for swing 
ing movement and so located that no part of 
said hinging means is accessible from the 
outside of said supporting means and its 
casing, and means for detachably securing 
one part of said hinging means to the casing 
thereby to permit the casing to be bodily re 
moved from or assembled with the support 
ing means, said securing means being acces 
sible only froni the inside of the compart 
ments when they are opened. 

3. The combination of a rectanguiar skele 
ton framework, a lbox like casing divided 
into a plurality of compartments and sup 
ported within said framework, a door for 
each compartment, means for locking each 

’ door, a master lock for locking,` said casing?, 
and a pair of channel formed hinge members 
for hinging said casing within the frame 
work, said channel formed members extend 
ing one within the other, one thereof beingl 
secured to the bottom of the framework and 
the other to the bottom of said casing. 

4. The combination of supporting means, 
a swinging casing divided into a plurality 
of compartments open at the top, a door for 
each compartment, means for locking each 
door, amaster lock for locking~ the casing, 
means for hinging said casing at the bot 
toni thereof to said supporting means for 
swinging movement and so located that no 
part of said hinging means is accessible from 
the outside of said supporting, means and 
its casing, means for detachably securing 
one part of said hinging means to the casing 
thereby to permit the casing,l to be bodily 
removed from or assembled witlr the sup 
porting means, said securing means being` 
accessible only from the inside of the co1n~ 
partments when they are opened, and stop 
means for limiting` the swinging,` movement 
of the casing. 

5. The combination of supporting means, 
a plurality of connected boxes open at the 
top, means for hinginp~ said boxes to the 
supporting' means, said means comprisingl a 
pair of interlocked m‘embers one thereof 
having a horizontal top portion forming; a 
support for the bottom of the boxes. and 
means within a box and inaccessible from 
the outside thereof for detachably connect 
in?,~ said last member to such box. 

6. The combination of a supporting` 
framework, a plurality of connected boxes 
having enclosing side and bottom walls and 
openings at the top. a pair of hinge mem 
bers located beneath the bottom wall of said 
boxes and entirely between the front and 
rear edges thereof for forming a support 
for the boxes, means located interiorly of 
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said boxes and accessible only from the in 
side for detachably connecting t-he boxes 
to one of said hinge members to permit the 
boxes to be bodily assembled and removed 
relative to said framework, a master lock 
for the boxes and a door for each box hav 
ing an individual lock. 

7. The combination ot' supporting means, 
a easing divided into a plurality of com~ 
partments, means for hinging the casing' 
to the supporting means and comprising 
a pair of channel plates secured one to said 
supporting means and the other to the bot 
tom of the casing, said plates being located 
between the front and rear edges of the cas 
ing and forming a support for the bottom 
thereof. v 

8. The combination ot' supporting` means, 
a box-like housing divided into a plurality 
of compartments, means for hinging said 
housing to the supporting' means and com 
prising a channel member located between 
the supporting means and the bott-om of the 
housing', means Within each compartment 
for detachably connecting the bottom of the 
housing to» said channel member, means for 
individually locking each compartment, and 
means for locking the housing. 

9. rl`he combination of supporting means, 
a. plurality of compartments, a channel mem 
ber carried between the bottom of the com 
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partments and said supporting means, and 
means accessible only from Within the com 
partments for detachably connecting said 
compartments to said channel member. 

l0. The combination of supporting means, 
a plurality of connected boxes open at the 
top, means for hing‘ing said boxes to 'the 
supporting means and comprising a pair 
oli cooperating hinge members, one extend 
ing within the other and connected one to 
said boxes and the other to said supporting 
means, one- of said hinge members com 
prising' a horizontal plate having the oppo 
site edges forming parallel vertical llanges. 

ll. The. combination of a supporting 
frame adapted to be inserted Within a` hole 
in a Wall, a plurality of connected boxes 
having enclosing front, back, side and bot 
tom walls and openings at the top, hinge 
means located Within said frame and ex 
teriorly ot' said boxes, means tor detach- 
ably connecting said boxes to saidhinge 
means and accessible from; the inside oi' 
the boxes, said connecting means being in 
accessible from the outside of the boxes when 
the latter are in position Within said frame. 

Signed at 1822 Park Row Building, New 
York city, New York, this 29th day oif Oc 
tober, 1924. ' 

HENRY WILHELM. 


