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This invention pertains to index guides 
such for example as division cards or folders 

' provided with independent tabs projecting 
from their edges and arranged to hold index 
strips, labels or the like, and relates more 
particularly to the means for attaching the‘ 
tab to the body of the card, folder or other 
supporting element. A preferred embodi 
ment of the invention is illustrated by way 
of example in the accompanying drawings 
in which: 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary front elevation of 
a guide card and a. tab embodying the pres 
ent invention; - 

Fig. 2 is a vertical cross-section on the line 
2—2 of Fig. 1; - 

Fig. ‘3 is a rear elevation of the parts 
shown in Fig. 1 partly broken away to indi 
cate details of construction; and. . 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary View similar to 
TFig. 1 illustrating a slight modification. 
@ne well-known and desirable form of 

index tab consists of a piece of transparent 
sheet meterial'such as celluloid doubled or 
folded to provide a pocket to receive the‘ in 
dex strip or label and having its foldsse~ 
cured to the opposite faces of the supporting 
element. For convenience in description 
such a supporting element is herein referred 
to as a “card” and may be the guide card 
of a card or correspondence ?ling system, 
but as the invention is not in any manner 
concerned with the speci?c character or 
purpose of the supporting element,v the term 
card as herein employed is to be taken in 
a generic‘sense and to include any indexed 
element including cards, folders, envelopes, 
etc, and irrespective of the particular ma~ 

. terial of which such elements may be made. 
‘While the type of tab above referred to 
forms an efficient holder for the index slip 
or label, protecting the latter from dirt and 
injury, its edges, which overlap the faces of 
the card, tend to catch on the papers, or 
other material which may be ?led between 
adjacent cards, thus interfering with the 
tree removal for consultation of such papers 
etc. and sometimes causing the user of the 

' file to overlook important documents or in 
50 formation, “while the replacement of the 

cards if withdrawn for any purpose is made 
more di?cult and the re laced cards are 
frequently left projecting a ove their proper 
position. . l ‘ g T ; 
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‘ lln accordance with the present invention 
the index tab is secured to the card in such 
a inannerlas to avoid the exposure of its 
edges to contact with the contents of the in 
dex, while providing a strong and secure 
connection between the card and the ‘tab 
which suffices to hold the parts in proper 
operative relation at all times and even after 
long continued use.) 7 ' ' v . 

In the speci?c embodiment of the inven 
tion herein illustrated the supporting ele 
ment or card is indicated at 1. At alsuit 
able point in the edge of this card a nar 
row pocket is provided, preferably by split 
ting vthe material of the card to form from‘: 
and rear plies 2, 3 respectively. The tab’ 
herein disclosed consists of a strip of thin 
sheet celluloid l bent at the points 5, 6 and 
7 to form an open-ended pocket or channel 
8 within which the index element such for 
example as a strip 9 of Bristol board, paper 
or the like is positioned. The bending of 
this strip is such as to bring its end portions 
10, 11 into face to face contact, the con 
tacting portions collectively constituting 
the attaching member of the tab. lit desired 
these end portions may be secured together 
by-the use of a‘ suitable adhesive although 
this is not essential. The attaching portion 
of the tab comprising the end members 10, 
11 is inserted in the pocket at the upper edge 
of the card 1 between‘the plies 2 and 13, and 
these plies are then secured to the attach 
ing portion of the tab by means of cement 
or other suitable adhesive. As thus ar 
ranged, the edges of the attaching portion 
of the tab are entirely concealed between the 
plies 2, 3 of the card within the substance of 
which the attaching portion is thus em 
bedded so that the edges of the tab can not 
contact with papers or other material 
?led in the index. In Fig. 2 of the present 
drawings the thickness of the tab material 
is, much exaggerated in order clearly to 
illustrate the invention, but in the practical . 

55 

60 

65 

to, 

embodiment of the invention the material ' 
of the tab may be so thin that the card at 
that portion where the tab is inserted is not 
increased materially in thickness, and the 
attaching portion may lee-considered as ly 
ing within the plane of the card. In any 
event, however, the outer faces of the card 
do not present any abruptprojection's which 
would interfere with the replacement of the 
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card in the ?le after removal or which 
would revent-the free removal of papers or 
other articles from between a series of such 
cards. ' 

In Fig. 4 the card 1“ is shown as provided 
with a tab 4“ of the same general 
type and- construction as that above de 
scribed. The attaching portion of this tab is 
also secured between separated‘ plies of the 
card but these plies are secured to the at 
taching portion by means of eyelets 12-, 13 
respectively, passing through the respective 
plies and the end portionsrof the tab. It is 
obvious that either cement or eyelets may 
be employed separately as the securing 
means, or that they may be used in conjunc 
tion if desired, but in most cases it will be 
found that the cement without the eyelets 
is su?icient for the purpose of permanently 
and securely holding the parts in assembled 
relation. ‘ ~ 

I claim: ~ 

1. An index device comprising a card di 
vided at. its edge to form opposed plies, an 

‘1,801,041 
index tab having an attaching portion dis— 
{posed between said plies, and means for 
uniting said plies and the attaching portion 
of the tab. ' ' 
’2. An index device comprising a card 

split at its edge to form a narrow pocket, 
and an index tab having an attaching por 
tion disposed within the pocket and secured 
by adhesive to the opposite walls thereof. 

3. An index device, comprising a card di 
vided at its edge to form opposed plies, an 
index member having a. thin, resilient at 
taching portion disposed between said plies, ‘ 
and means foruniting said plies and the at 
taching portion of the tab. 

4. An index device, comprising a card di 
vided at its edge to form opposed lies, an 
index .member having a thin res’ ient at 
tachin portion disposed between said plies, 
said p 'es,,and attaching portion being ad 
hesively secured together. 

, Signed by meat Boston, Mass, this 23rd 
day of February, 1923. 

- JAMES H. ‘RAND. 
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