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. The invention has reference to a con 
tainer for matches, toothpicks, and kindred 
articles; and its chief object is to provide 
a container for articles of the character in-. 
'dicated which is of attractive appearance, 
handy for every day use of smokers and 
in the household, safe when carried in the 
pocket and when lighting matches, con 
structed for temporary pse, low priced and 
having maximum space for advertisements. 
An important point, with reference to the 

7 construction of the new container, is the 
extensive utilization of the spring action of 

' the cardboard or other material of which 
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the container is made, whereby a number of 
new and useful'functions are produced. 
One ,of the advantages of the improved 

container is that loose wooden, para?in, 
paper or other, matches are always kept in 
proper position, and prevented from slid 
ing or moving in the pocket. For this pur 
. se a holding device is arranged on the 
inside of the front wall of the container 
pocket, which device is made of thesame 
material as the body of the container, so 
that the necessary springL action for the said 
holding device is thus provided. Addi 
tional spring action features are described 
in detail in the following speci?cation. 
_ Referring to the accompanying draw 
1ngs:—- - 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the unfolded 
blank from which the container is made; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a com 
pleted container opened; 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of a closed con 
tainer; " 

a 

Fig. 4 is a longitudinal section of a closedv 
container, on line A——~B, Fig. 3; ' 

Fig. 5 is a similar section on line C-D, 
Fig. 3; 

Fig. 6 is a transverse section on line E—F, 
Fig. 3. 
.As represented in Fig. 1, it will be seen 

that the improved container is made from 
a single continuous strip or blank of card 
board or other suitable resilient sheet ma 
terial which is divided by. fold-lines or the 
like into six main sections or members, 
numbered 1 to 6 and constituting, succes 
sively and respectively, a reinforcing sec 
tion or ?ap, a cover, a top section, a back, 
a front section and a holdin device; the 
arrangement bein such, there ore, that one 
entire surface of t e strip (in this instance, 
the outer surface) may receive printed mat 

ter, which can be applied thereto at a single 
operatlon, so to say. 
The reinforcing ?ap 1, which is of sub 

stantlally the same size as the cover 2, vis 
folded backward against the inner face of 
the latter and is glued, stitched or other 
wise secured thereto, so ‘that the double 
edges of the two~ply member thus formed 
provide adequate ?nger-hold in opening or 
closing the container. To prevent the ?exi~ 
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bility of the cover from being impaired by ' 
the reinforcino ?ap, however, the said ?ap 
is made a triiie shorter than the cover, and 
the. zone of attachment of the two is lim 
lted to what may be termed the inner or 
lower half of the ?ap, the upper or outer 
half being left free or unsecured. The lat 
ter half of the reinforcing ?ap may, indeed, 
be bent slightly away from the cover (Figs. 

I 2, 4 and 5) so as to press against the upper 
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portions of the matches or other articles . 
when the cover is closed, thus tending to 
check their movement in the.container. 
The outer edge 2’ of the two-ply part 

1—2 may, if desired, be slightly curved or 
otherwise shaped, instead of being straight, 
as shown; and the adjacent corners 10, 11 
and 10', 11’ of said part may be, and pref 
erably are, cut away for the purpose of pre 
venting the edges of the said part from 
touching the ?ngers holding the container 
when opening and closing the same, as well 
as of giving the container an attractive ap 
pearance. 
The top section 3 serves to connect the 

cover 2 and the back 4, and is‘ relatively 
small or short as compared with those parts. 
It provides the space necessary for the ex 

7 pansion of the pocket hereinafter referred 
to, and it enables the double ?ap to remain 
?at, whereas the front and back of the 
pocket are caused to bulge outward when 
the pocket is ?lled. This pocket is formed 
by the coaction of the back 4 and front sec— 
tion 5, the latter part being folded inward 
toward the former and secured thereto at 
its side edges by metal wires, clamps, or 
other suitable means indicated at 20 and 
21. It is to be observed, however, that such 
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connection is limited to the upper portions , 
of the said edges of the parts, and that 
the lower portions thereof are left free and ' 
unsecured (Fig. 2) ; the resilience or spring 
iness of the cardboard causing the unse~ 
cured edges to move outwardly away from 
each other. This spring action is utilized, 
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on the part ,of'the front section 5, to nor 
mally maintain in outwardly-projecting 
position a fastening tab or tongue 9, which 
is formed by cutting a suitably-shaped slit 
in the lower portion of said section and 
which ‘is initially forced outward by the 
pressure of the inner ends of the matches 
when the same are introduced into the 
pocket; such tab being directed toward the 
upper end of the container so that it can 
engage the edge 2’ of the cover. The lower 

_ portions of both members 4 and 5 are bulged 
or expanded by the spring action aforesaid, 
as indicated at 32 and 33 (Fig. 2), so that 
their curved or rounded edges provide a 
convenient ?nger-hold, as will be apparent. 
The holding device 6, which constitutes 

the sixth and last section of the stri or 
blank, is located at the opposite end of the 
latter from the reinforcing ?ap 1 and con 
sists of a serrated or indented ?ap or ex 
tension which forms a series of members of 
triangular or other suitable shape. 
members are adapted to be folded inward 
against the inner face of the front section 
5 alon their base line 31, which, of course, 
is the Junction line of the parts 5 and -6, and 
they are normally pressed back and held in 
that position by the matches'when the con— 
tainer pocket is full, but as the matches are 
withdrawn, the resilience of the members 
opposite causes them to move individually 

' in an outward direction so that they'?nall 
extend laterally across the pocket (Fig. 6 
and thereby prevent sidewise movement of 
the remaining matches. It is to be under 
stood, in this connection, that the pocket is 
designed to receive matches or simllar arti 
cles in a loose state, as distinguished from 
cards or sheets of matches, the matches ?ll 
in the pocket and causing it to expand or 
bu ge, such bulge decreasing as the pocket 
colla ses consequent upon the removal of the 
mate es. 

The usual striking surface may be pro 
vided, and may be arranged either upon the 
lower portion of the outer face of the back 
4, as indicated at 26 in Figs. 4 and'5, or 
upon‘ the outer face of the cover 2 ad]acent 
its free edge 2’, as indicated at 25in Figs. 
1, 3, 4 and 5. Both surfaces may be utilized, 
as represented in Figs. 4 and 5 or either sur-' 
face alone, if desired. In both arrange 
ments, it will be observed that the danger 
of accidental ignition of the matches re 
mainin in the pocket is practically elimi 
nated, for in the case of the surface 26, the 
back 4 forms a protecting shield betweeni 
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the lighted match and the matches in the 
vpocket; and in the case of the surface 25, 
that surface cannot be used until the con-' 
tainer is closed.v . 
As previously. stated, one entire face of 

the strip or blank of cardboard can be util 
ized to receive printed matter in the form 
of advertisements, etc.; and such matter can, 
of course, be applied thereto at a single op 
eration. When the blank is folded and its 
parts fastened‘ together as above described, 
to form the ?nished container, the printing 
will appear upon the outer faces of the vari 
ous parts, thus providing ample space for 
advertisements of comparatively large size. 

I claim as my invention :— v‘ ' 
1. A container for loose matches and sim_ 

ilar articles, comprising a continuous strip 
of resilient sheet material consisting of six 
interconnected sections, to wit: a cover, a 
reinforcing ?ap of substantially the same 
size as the cover folded against and secured 
to the inner face of said cover, a back, a 
relatively-small top section ‘connecting the 
adjacent edges of the cover and back, a 
front section folded inward toward the back 
and coacting with the same to form a pock 
et for the matches, and an inwardly-folded 
member on the front section adapted to 
press against the loose matches and hold 
them in place in the pocket. . ' 

2. A container, according to claim 1, in 
which the holding member embodies a plu 
rality of separate parts which are normally 
forced against the inner face of the front 
sectionby the pressure of the loose matches 
but which are individually movable in an 
outward direction when the adjacent match 
es are withdrawn. 

3. A container for loose matches and sim 
ilar articles, comprising a continuous strip 
of resilient sheet material embodying a 
back, a cover, a front section folded in 
ward toward the back and secured thereto 
at its'side edges, said front section and said 
back coacting to form a pocket for the 
matches, and a serrated member on the free 
end of the front section, the teeth of which 
are folded within the pocket and normally 
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forced against the inner face of said front- . 
section by the pressure of the matches, but 
are individually movable in an outward di 
rection when the adjacent matches are with 
drawn. ' 

In testimony whereof I have affixed my 
signature. > ' 

Hueo KARL SAKOWSKI. 


