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To all whom it may concern : > 
Be it .known that I, PETER AUGUs'r Nonn 

LING, a subject of the King of Sweden, re 
siding ‘at Gottenborg, Sweden, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve; 
ments in Hooks; and I do hereby declare 
that the following is a full, clear, concise, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the 
same. 
The present invention relates to hooks 

of the type comprising a body part formed 
with a mouth which is closable by an arm 
pivoted to said body part and opening out 
wardly. ~ 
In hooks of this type there has been pre 

viously proposed to provide a catch for 
locking the arm in closed position, a spring 
being arranged to move the arm into open 
position when the catch is disengaged from 
the arm. In these prior hooks, however, 
the catch is projecting out from the body 
part of the hook and, therefore, it is liable 
to be accidentally disengaged from the arm 
when the hook comes into contact with 
other objects. _ 
In accordance with the present invention 

the catch is ?tted in a recess in the body 
part of the hook in such a manner that no 
portion of the catch projects out from the 
recess past the profile of the hook, and, 
in combination therewith, the closurearm 
is actuated upon by a spring adapted to 
move the arm into open position when the 
arm is released from the catch. 
By this combination the advantage is 

attained that, if the catch by some fault or 
by the presence of a foreign body, for 
instance dirt or the like, between the co 
acting surfaces of the catch and the arm 
does not come into engagement with the 
arm,‘ the latter opens itself automatically. 
If the spring were not present such a de 
?cient catch would likely not be observed 
since the catch is concealed m the recess. 
This fact is of importance, for instance, as 
regards tethering of animals. 
An embodiment of the invention is illus 

trated in the accompanying drawing in 
which Figure 1 shows the hook partially in 
section in closed position. Figure 2 shows 
the hook seen in the direction of the ar 
row in Figure 1 and Figure 3 is a view of 

j the hook in open position. 

In the drawing, 1 denotes thebody part‘ 
of the hook having at one end the loop 5 
and at the other end the mouth It which is 
clrosable *by the arm 2 pivoted ‘to the part 
1 by the pin 3. :The end of the arm ‘2 that 
is carried by the pin 3 is fitted in a recess 
'6 in the ‘part 1 and ‘is actuated upon a 
spring 7 tending to move’the arm into open 
position as shown by Figure 8. In the ‘re- ‘ 
cess 6 there is arranged a catch 9 pivotally 
carried by a pin 8 and actuated upon by 
a spring 11 ‘tending to force the catch 
against the adjacent end cf the arm 2. By 
engagement with an o?set 10 on the end of 
the arm 2 the catch 9 holds the arm 2 in 
closed position. As evidently , shown by 
Figures 1 and 3, the catch 9 has such a 
shape and size that no portion thereof pro 
jects out from the recess past the pro?le of 
the hook. As shown at 13, the edges of the 
recess 6 are bevelled in order that the op 
erator may reach the catch more easily 
with his ?nger. - 
As soon as the catch is raised from en 

gagement with the o?set 10 the arm 2 is 
swung outwardly by the spring 7 and the 
hook is open. ‘When the hook'is to be 
closed the arm 2 is moved towards the 
mouth 4 whereby the catch 9 will auto 
matically engage with the ollset 10 and se 
cure the arm in closed position. If the catch 
has got out of order or if it by any other 
reason does not come into engagement with 
the offset 10 the arm 2, when released, will 
be moved into open position. ' 
By the above description it will be un 

derstood that the opening and closing of 
the hook is carried out by simple grasps 
so that it can be used by everyone without 
any ‘di?iculty. 
What I claim is :—' 
1. A snap hook including a body part 

provided with a recess and having an eye 
at one end and a hook at the other end, 
a spring pressed lever pivoted in the re 
cess and adapted to close the hook but nor 
mally tending to open outwardly, an oiiset, 
on the inner end of the lever, a‘ spring 
pressed pivoted ‘catch arranged entirely 
within the recess and normally engaged 
with the offset on the lever but adapted to 
be manually lifted from engagement there 
with to permit of opening of the lever and 
the outer end of the catch bearing against 
the inner end of the bolt when the latter 
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is released to also assist in the maintenance 
of the lever in open position, substantially 
as and for the purposes set forth. 

2. A snap hook including in combination, 
a body part having a recess, an eye pro 
vided at one end thereof, a hook formed 
with the opposite end thereof, a double 
armed lever pivoted to said body part in 
cluding a short arm arranged'within the 
recess anda long arm adapted to close said 
hook and to open outwardly, the short arm 
being engageable with one end of the recess‘ 
to limit the outward swinging of the lever, 
a pivotal catch transversely disposed in 
said recess, an offset on the end of the short 

i-‘arm of said lever, an o?set on the catch 
adapted to co-operate With the offset on the 
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short arm so as to hold the lever in closed 
position, the catch being so arranged that 
no portion thereof projects from‘ the re 
cess beyond the pro?le of said body part, one 
end of the catch being accessible to the op 
erator’s ?nger at one side of the body part 
to permit of said catch~ lifted away from 
the lever, a spring provided to hold the 
catch into engagement with the lever, and 
a separate spring acting upon the long arm 
of the lever for moving the leyier into open 
position when released from the catch, sub— 
stantially as herein described. 

In Witness ‘whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand. 

PETER AUGUST, NORDLING. 
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