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To all whom it may concern: I ' - 

Be it lmown that I,‘ Jnssn G. BATES, a 
citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the city of Chicago, in the county of 
Cook and State of Illinois, have invented‘ 
certain new and useful Improvements in a 
Stapling Machine; and I do hereby ‘declare 
that the following is' a full; clear, andiexact 
‘description of the same, reference being bad 

10 to the accompanying drawings, and to the 
numerals of reference ‘marked thereon, which 
form a part of thls‘speci?cation. 
This invention relates to an improved 

-- stapling machine adapted to be manually 
_ 15 o erated-to cause staples to be automatically 

- discharged one at‘ a time and forced into 
_ engagement, with one ofthe walls or sides 
of a wooden box for the ‘purpose of sup ly 
inga means whereby address cards or la els 

3° ofany descriptionmay be easily secured‘in 
place “on a wooden container. 

It is an object of this invention to pro 
vide‘ a stapler adapted to be manuallyop 
erated to rst cause‘ a staple to be cut from 

2‘ a-staple strip and then cause the prongs of 
the severed staple to be forced through the 

_; card and into the material of the ‘container 
vfor the purpose of holding the card securely 

80 in place, . g , . g 
I " t is also an object of this invention to 
provide a stapler which when manually op» 

.. erated causes a. staple to be cut from a ma 

86 

4° ram device‘ to ?rst automatically out OK a‘ 

50-‘ controlled handle for the 

vterial strip and then rammed into the mate 
rial on which the stapler is a plied.v 

It is a further object of. this invention to 
provide a stapler for fastening address cards 
on wooden shipping crates and the like, said 
stapler havin a spring controlled’ handle 
mechanism‘ w ich when operated causes a 

staple from a staple strip and'then ram the 
prongs of said cut oil staple through the 
material which is to be secured in place 
without bendin said prongs. 

It is a still urther object of‘ this inven 
tion to provide a stapler wherein-a'stri of 
integral y connected staples is adapte to 
be automatically fed'beneath the ram. each 
time the machine is operated by a spring 

mitting the ram to cut“ 0 
staple from said sta 1e strip 
prongs of‘said cut 0 strip t r 

and ram the 

éTIII‘POSG o1',per- 
*the innermost _ 

ough‘ the 'ma- - 

terial and into a support to hold the ma-~ 
terial secured in place thereon. 

_ It is an important object of this inven 
Mon to provide an improved stapler of sim 
ple, light and effective construction adapted 
tole readily operated by one hand and ap 
plied for the purpose of securing shipping 
tags or cards to wooden shipping crates, 
containers, supporting walls, etc., by indi 
vidually causing staples to be cut from a 
staple strip‘and then causing the prongs oi' 
the out 01f staple to be automaticallylforced 
through the material and into the support 
without bending the staple prongs. . 

_Other and further important objects of 
this invention will be I apparent from the 
disclosures in the speci?cation and the ac 
companying drawings. 

This invention (in a‘preferred form) is 
illustrated in the drawings and hereinafter 
more fully described. ‘ _ 

On .the drawings: _ 
Figure -1 is'a side elevation of a stapler 

embodying the principles of this invention. 
Figure 2 is a front elevation thereof. 
Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional view 

taken on line III—-III of Figure 1'.) 
Figure 4; is an ‘enlarged vertical section 

taken on line IV-IV ofQFigure 2 with parts 
broken away and with parts shown in ele 
vation. ~ ' ' . 

Figure 5 is a vertical section taken on 
line V-—V of Figure 1 with parts shown in 
elevation. . a ' 

Figure 6 is a sectional view similar to 
Figure {showing the control springs ‘com 
pressed andthe ram parts imposition ready 
to be released by the control lever to cause 

-a' staple to be cut oil’ from a'staple strip arid 
then rammed into a 
like. ~ 

Figure 7 is a transverse detail section 
taken on line VII-VII of Figure 4. 
Figure 8 is a transverse detail section 

taken on line VIII-VIII of Figure 4. 
Figure _9 is a vertical detail section taken 

on line IX-'—IX of Figure 1.‘ ' 
Figure. 10 is a fragmentary detail section. 

taken on:lin'e X—.-X of Figure 4. 
- As shown on the drawings: ‘ 
Reference numeral 1 indicates a .cylin 

wooden board or the 

drical casing vor housing havin a cylin 
drical steel plug or block 2' rigi y secured 

OFFICE‘. > 

55 

60 

70 

75 

80 

90 

as 

100 

105 l 



25 

30 

35 

on 

2 

in the lower end thereof by any suitable 
means. The casing sleeve 1 and the block 
2 are radially reamed out or cut to a?ord 
a longitudinally directed slot 3 which Opens 
through the bottom of said casing 1 and 
said plug 2 as illustrated in Figures 4 and 
10. The plug 2 is also ground out or cut 
at right angles to the slot to afford a pair 
of oppositely disposed staple guide grooves 
4. The plug 2 also has provided therein ‘a 
radial recess or chamber 5 which communi 
cates with a slot in the casing 2, said slot 
forming a part of the chamber 5 as illus 
trated in Figure 6. The chamber 5 is dis 
posed in the same plane as the slot 3 and 
is wider than said slot. The casing 1 is also 
provided with a longitudinal slot a short 
distance from the lower end of said casing 
as illustrated in Figures 4 and 6. Remov 
ably secured to the casing’l above the slot 3 
and projecting through the plug 2_ is a 
mounting screw 7 which servespto rigidly 
hold the lower end of a strap spring 8 se 
cured on the exterior of the casing 1. _The 
upper end of the strap spring 8 is provided 
with a stop hook 9 (Figure 4) which 1s_also 
positioned so that the stop hook is permitted 
to project through an opening 10 in the 
casing 1‘. v .7 
The stop hook 9 affords a stop agalnst 

which a hardened steel plate or lug 11 (Fig 
ure 4) is adapted to contact to limit the up 
ward movement of a cylindrical plunger or 
ram 12 which is slid-ably mounted within 
the casing 1. The plate or lug 11 is rigidly 
seated in‘ a recess provided in the ram 12. 
The ram 12 is provided with a longitudinal 
slot 13 to permit sliding movement of .said 
ram. The ram 12 is also provided with an 
‘axial bore or passage 1.4 and with a pair of 
oppositely disposed longitudinal grooves or 
slots 15 (Figure 5). _ , ' 

Slidably mounted on the exterior of ‘the 
upper end of the casing is a sleeve 16 hav 
ing rigidly secured at right angles thereto 
an arm or handle 17 to permit manual -down-. 
ward sliding of said sleeve 16 when it is de 
sired to operate the stapler. The upper end. 
of the sleeve 16 is closed by a cap 18. A 
notch or slotted disk 19 is ‘held in place 
upon the upper end of the sleeve 16 by 
means of said cap 18. Rigidly secured on 
the under side f the late 19 is a disk or 
ring member 20 the mi dle portion of which“ 
is provided with an integral collar 21. En-. 
gage-d around the collar 21 is the upper end 
of an outer control spring 22 which is dis 
posed within the sleeve 16 and has the lower 
end thereof engaged around a collar 23 
which is integrally formed on the middle 
portion of a plate or disk 24. The plate 24 
is rigidly secured on the upper end of the 
casing 1. The control spring 22 normally 
acts to hold the sleeve 16 in its upper posi 
tion as illustrated in Figure 4. The upward 
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movement of the sleeve 16 is limited by 
means of a pair of hooks 25 (Figure 5) 
which are formed on the lower end of the 
arms of a U-shaped strap 26 the bight of 
which is seated upon the plate 19 with the 
arms of said strap extended through notches 
in said plate 19kdownward1y through the 
upper-‘portion of the sleeve 16 and through 

70 

notches in the plate 24 permitting the lower »~ 
hooked ends 25 of said U-shaped member 26 
to project into the ram guide grooves or 
slots 15. The hooks 25 are positioned to en- ' 
gage beneath hardened steel plates or plugs 
27 which are rigidlyv secured in the sides of 
the upper end of said ram 12 (Figure 5). 
The control spring 22 thus acts to hold the 
slidable sleeve in its upper normal position 
with the hooks'25 contacting the hardened 
steel plates 27 thereby limiting the upward 
'movement of the sleeve 16 on the casing 1. 

Rig-idly ‘secured to the middle portion of 
the upper plate 19 within the ca 18 is the 
upper end of a plunger rod 28. The plunger 
rod 28 extends downwardly through the col 
lar 23 of the lower plate 24" and projects 
into the upper end of the axial passage 14 
provided for the purpose in the ram 12. 
. Engaged around the plunger rod 28 is an 
inner control spring 29 the upper end of 
which seats against the upper plate 19 while 
the lower end of the spring 29 seats in a 
notch provided for the purposes in the upper 

80 

90 

end of the middle portion of the ram 12. . 
The spring 29 is provided for the purpose 
of actuating the ram when the same is re 
leased as hereinafter described. ' 
To permit the sleeve to slide downwardly 

on the casing 1 said sleeve 16 is provided 
with _a longitudinal slot 30 (Figure 2) to 
permit the sleeve to pass the upper end of 
the strap spring 8. - 
_The lower end of the ram 12 is . rovided 

with a transverse slot within w ich the 
upper enlarged end of a ram rod 31 is seat 
ed. The ram rod is held in .place by means 
of a set screw 50 or other suitable means. 
The ram rod 31 is shaped to permit the same 
to slide in the guide grooves 4 and is also 
provided with guide ribs or ?anges which 
are adapted to slidably engage in _ guide 
grooves provided in the plug 2. ‘ 
-.A staple strip feed mechanism is pro 
vided on the lower end of the casing 1 and 
comprises a split sleeve or collar 32 which 
is rigidly‘secured around the exterior of the 
lower end of the casing 1. ‘Integrally 
formed on the mounting sleeve 32 in a plane 
with the handle 17 is ‘a staple strip feed 
channel or housing 33 having an enlarged 
portion 34 where the housing joins the 
mounting sleeve 32. ' Rigidly secured within 
the_lower portion of the staple feed housing 
33 1s a closure block 35 which extends into 
the chamber 5 provided in the lower end of' 
the plug 2. The closure block 35 stops short 
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of the staple. guide grooves 4 'so that the downward movement of the sleeve 16 on the 
outlet for a cuto?' staple is not obstructed. 
The closure block has a longitudinal rib 36 
(Figure '9) integrally formed on the top 
thereof to afford a guide for the strip of 
staples as they are fed through the housing 

‘- 33 and into the ?eld of operation of the ram 

'10 
rod 31. Mounted within the housing section 
34 above the block 35 is a guide plate 37 
(Figure 4) below which the strip of staples 
is adapted to be advanced to have the indi 

15 

vidual staples cut therefrom. The end of 
the block 35 which projects into the plug 2 
serves as a die member with which the lower 
end of ‘the ram rod 31 coacts to afford a 

v means for cutting off staples one at a time. 
Rigidly secured within the casing section 

34 of the housing 33 is a mounting plate 38 
(Figure 6). Pivotally mounted - on the 

' ' mounting plate 38 is the_lower end of a con 
trol lever 39 having aptong'ue or ?nger 40 
integrally formed thereon and normally po 
sitioned to project through the casing slot 
6 and into engagement with a notch formed 1 

The ?nger b in the lower end of the ram 12. _ 
4O coacts with a hardened steel plate 41 
which is seated in the ram 12 directly above 
the recess or notch 42 just described. The 
lever 39 is held in normal latching position 
with the ?nger 4O engaged beneath the 
hardened steel plate 41 of the ram 12 to hold 
the ram and the ram rod 31 in elevated po 
sition until the said lever is released by a 
downward movement of the sleeve 16., The 

" lever is held‘ in latching position by means 
of a pivoted arm 42 which is pivotally sup; 
ported on the plate 38 within the housing 
34. A spring 43 is mounted within the 
housing 34 and contacts-the arm 42 thereby 
resiliently holding the said arm 42 in_con 
tact with one, edge of the lever 39 as illus 
trated-in Figures 4 and 5. Pivoted on the 
lower- end of the arm 42 is a two arm staple 
strip feed pawl 44 (Figure 10) with the 
ends of said pawl members positioned to en: 
gage in a pair of notches 45 formed in the‘ 
longitudinal edges of a strip of integrally 
connected staples 46. Each time the control 
‘lever 39 is moved back into latching position 
beneath the ram 12 by means of the control 

' spring 43 and the arm 42, said arm 42 causes 
I ‘the double pawl members to move for 

60 

wardly thereby causing the staple strip 46 
to be advanced a distance su?icient to move 
the innermost staple into a position within 
the ?eld of operation of the~ram rod 31. 
A pair of stop pawls 47 are pivotally su - 
ported on the mounting plate 38 within t e 

' housing 34. The stop pawls are controlled 
by a spring 43 and serve to engage in the 

i‘ ~notches 45 of the staple strip 46 to prevent 
the staple strip 46 from moving outwardly 
away’from the plug 2 when the control lever" 
39 and the arm 42 are actuated to cause re 
traction of the said pawls' 44 due to the 

ram 12. As shown in Figure 10 the stop 
pawls 47 are connected by a transverse strip 
of material and are positioned between the 
feed pawls 44. ' - . 

The operation is as follows: 
70' 

It very often becomes necessary to secure ' 
shipping tags and the like on wooden con 
tamers, therefore making 1t necessary to 
either paste the shipping tags in place or 
nail the same on the side of the box or crate._ 
The stapler of this invention has been de 
vised fer the speci?c purpose of providing 
a ready and easy, single hand operated de 
vice whereby shipping tags may be securely 
fastened upon woo‘den containers or whereby 

S0 

sheet material may be secured to supports. ,' 
The stapler is adapted to cut oil' staples from 
a staple strip and then ram the pointed 
‘prongs of the staple straight into the 
wooden sides of the container for the pur 
pose of securing a shipping tag or card "in 
place. 

consisting of a plurality of integrally con 
nected staples 46 is inserted through the 
open end- of the staple feed housing 33 overl 
the. longitudinal rib 36'of the die block 35 
as illustrated in Figure 9. The inner end 
of the staple strip projects beyond the inner 
end of the closure or die block 35 and into. 
the recess 3 directly in the path of travel 
of the ram rod 31. Normally the parts of 
the stapler are positioned as illustrated in 
Figure 4 wherein the outer control spring 
22 serves to hold the sleeve16 and 
17 in elevated 
the spring 22 
vated position the U-shaped strap '26 holds 
the ram or plunger 12 in its upper position 
so that'the ram rod 31 is held in its raised 
position ready for operation. ' 

plosition ready for use. When 

When it is desired to use the stapler a strip . 

olds the sleeve 16 inits e-Ie-' 
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its handle’ ‘ 

105 

To use the device a shipping card or tag ' h 
which is to be secured on 
container is held in position and the stapler 
is then placed over one corner of the ship 
ping card in a position ready for use. When 

a wooden crate or - 

110, 

the ram ‘12 is in its elevated position the ' 
control lever 39 is engaged beneath the hard 
ened steel plate 41 as shown in Figure 4 
thereby holding the ram 12 latched in its 
upper position. The spring 43 holds the cam 

115 

arm 42 pressed against the lever 39 and at ‘ 
the same time serves to-hold the feed pawls 
44 in a position wherein the strip of staples 
is held in an advanced position with the 
innermost staple properly positioned below 
the ram rod 31. A person usin 
holds the device by one hand y means of 
the handle 17 and has only to push down 

the stapler ~ 

120 

125 

wardly on said handle thereby causing the 
sleeve 16 to slide downwardly on the casing 
'1 to simultaneously compress both the outer 
control spring 22 and the. inner control 
spring 29 into the compressed positions illus 130 



‘ the cutting edge of the die block 35. 

v 

40 

50 
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trated in Figure 6. When the sleeve 16 
reaches a position wherein av bevelled portion 
49 (Figure 4) reaches the upper rounded 
end of the control lever 39, said sleeve 16 acts 
to auton'iatically throw the lever 39 out 
wardly thereby retracting the tongue 40 
from beneath the hardened steel plate 41 of 
the ram 12. At the moment the ?nger 40 of 
the lever 39 releases the ram 12 the com 
pressed spring 29 acts automatically on the 
plunger to rapidly force the ram and the 
ram rod 31 downwardly in the casing 1 
causing the lower end of the ram rod to ram 
against the projecting staple thereby cutting 
off the staple from the staple strip a ainst 

's the 
staple is severed from the strip the operation 
of the ram rod continues so that the ram 
rod forcibly .pushes the staple downwardly 
out of the lower end of the closure plug 2 
with the pointed ends of the staple legs or 
prongs emerging from the stapler'through 
the ends of the guide grooves 4 thereby per 
mitting the staple prongs to be rammed 
directly through the shipping card or mate 
rial to be held in place. The staple prongs 
pierce straight into the wood wall or siding 
of the shipping crate or supporting wall on 
which the material is to be fastened. The 
ejection and ramming of a staple by‘ the 
.stapler is done almost instantaneously with 
the operation of the handle 17. ' After a 
staple has been rammed in position to hold 
one corner of the card in place the pressure 
on the handle 17 is released thereby permit 
ting the compressed spring 22 to act to auto 
matically return the sleeve 16 into its normal 
raised position until the hooked ends 25 of 
the strap 26 come into contact with the hard 
ened steel plates 27 of the ram 12. The ram 
is thereby also returned to its normal posi 
tion toward the plate 24 thereby causing re 
traction of the ram rod 31. The upward 
movement of the ram 12 is limited by means 
of the stop hook 9 which is integrally formed 
on the upper end of the strap spring 8. The 
stop hook 9 is adapted to be contacted by 
the hardened steel plate 11, which is inserted 
in a recess in the ram 12. - 
As the sleeve 16 and the ram‘ 12 are re 

turned to their normal positions the lower 
notched end of the ram 12 passes the latch 
ing edge of the ?nger 40 on the lever 39. 
When this occurs the control spring 43 act 
ing against'the cam arm £l2>swings said cam 
arm about its pivot toward the casing 1, 
thereby forcing the control lever 39 back 
into the latching positionillustrated in Fig 
ure 4 with the tongue 40 enga ing in the 
notch beneath the hardened steel plate 41. 
As the sprin 43 operates the cam arm 42 
the lower en of said cam arm 42 operates 
the teed pawls 44.- thereby causing said pawls 
to push the staple stri inwardly a predeter 
mined distance to sli e the next staple mto 
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position within the slot 3 with the pointed 
prongs of the end staple positioned in the 

> guide grooves 4 as shown in Figure 5. 
\Vhen the handle 17 is operated to slide 

the sleeve 16 downwardly on the casing 1 to l" 
cause release of the control lever 39 and 
operation of the ram rod 31 to cut off and 
ram a staple through a card and into the 
material forming the container, the control 
lever 39 swings outwardly and causes the 
cam arm 42 to swing outwardly therebyv 

75 

drawing the feed pawls 44; outwardly over ' 
the staple strip to engage in the next set of 
notches ready for the next feeding opera 
tion. To hold the" staple strip in position 
against sliding outwardly when the feed 
‘pawls are movedoutwardly the spring con 
trolled stop pawls 47 are provided to act as 
stops to hold the staple strip in place so that 
the same cannot slide outwardly over the 
rib 36 as the‘lfeed pawls are retracted into a 
position to engage in another set of'notclies 
of said staple strip ready for the next feed 
ing operation. 

It will be noted that the device is simple 
in construction and may be easily used by 

80. 
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an inexperienced person to- rapidly cut off . 
and ram staples through the corners of a 
shipping tag and into a wooden box or crate 
to hold the shipping tag or card rigidly se 
cured in place. It will, of course, be under 
stood that any number of staples may be 
inserted through a shipping card, or that the 
stapler may be used for securing cards or 
sheet material on walls or other supporting ‘ 
means. 

Attention is called to the fact that when 
a staple is cut oil? from a staple strip and 
is rammed through a card, that the prongs 
or legs of the staple are rammed straight 
through the card and into the wooden mate 
rial of the box or crate. This method of 
attaching shipping cards by ramming the 
prongs of the staples into ‘the wood with 
out bending the said prongs affords a 
means whereby the staples may be readily 
removed to take off the card from a crate 
or box after the vsame has reached its 

' destination. 
I am aware that many changes may be 

made and numerous details of construction 
may be varied through a wide range with 
out departing from the principles of this 
invention, and I therefore do not purpose 
limiting the patent granted hereon, other 
wise than necessitated by the prior art. 
I claim asmy invention: _ 
1. A stapler comprising a casing, a 

spring controlled ram therein, latching 
means for holding the ram in retracted posi 
tion, a spring controlled sleeve on said eas 
ing adapted‘ to be manually operated to 
cause retraction of said latching means and 
automatic 0 eration of said ram to cause 
a staple to he cut off from a staple strip 
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‘ ' ' and ‘forcibly ejected from the casing. 
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and forced out of said ‘casing, and means 
for returning the latching means to normal 
position and at the same time causing auto 
matic feeding of the staple strip a predeter 

. mined distance. 

A stapler comprising a casing, xmeans 
for automatically feeding a staple strip a 
predetermined distance, a ram. mechamsm 
within said casing, a latching lever for hold 
ing the, ram mechanism in‘ retracted posi 
tion, means movable ‘on said casing to cause 
retraction of said lever, and spring means 
for automatically operating said ram when 
the lever is released to cause a staple to be 
automatically ‘cut off from the staple strip 

3. A stapler comprising, a casing, means 
for automatically feeding a staple strip a 
predetermined distance each time the stapler 
is operated, ram .means within said stapler 
adapted to ‘cut a'staple from said staple 
strip and eject the same from the stapler 
,and at the same time ram the prongs of the 
staple through a card and into the mate 
rial on which-the card is to be. secured, and 

, a pivoted lever operated by the feed means 

40, 
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jstaple strip into a position 

for holding the. ram means in a- latched 
position. . _ 

4. A stapler comprising a casing, a ram 
lslidably mounted therein, a spring for op 
erating said ram, a sleeve slidably mount— 
ed on said casing, a spring controlling the 
operation of said sleeve. a handle formed 
on said sleeve to permit manual 0 ration 
of said sleeve, a ram rod carried ysaid 
ram, a slotted ‘plug in one end of said cas 
ing to afford a y 
die block in said casing projecting into 
said plug in a position for coaction with 
the ram rod, means for feeding a staple 
strip over'said die block into said plug, a 
lever controlling the o eration of sald ram 
and ram rod, said fee means also serving 
to return the latching lever to normal latch 
ing position, and stop pawls in said cas 
ing adapted to hold the staple strip against 
movement in one direction when the lever 
is retracted b the operation of said sleeve, 
and the fee means are moved over the 

ready for the 
next feeding operation. I _ ' 

5. A stapler comprising a casing, a ram 
,niechanism therein‘, a latch for controllin 
said ram. mechanism, a )staple strip fee 
mechanism for advancing a staple strip 
into the casing and. also serving‘ to hold 
the latch in looking engagement with said 
ram mechanism, and manually operated 
means for releasing the latch to permit the 
ram mechanism to automatically cut o? a 
staple from said staple strip and forcibly 
eject the same from said casing. ‘ 
i 6. A :stapler comprising a casin ,‘v ram 
mechanism therein, resilient "means' or op 
erating said ram mechanism, a staple Stl‘lP 

feed mechanism for advancing a staple» strip - 
into the ?eld of operation of said ram mech 
anism, pawl means for holding the staple 
strip against movement in one directlou 
when the feed mechanism is, retracted, a 
lever contacted by the ‘feed mechanism 
and normally serving to‘ hold the ram mech 
anism in retracted position, a spring con 
trolled sleeve on. said casing, and a handle 

, for operating said sleeve to cause the sleeve 
to retract said lever to permit the ram 
mechanism to automatically cut oil? a staple 
from the staple strip and forcibly eject said 
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staple from the ‘casing, forcing the staple 
prongs straight into the‘material on which 
the stapler is applied.' _ i 

7. A stapler comprising a casing, a sprin 
controlled sleeve slidably mounted thereon, 
a handle for operating said sleeve, a spring 
operated ram device in said casing, a lever 
'for holding said ram device in' retracted 

ide for said ram rod, 21 ‘ 

position, a spring controlled staple strip 
feed device engaging said lever for hold 
ing the same in latching position, stop pawls 
for preventing outward movement of the 
staple strip, and stop means for limiting 
the upward movement of said ram device 
in said casing. ’ I' ,1 

8. A stapler comprising a casing, a spring 
operated ram mechanism therein,‘ ‘a lever 
for holding said ram mechanism in retract-V 
ed position, and a spring controlled staple 
strip feed mechanism‘ engaging said lever 
for holding the same in a latching position 
to lock the ram mechanism in retracted po 
sition. 

9. A stapler comprising a casing, a ram 
mechanism therein, a lever mounted in said 
casing, a spring controlled staple strip feed 
mechanism in said casing engaging said 
lever to hold the same in a latching posi- ' 
tion to lock the ram mechanism in retract 
ed osition, and a spring controlled pawl 
mec ianism in said casing for holding the 
staple strip against outward movement 
when the s ring controlled feed mechanism 
is retracted) into a position ready for the 
next feeding operation of the staple strip. 

10. A stapler comprising a casing, a 
spring operated rain mechanism therein, a 
spring controlled sleeve, a latch lever adapt 
ed to‘ be released by said spring controlled 
sleeve to permit automatic operation of the 
ram mechanism, .a pivoted cam arm in said 
casing, a spring for holding said cam arm 
in engagement “with the lever to hold the 
lever in latchin position, feed pawls con 
nected with sai cam. arm and adapted to 
-be operated thereby to‘ cause a staple strip 
to be fed a predetermined distance with 
each operation of sleeve, and stop 
pawls within said casing for engaging the 
staple strip to hold the same agamst move 
mént in one direction when the feed pawls 
are drawn over the staple strip into a posi-_, 
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tion to permit the staplestrip to be again 
advanced. 

11. A stapler comprising a casing, a ram 
mechanism therein, adapted when operated 
to cause a staple to be cut from a staple 
strip and forcibly ejected from the casing, 
means for automaticallyafeeding the staple 
strip'into the casing each time a staple is 
cut from the end of said staple strip, and a 
control lever for the ram mechanism adapt 
ed to be returned into latching position by 
said feed means. - ' 

12. In a stapler of the class described the 
combination with a slotted casing, of a ram 
mechanism slidably mounted therein, a 
spring for operating said ram mechanism, 
spring means for returning the ram mecha 
nism into normal position after an opera 
tion thereof, and a hooked strap spring pro 
jecting into said casing adapted to be en 
gaged by said ram mechanism to limit the 
movement of said ram'mechanism in one 
direction. ‘ 

13. In a stapler the combination of a cas 
ing. of a ram mechanism mounted therein, 
a spring for operating said ram mechanism, 
a second spring for returning said ram 
mechanism to normal position after an op 
eration thereof, a latch device for'holding 
said ram mechanism in a retracted position, 
and a manually operated means adapted to 
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cause compression of the ram actuating 
spring and release of said lever to permit 
said compressed ram operatingsprmg to ' 
operate the ram mechanism to cause a sta- .35 
ple to be cut off‘ of a staple strip vand for 
cibly ejected from the machine with the 
prongs of the‘ staple ‘rammed straight 
through a material and into a support on 
which the material is to be secured. ' 

14. A stapler comprising a casing, a 
spring controlled ram therein, a ram rod 
carried by said ram, a slotted guide plug 
in said casing for said ram rod, a latching 
lever for holding said ram and ram rod in 45 
retracted position, a manually operated 
spring controlled sleeve on' said casing for 
retracting the lever to permit the ram rod 
to ?rst cut a staple from a staple strip and 
then ram the prongs of said cut oil staple 50 
straight through a member and into a sup 
portv on which the member is to be secured, 
av spring controlled feed mechanism for the 

' staple strip adapted to engage said lever to 
hold the same'in latching position, and 55 
means for holding the staple strip against 
movement in one direction when the feed 
mechanism is moved into a new position of 
engagement with said staple strip. . 
In testimony whereof ‘I have hereunto 6" 

subscribed my name. 
' JESSE G. BATES. 


