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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CIARENCE IV. 

a citizen of the United 
Ashburton Avenue, Yonkers, in the county of 
Westchester, State of New York, have in 
vented certain new ‘and useful Improve 
ments in Sanitary Protectors; and I do here 
by declare the followinor to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the 
same. 

My invention relates ,to a sanitary pro 
tector intended to take the place of ordinary 
adhesive tape and bandages, as a means for 
protecting minor injuries and skin abrasions 
against infection or further injury. My in 
vention consists essentially of a small strip 
of material of such shape, dimensions and 
composition that it can be applied to the 
hand or any other part of the body with the 
greatest case, a distinct advantage of my in 
vention being that it in no way interferes 
with normal use of the member to which the 
protector is applied. This makes the inven 
tion of particular value to golfers, tennis 
players and others who ?nd it essential to 
have the free use of their hands at all times. 

. The ditliculties involved in adequately 
protectin a blister or other injury to the 
hand wit out interfering with the normal 
use of the injured member are well known. 
\Vhere it is necessar to continue using the 
injured member, it LS practically useless to 
try and protect the injured spot. with the 
sanitary appliances now in general use. If 
ordinary adhesive tape or bandages are em 
ployed, they seriously interfere with the 
freedom of movement if they are applied so 
as to protect the injured spot to the desired 
extent. \Vhere the injured member is used 
after the sanitary protector is applied, the 
protector pulls away from the injured spot 
and instead of protecting the injury, it 
serves as a pocket for collecting a large 
amount of dirt which is brought into direct 
contact with the wound. 
The principal object of my invention is to 

provide a sanitary protector which will ?t 
snugly over any injured spot and at the same 
time permit entire freedom of movement 
of the injured member. My improved pro 
tector is provided with a pad intended to 
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cover the injured spot completely and one or 

more retaining strips adapted to be ?xed in 
position in a variety of ways so as to hold 
the pad ?rmly. in position. I prefer to con 
struct my sanitary protector so that the cen 
ter of the pad is located on one side of the 
center line on the retaining strip or strips, 
thus making the protector of considerable 
value as a means for protecting a- blister or 
other injury on the palm of the ‘hand at the 
base of a ?nger. I also prefer to provide 
an adhesive surface on the retaining strip 
or strips for the purpose of fixing the ‘re 
taining means in place and I have found 
that the protector is most efiicient from the 
standpoint of applying it to the injured 
part with the greatest ease, when the pro 
tector is provided with anadhesive on a sur~ 
face which comes in contact with the skin. 
It is often~times desirable to prevent the pro_ 
tector from adhering to the injured spot as 
it always does where ordinary adhesive tape 
is employed, and for this reason it is often 
times desirable to have the adhesive applied 
to the protector only on certain restricted 
areas which do not come in contact With the 
wound. 
A further object of my invention is to pro 

vide a protector of the character above de 
scribed which will not become soiled, either 
while it is beinv handled or carried in the 
pocket, or after 1t has been applied to an in 
jured member. A further object of my in 
vention is to provide a protector which can 
be readily carried about Without occup ing 
too much space and which is always rea y to 
be used without any preparation. Accord 
ingly, I prefer to provide a series of protec 
tors-connected together end to end in the 
form of a continuous strip which can be 
rolled into a compact coil or wound onto a 
suitable spool or card. When it is desired to 
use a protector, the outside protector is un 
wrapped and severed from the remaining 
protectors as will be readily understood. To 
make this operation as simple as possible,‘ I 
prefer to provide scored or otherwise weak 
ened transverse lines between the adjacent 
protectors so that the protectors can be read 
ily torn apart. . 
An additional feature of my invention 

consists in providing a layer of antiseptic 
powder on the portion of the protector which 
comes in direct contact with the wound. 
The powder serves a double function in that 
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it prevents the protector from adhering to 
the wound and at the same time it serves as 
a means for sterilizing the wound. 
The etails of several embodiments of my 

invention are set forth in the accompanying 
drawings and in the following detailed de 
scription which is to be considered in con 
junction with these drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of one form of my 

improved protector. igure 2 is a perspective view of a hand 
having the protector applied to one ?nger 
thereof. 

Figure 3 is a similar view of the back of 
the hand shown in Figure 2, illustrating 
the manner in which the protector is held in 
place. 
Figure 4 is a perspective view of one form 

of the improved protector. 
Figure 5 is a vertical section view taken 

on line 5-5 of Figure 4:. 
Figure 6 is a perspective view of a number 

of protectors in the. form of a continuous 
strip wound into a coil. 

igure 7 is an elevation of another coil of 
protectors, the adjacent protectors being sep 
arated by'scored lines. ~ 

Figure 8 is a plan view of a strip of pro 
tectors of aform slightly different from that 
shown in the preceding ?gures. 
Figure 9 is a plan View of a strip of pro 

tectors, showin the construction of this par 
ticular form 0 protector. 

Figure 10 is a plan view of a single pro 
tector having a portion thereof covered ,with 
an antiseptic powder. 
Figure 11 is a perspective view of the pro 

tector shown in ‘igure 10. 
The rotector shown in Figure 1 consists 

of a pa 1 and retaining strips 2 and 3 and it 
will be noticed at once that the center of the 
pad 1 is located to one side of the center line 
of retaining stri s 2 and 3. This construc 
tion is pre erre because it makes the pro 
tector of articular value as a means for 
coveri a lister or other injury on the palm 
of the and at the base of a ?nger. When 
used for this particular pu ose. the pro 
tector is applied as shown in igures 2 and 
3 where it will be noted that the pad 1 pro 
jects out over the injured portion of the 
palm of the hand and the retaining stri s 2 
and 3 are wrapped around a ?nger. T ese 
strips are preferably long enough so that 
when the are wrapped around the ?nger, 
they over ap in the manner shown in Figure 
3. One or both of the adjacent surfaces of 
the overla ped portions should be provided 
with an a hesive so that these parts will ad 
here to each other. 
Upon referring again to Figure i, it will 

be noticed that the width of the retaining 
stri s 2 and 3 is substantially less than that 
of t 1e pad 1. 
for the reason that the narrow retaining 

This construction is preferred _ 
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strips, while serving as a most e?icient means 
for holding the pad in place, do not in any 
way interfere with the freedom of movement 
of the member to which they are attached. 
The protector may of course be provided 
with only one retaining strip instead of two 
retaining strips as shown in Figure 1. 
Where a sin le retaining strip is employed 
it should be ong enough so that it will ex 
tend entirely around a linger and enga e the 
back of the pad 1 covering the injure spot. 
This is objectionable, however, because it 
necessarily increases the thickness of the por 
tion of the protector covering the wound and 
this would naturally interfere to some ex 
tent with the freedom of movement of the in 
jured part. For this reason it is preferred 
to provide two retaining strips which can 
be secured together in the manner shown in 
Figure 3, at a point remote from the injury. 
While I have illustrated my improved 

protecting shield as applied to the ?nger, it 
must be remembered that this shield can be 
used as a means for rotecting an injury on 
any part of the b0 y. M improved pro; 
tector is superior to the or inary protective 
devices even where used for the purpose of 
covering an injured spot-located at a point 
remote from the ?ngers. The narrow re 
taining strips do not wrinkle and pull away 
from the skin as is the case with ordinar 
adhesive tape which is of uniform widt 
throughout. The ad 1 ?ts snugly over the 
injured spot and t e retaining strips 2 and 
3 serve as a most efficient means for holding 

the pad 1 in place. > 
T e retaimng strip or strips may be in 

tegral with the pad 1 as shown in the accom 
pany' drawings or the strips may be sep 
arate pieces of material connected to the pad 
in any desired manner. I refer the integral 
construction because it r uces the thickness 
of the material covering the injured spot 
and because it is easier to make the protec~ 
tor out of a single piece of material than out 
of a number of pieces. 
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My improved sanitary protector can be i 
made out of an one of a considerable va 
riety of materia . The protector shown in 
Fi res 1 to 5 inclusive is made out of par 
tia ly cured rubber. This material is quite 
satisfactory because it is elastic, it retains 
its sha , and it sses the peculiar prop 
ert 0 being tac enough to adhere to it 
sel but not to the skin. Thus when it- is 
wrapped around the ?nger as shown in Fig 
ures 2 and 3, the rubber does not adhere to 
the ?nger at any point, but the two over 
lapping retaining strips do adhere to each 
0t er quite ?rmly. 
The grade of rubber which I prefer to 

employ is a sheet rubber generally known 
to the trade and used for a variety of pur 
poses such as an insulating wrapping for 
electrical conductors. The tackiness of the 
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rubber is ‘due to the' fact that it is incom 
- pletely cured, an insu?icient amount of sul 
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phur having been used or else the heat 
treatment has not been carried out so as to 
make all of the sulphur employed combine 
with the rubber. Where the latter condi 
tion exists, the uncombined sulphur gradu 
ally comes to the surface and would impair 
the adhesive qualities of the surface if pre 
cautions were not taken to prevent this re 
sult. I ?nd. that the sulphur “bloom” does 
not interfere with the adhesive properties 
of the rubber if the rubber is lined on both 
sides with paper or some similar material. 
In Figure 4». I ‘have shown a lining of paper 
4 on each side of the rubber constituting the 
protector. In making the‘ protector, a 
rubber sheet can be lined on both sides with 
paper and then the protector is cut out of 
the sheet or strip of rubber in any well 
known manner. This leaves a lining of 
paper on each side of the rubber protector 
and this serves as a means for preserving 
the surface of the rubber until the protector 
is to be used. When the ' aper liners are 
stripped from the rubber, the protector can 
be wrapped around a ?nger and the over 
lapping retaining strips will adhere to each 
other and hold the protector in place. 
In Figure 6 I have shown a roll or coil 

consisting of a single strip of protectors ar 
ranged end to end. This strip can be cut 
or torn apart so as to form protectors hav 
ing a single retaining strip 2“, or the strip 
can be severed at points midway between 
adjacent pads 1 so as to form protectors 
each having two retaining strips as shown 

_ in Figure 1 for example. The stri shown 
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in Figure 6 may be made of partial y cured 
rubber or it may be made of other material 
such as adhesive tape. The strip can be 
perforated at intervals as indicated at 5 in 
Figure 7 or otherwise weakened at certain 
points so as to make it easy to tear the 
strip apart. ‘Where my improved protector 
is made out of adhesive tape or other ma 
terial which adheres to the skin, it is much 
more satisfactory to use than ordinary ad 
hesive tape because the area covered by the 
adhesive is reduced to a minimum. When ad 
hesive tape is pulled off from the skin, some 
of the adhesive necessarily remains; hence 
it is desirable to have the adhesive con?ned 
to as small an area‘ as possible. 
In Figure 8 I have shown a slightly 

modi?ed form of rotector wherein the pad 
1' is not exactly ush with one side of the 
retaining strips 2 and 3 as is the case in 
the embodiment illustrated in Figures 1 to 
7 inclusive. The pads 1’ are substantially 
?ush wit-h one side of the retaining strips, 
however, and it will be noted that the pad 
projects out further on one side of the re 
taining strips than it does on the other. In 
Figure 9 I have shown a continuous strip 

‘ shields, 

3 

consisting of a series of the protecting 
the strip being made of adhesive 

tape. A portion of the adhesive 7 is shown 
removed so as to reveal the underlying 
fabric 8. 
In Figure 10 I have illustrated a shield 

having an antiseptic powder 9 covering a 
portion thereof. The free end 10 of the 
retaining strip 3’ is provided with an ad 
hesive surface on each side thereof and this 
is the only adhesive on this particular pro 
tector. 
Figure 11 shows a back view of the pro 

tector shownin Figure 10, showing the ad 
hesive surface on each side of the end 10 
of the retaining strip 3'. I ‘have found that 
a protector such as that above described, 
having an adhesive surface on each side of 
one end thereof only is of particular value 
because it is very easy to apply to a ?nger 
and after it is applied, there is no exposed 
adhesive surface to collect dirt. One ad~ 
hesive surface is applied to the skin and 
the other end of the strip is wrapped around 
the ?nger and pressed against the other ad~ 
:hesive surface. The adhesive next to the 
skin prevents the strip from slipping while 
it is being applied and the other adhesive 
surface serves as a means for ?xing the two 
retaining strips together. There is no ex 
posed adhesive surface and accordingly the 
protector does not become soiled readily. 
The antiseptic powder 9 may be applied 

to the protector in any suitable manner. It 
may be applied to an adhesive surface; such 
a surface holds the powder in place and the 
powder prevents the surface 
to the skin. 

It is to be understood that my invention 
is not limited to the particular embodiments 
illustrated and described but includes such 
modi?cations thereof as fall within the 
scope of the appended claims. ' 

I claim :v 
1. A sanitary protector of the type de 

scribed, comprising a thin ?exible shielding 
member, and a retaining strip connected to 
said member near one edge thereof, the said 
member projecting out on one side of said 
strip to a considerable extent and being sub 
stantially flush with the other side thereof, 
whereby the projecting portion of said mem 
ber is adapted to ?t snugly over and conform 
to the contour of the palm of the hand at 
the base of a finger, and the retaining strip 
is adapted to be wrapped about the base of 
the ?nger. 

2. A sanitary protector of the type de 
scribed, comprising a thin ?exible shielding 
member, a retaining strip connected to said 
member near one edge thereof, the said mem 
ber projecting out on one side of said strip 
to a considerable extent and being substan 
tially ?ush with the other side thereof, 
whereby the projecting portion of said mem 

from adhering 
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her is adapted to ?t snugly over and conform 
to the contour of the pa in of the hand at 
the base of a ?nger, and the retaining strip 
is adapted to be wrapped about the base of 
the ?nger, and means independent of said 
stri for holding the free edge of the pro 
jectm portion of said member in place. 

3. g sanitary protector of the type de 
scribed, com rising a thin ?exible shielding 
member, and) a retaining strip connected to 
said member near one edge thereof, the said 
member projecting out on one side of said 
strip to a considerable extent and being sub 
stantially ?ush with the other side thereof, 
whereby the projecting portion of said mem 
bar is adapted to ?t snugly over and con 
form to the contour of the palm of the hand 
at the base of a ?n r, and the retaining 
strip is adapted to e wrapped about the 
base of the ?nger; the entire shielding mem 
ber and retaining strip consisting of a single 
piece of material. 

4. A sanitary~ protector of the type de 
scribed, comprising a thin ?exible shielding 
member having an adhesive coated surface, 
and an adhesive coated retaining strip con 
nected to said member near one edge thereof, 
the said member projectin out on one side 
of said strip to a considera le extent and be 
ing substantially ?ush with the other side 
thereof, whereby the projecting portion of 
said member is adapted to ?t snugly over 
and conform to the contour of a portion of 
the palm of the hand at the base of the ?n 

r, and the retaining strip is adapted to 
wrapped about the base of the ?nger. 
5. An article of manufacture comprising 
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a continuous strip of material, having en 
larged portions at intervals along the strip 
forming thin ?exible shielding members, 
separated by retaining strips which form 
the main portion of the strip, the said mem 
bers projecting out on one side of the main 
portion of the strip to a. considerable extent 
and being substantially ?ush with the other 
side thereof, whereb the pro'ecting portion 
of each of said shiel ing mem ers is adapted 
to ?t snugly over and conform-to the con 
tour of a portion of the palm of the hand 
at the base of a ?nger, and the adjacent re 
taining strip is adapted to be wrapped about 
the base of the ?nger. ' 

6. An article of manufacture comprising 
a continuous strip of material, having en 
larged portions at intervals along the strip 
forming thin ?exible shielding members, 
separated by retaining strips which form 
the main portion of the strip, the said mem 
bers projecting out on one side of the main 
portion of the strip to a considerable extent 
and being substantially ?ush with the other 
side thereof, whereby the pro'ecting portion 
of each of said shielding mem rs is adapted 
to ?t snugly over and conform to the contour 
of a portion of the palm of the hand at the 
base of a ?nger, an the adjacent retaining 
strip is adapted to be wrapped about the 
base of the ?nger; the continuous stri of 
material having weakened transverse ines 
between the enlarged portions along this 
strip. 
In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature. 

CLARENCE W. FULLER. 
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