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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES A. COFFEE‘, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Lawrenceville, in the county of Mercer and 
State of New Jersey, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Bat~ 
ting Devices, of which the following is a 
specification. _ 
The present invention relates to a battmg 

apparatus and has for its prime object to 
' provide a device for practicing batting. 
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The invention aims to provide an ap 
paratus of this nature whereby one may be 
taught to swing a bat in the proper man 
ner which, of course, is one of the ?rst 
essentials in good batting. 
The invention has for another object to 

provide an apparatus of this nature which 
is adjustable so that it may be utilized by 
persons of different heights. 
With the above and numerous other ob 

jects in view as will appear as the descrip 
tion progresses, the invention resides in cer 
tain novel features of construction, and in 
the combination and arrangement of parts 
as will be hereinafter more fully described 
and claimed. 
In the drawing: ‘ 
Figure 1 is an elevation of the apparatus 

embodying my invention, and ' 
Figure‘ 2 is a detail section through the 

ball thereof. 
Referring to the drawing in detail it will 

be seen that A designates the frame which 
consists of the upright 1 and the two hori 
zontal members 2 and 3. The frame is thus 
substantially U-shaped in formation. Pul 
leys 4 are mounted at the ends of the mem 
bers 2 and 3. Springs 5 are ?xed adjacent 
the ends of the upright member 1. A cable 
or rope 6 is fixed at its ends to the spring 
5 and is trained over the pulleys 4. A ball 
7 is engaged on the intermediate run of 
the cable 6. It is preferable to construct 
this ball of a spherical rubber body 8 hav 
ing a diametrically extending opening 9 
therein for receiving the intermediate run 
of the cable 6. This rubber body should 
frictionally engage the run in order that 
the ball may be held in any desired ad 
justment thereon so as to be at the proper 

height. 
ball in the same manner that the ordinary 
baseball is covered. ‘ 

It will thus be seen that the ball has been 
adjusted to the proper height and may be 
engaged by a swinging bat so as to move it 
to the dotted line position shown in Fig 
ure 1 and the springs will bring it back 
to its normal position. With this device 
it is possible to teach a boy to swing the 
bat directly and of course may be utilized 
for coaching for experienced players. 
The present embodiment of the’ invention 

‘which I have described in detail refers to 
the preferred form but, of course, it is evi 
dent that changes in the details of construc 
tion, materials, and in the combination and 
arrangement of parts may be resorted to 
without departing from the spirit or scope 
of the invention as hereinafter claimed, or 
sacri?cing any of its advantages. 
Havingthus described my invention, what 

I claim as new is: . 
1. A batting practice device comprising 

a vertical support, horizontal bars attached 
tov the support at its opposite ends, pulleys 
carried by the horizontal bars at their outer 
ends, a flexible element trained over the ' 
pulleys and extending inwardly towards the 
vertical support, and, resilient connections 
between the ends of the ?exible element and 
such vertical support, and a ball slidable 
on the ?exible element whereby. it can be 
adjusted vertically. ' ‘ 

2. A batting practice apparatus of the 
class described including a frame consisting 
of an upright and a pair of end members 
extending at right angles therefrom, pulleys 
on the ends of the end‘ members, springs 
one adjacent each end of the upright, a 
cable trained over the pulleys attached at its 
ends to the springs, a ball on the run of 
the cable between the pulleys, said ball con 
sisting of a body provided with a bore for 
receiving the rope and frictionally engag 
ing the same in order that it may be ad 
justed thereon for different heights all in 
the manner and for the purpose specified.‘ 
In testimony whereof I affix my signa 

ture. ~ 

JAMES A. COFFEE. 

It is also preferable to cover the i 
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