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To all whom, it may concern.‘ 
’Be it known that JsMEsv B. ORMOND, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Flagstaff, in the county of Coconino 
andbtate of Arizona‘, has invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Follow 
Blocks for ‘Filing Cabinets, of which the 
following is a speci?cation. 
My invention relates to-pfollow blocks for 

?ling cabinets. ' > 

The object of my‘invention is to provide 
spring means wifereby the block will auto 
matically adjust ‘its position» to accommo- “ 
elite varying numbers of ?ling cards or the 
11 e. - - 

‘Another object of my invention is to pro 
vide means for relieving the tension pf the 
follow block spring. ; ' 
Other and further objects and advantages 

of my invention will beapparent from the 
following detailed description considered 

__ with the accompanying drawings, in which: 
Figure 1 is a plan View of a ?ling cabinet 

drawer equipped with the invention; 
Figure. 2 is a section taken on the line 

\ of Figure 1; 
‘ Figure 31s a section taken on the line 

, 3—3 of Figure 1 and 

80 
Figure 4 is a detail section through the 

ears and sleeve of the following block. 
Referring more particularly to the draw 

ings-wherein like reference numerals refer 
to similar ‘parts throughout the several 

-.views, 1,‘ denotes a ?ling cabinet drawer 
at 
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comprising side walls 2, end walls 3 and 
bottom £1, all of usual construction. The 
bottom wall 4, of the drawer 1, is formed‘ 
with a longitudinal groove 5, for a purpose 
about to be described. 1 
A rod 6, formed with a threaded portion 

7, lies i'n-the groove 5, with its ends'inserted' 
in holes in the end walls 3, of the drawer 1. 
The front end of the rod 6, which passes‘ 
through the front end wall of the drawer is 
reduced as at 19, and a washer 8, ?ts over 
this reduced end, on the inside of the 
drawer, thus preventing the withdrawal of 
the rod through the front end wall. A knob 
9, is ?xed to the protruding end of the rod 
6‘, in a suitable ‘manner, as by means'of cot 
ter pin 10, or by'the use of threads only, 
thereby preventing the slipping P‘or unneces 
sary withdrawal of the rod in the reverse 
direction. The rear end ‘of rod 6, as in 
serted in the rear end of wall 3, of the 

drawer, does not extend beyond, but lies 
?ush with, the outside of the wall. 
The follow block 11, which is of rectangu 

lar formation, and is preferably made of 
sheet metal, is formed with the spaced 
apertured ears 12 and 13 through which the 
rod 6, extends, it being understood that the 
ears l2 and 13 are of a size to ?t within the 
groove 5. A short tube 15, is preferably 
?xed between the ears and forms a, guide or 
bearing for the rod 6, but this tubenmay be 
dispensed ‘with in actual practice. 

tion 7, of the rod 6, is a nut 17 , of substan 
tially inverted V shape, which travels in 
the groove 5-. The ?at base of the nut en 
gages the bottom of the tray and thus pre 
vents the nut from turning or wobbling. A 

~ coil spring 18, on the rod 6, is secured at its 
front end to the nut 17 , and at its opposite 
end is attached to the "follow block. The 
tension of the coil spring 18, normally tends 
to pull the follow block forwardly towards 

Threadedly mounted on the threaded por-/ 
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the front of the drawer 1. Consequently as ' 
the number of cards or other devices ?led in 
the drawer increases-the follow block will 
automatically move outwardly under the in 
creasing pressure, thus stretching the 
spring 18. 
In order to'compensate for this stretching 

of the spring and thus prevent the spring 
from being brokenvunder excessive load, the 
nut 17, is moved rearwardly alongthe rod 

,6, by the operator turning the knob 9, in 
the appropriate direction. It will thus be 
seen that the turning of the knob 9, in one 
direction causes the nut 17, to travel along 
the threads toward the rear end of the tray 
or drawer, thereby relieving any tension of 
the coil spring occasioned by constant ?ling 
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of cards or papers‘, and the ?nal ?lling of ‘ 
the ‘drawer. The nut 17, to which is at 
‘tachedthe coil spring and follow block, is 
brought back to its original position at the 
front of the drawer or tray after the ?le has 
been cleared, by turning the knob in the 
opposite direction.’ ~ 
Having thus described my invention what 

I claim as my invention is: 
1. A ?ling receptacle having a recess in 

its bottom, a partially threaded .rod mount 
ed for turning movement in said receptacle 
and positioned in said recess, a nut threaded 
on said rod ?xed against rota-tion but free 
to move along said rod, a follow block 
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slidably mounted on said rod, a coil :spring 
on‘ said rod connected to said follow block 

, at one end and3 at its other end connected to 
said nut, and means for turning said rod to' 
vrelieve'the tension of said spring. 

2. A ?ling receptacle having a partially 
1 *?lread'ed rod- rotatably mounted in the bot: 
tom thereof, a follow block slidably con 
nectedto said rod, a nut threaded upon said 

10_ rod forlongitudinal movement thereon but 
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?xed against rotation, a coil- spring connect 
ing the follow block and the nut, and means 
for turning the rod to adjust the tension on 
said spring. ' 
‘In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature 15 

in presence of two witnesses. ‘ * 
JAMES B. ORMOND. 

‘Vitnesses: ' ’ 

WALTER RU’NKE, 
H. T. Essnmm. 


