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To all whom it may concern: I 
Be it known that I, Ensorr 4. (instances, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
East Greenwich, in the county of Kent and 
State of Rhode Island, have invented cer-. 
tain new and useful improvements in Tennis 
and Similar Rackets, oi’ which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
My present invention relates to tennis and 

similar rackets, and, speci?cially, to a pro 
tective reinforcement or bull’s-eye for the 
strings thereof. > 
In the case of rackets strung with gut, 

the stringing rarely has opportunity to wear 
out, but usually tails through a snapping of 
a- string or of several strings, at one point or 
another indeterminately, due to some inher 
ent detect in the gut or to the ci'i‘ect of at— 
mospheric moisture. ‘ 

Strings of silk or other similar ?ber, 
however, when made according to an earlier 
invention of mine, are moisture proof and 
will last, and retain their tension, until worn 
out. The wear is con?ned almost wholly to 
what may be called. the crests of the strings, 
where they are bulged outwardly in cross 
ing one another and where primarily they 
come into contact with the ball; and, while 
the strings of rackets used by players of 
average skill will last for a long time, in 
the hands of experts, who always hit hard 
and very accurately, the wear on the strings 
at the center of the head may be quite rapid, 
particularly if the play is on a clay or dirt 
court where the grit picked up by the ball 
acts as an abrasive. 
I have discovered that by lacing the strings 

through the central portion of the head with 
an extra cord, which can be renewed as of 
ten as required, so as to wrap and cover their 
crests on both sides of the racket, I can for 
all practical purposes entirely eliminate the 
wear of the strings and so. prolong their 
life inde?nitely. Furthermore, such extra 
wrappings not only ?rmly secure the strings 
together at their crossings, rendering un 
necessary the extra cord often woven across 
the strings to hold them in place, but also 
serve to grip the ball in cut or chop strokes 
and hence are effective in imparting an extra 
spin to the ball in strokes where spin is de 
sired. 
The invention will be understood by ref 

erence to the accompanying drawing, 
wherein— 

Fig. 1 is a side view of the head of a 

racket showing more or less diagrammatical- ‘ 
ly the strings and the extra wrappings which 
term the protective bull’sjeye, and Figs.‘ 2 
and 3 are enlarged details showing the wrap-v 
pings as they appear in the form preferred 
on the two opposite sides of the racket, re 
spectively. , I 

' As here illustrated the extra cord a with 
which the square protective bull’s-eye is 
formed, is so laced about the strings as to 
protect their crests at the crossings with a 
double wrapping on one side of the racket 
(Fig. 2), while, on theother side (Fig. 3), 
the single wrapping which passes directly 
over the crest of each string is supplemented 
by slightly lower wrappings on-each side. 
In this way a wrapping is provided which 
a?ords approximately the same amount of‘ 
actual wearing surface on each face of the 
racket. - ' > 

The cord used for the protective wrap 
pings may be of any suitable material. Wire‘ 
has been tried'with ‘good results, and gut 
may be used if desired; but, as at present 
advised, I prefer and recommend the ordi 
nary enamelled braided‘ silk lacing cord 
regularly used for the “rough and smooth” 
lacings at the point and throat of rackets. 

It will also be found advantageous to ap 
ply to the wrappings of extra cord the same 
spar varnish or similar composition with 
which I impregnate and coat my silk strings, 
as by dipping the entire head of the racket 
in the varnish, thus binding the wrappings 
to the strings and rendering both alike 
waterproof. ' 

‘While of special value for use with silk 
or other ?ber strings, it is to be understood 
that the invention is not limited to use there 
with but is applicable to any kind of string 
mg. ‘- - 

What I claim as new, and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is— - p Y 

1. A tennis or similar racket having it 
stringing protected against wear by a cord 
which, throughout the central portion of the 
racket head, is laced about the strings at 
their crossings in manner to cover the crests 
of both strings. ‘ 

‘ 2. A tennis or similar racket having the 
crests of its strings protected from wear 
through the central portion at least of the 
racket head by a double wrapping of cord 
on one side of the racket and on the other 
side by a single wrapping ?anked ‘on each 
side by a somewhat lower wrapping. 
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A tennis or similar racket which has 
its strings laced with extra cord to provide 
protective Wrappings on the crests of the 
strings at their crossings through the central 
portion at least of the racket head and which 
has a Waterproo?ng composition applied to 
both strings and wrappings. 

A tennis or similar racket strung With 
thoroughly stretched fiber strings Which 
through the central portion at least of the 
racket head are protected from Wear at 
their crossings by Wrappings of extra cord 
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and ‘are rendered Water roof by the applioaf 
tion to both strings an Wrappings of a suit— 
able Waterproo?ng composition. 

5. A tennis or similar‘ racket strung with 
thoroughly stretched silk strings Which at 
their crossings through the central portion 
at least of the racket head are protected 
‘from Wear by Wrappings ofextra cord and 20 
are impregnated and coated With a hard 
drying WEItGI‘PI'OOl'lHg composition. 
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