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To all whom. it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMEs D. VAN PELT, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of South Amboy, in the county of Middle 
sex and State of New Jersey, have invented 
new and improved Closure-bap Anchors, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and ex 
act description. . 
This invention relates to an anchoring de 

vice for attaching a closure cap to the ?lling 
opening of a tank or receptacle to prevent 
accidental loss of the same. The invention 
contemplates more particularly a loss pre 
venting device for the closure cap of the 
fuel tank of an automobile. 
The outstanding object of the present in 

vention is to provide an anchoring device 
for the closure cap which is provided with 
means for readily associating the anchor— 
ing device with the cap without the neces 
sity of boring. an opening in the cap or sol 
derino' the anchor chain thereto or requiring 
in any other manner alteration to said cap. 
As a further object the invention aims to 

provide a closure cap anchoring device 
which is extremely simple in its construc~ 
tion, inexpensive to manufacture and pro; 
duce, readily appliable to or removable 
from the standard forms of closure caps, 
and which is thoroughly reliable and highly 
efficient in its purpose. 

lVith the above recited and other objects 
in View, the invention resides in the novel 
construction set forth in the following speci 
?cation, particularly pointed out in the ap 
pended claims and illustrated in the accom 
panying drawing, it being understood that 
the right is reserved to embodiments other 
than those actually illustrated herein to the 
full extent indicated by the general mean 
ing of the terms in which the claims are ex 
pressed. 
In the drawing— 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective 

view of the rear end of an automobile illus 
trating a closure cap anchored to the fuel 
tank by an anchoring device constructed in 
accordance with the invention. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of 
a closure cap with the anchoring device as 
sociated therewith. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view through the cap 
with the attaching means for the anchoring 
device in place. 

Referring to the drawing by characters 
of reference, 10 designates a fuel tank hav 
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ing an exteriorly threaded ?lling nozzle 11 
over which a closure cap 12 of standard con 
struction is threaded to close the filling noz 
zle. The closure cap 12 is formed with in 
ternal threads 13 which terminate in spaced 
relation to the head or top 111 of the cap, 
thus ‘producing in effect an annular groove 
15 adjacent the head or top 14. The closure 
cap anchor consists of a flexible element 16 
such as a chain, cable or the like, which is 
formed at one end with a spring anchor 
member 17 preferably constructed of a 
single length of wire bent medially upon 
itself to provide an eye 18 which receives 
one terminal of the chain or ?exible element 
16 from the eye 18. The member 17 is pro 
vided with crossed legs 19 having terminal 
hooks 20 which under the inherent resiliency 
of the material from which the member 17 
is formed tends to effect a relative separa 
tion of the hooked terminals 20 to engage 
within the opening formed by the ?lling 
nozzle 11. The legs 19 and terminals 20 
may be forced toward each other in over 
lapping relation to reduce the width of the 
anchoring member 17 to facilitate its inser 
tion within the opening de?ned by the filling 
nozzle 11. The means for attaching or as 
sociating the opposite extremity of the ?exi 
ble element or chain 16 with the closure cap 
12 consists of a split expansion ring 21 
which is formed at one end into an eye 22 
for receiving the end link or terminal of the 
chain or ?exible element 16. To apply the 
split expansible ring 21 to the closure cap, 
the same is contracted sufficiently to be in 
serted through the interiorly threaded por 
tion 13 of the cap until the ring reaches the 
groove 15, at which point it will expand 
radially into said groove and lock in place 
against casual or accidental displacement. 
The anchoring member is thus attached to 
the closure cap Without the necessity of 
altering the same by boring an opening 
therein or soldering the terminal of the 
chain or ?exible element 16 thereto. When 
thus associated with the cap, the anchoring 
member 17 is compressed and inserted in 
the opening de?ned by the ?lling nozzle 11 
and thence being allowed to expand. This 
securely anchors the cap to the tank or re 
ceptacle 10, thus obviating any possibility 
of the driver of the vehicle forgetting the 
cap or otherwise losing the same at a ?lling 
station. It is of course understood that 
caps in which the threads extend entirely to 
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the endor top of the cap, the split expansionfligclosure cap having an internally threaded 
ring 21 may be sprung into engagement 
with one of the threads without in any Way 
departing from the spirit of the invention. 
I claim: ‘ ' 

1. As a new article of manufacture, a de 
vice for connecting a closure cap with a ?ll 
ing nozzle, comprising a flexible element 
having an anchoring means at one end en 
gageable Within the ?lling nozzle, and a ra 
dially expansible split resilient ring having 
a radially inward offset eye at one end with 
which the opposite end of the ?exible ele 
ment is connected, Which split ring is de— 
signed for frictional engagement Within the 
closure cap. 

‘2. The combination with a container hav 
7 ing an exteriorly threaded ?lling nozzle7 a 

portion de?ning‘ a groove between the inner 
end of the threaded portion and the end of 
the cap, and a device for anchoring said cap 
to the tank comprising a flexible element 
having an expansilole anchoring member at 
one end adapted to engage Within the open 
ino' defined by the ?lling nozzle, of means 
for detachably connecting the opposite end 
of the ?exible element to the closure cap, 
comprising a split expansible ring adapted 
for engagement Within the groove, and a- ra~ 
dially inward oli‘set eye at one end of the 
split ring With which the opposite end of 
the ?exible element is engaged whereby the 
flexible element is spaced from the inner pe 
riphery of the nozzle. 

JAMES l). VAN ,PELT. 
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