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To all whom it may concern.' 
Be it known that I, ARTHUR W. EDWARDS, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Sacramento, in the county of Sacramento 
and State of California, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in Composition 
Wallsfor Gaskets, of which the following 
is a specification. ` i 

This invention relates to aïburial casket, 
and more particularly to a composition of 
material for forming the walls of a casket 
or other purposes, for which such‘a com 
position wall would be suitable. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

such a composition wall for a casket, or for 
a like purpose, which is extremely inexpen 
sive and light, and yet sufïiciently durable 
for the intended use. 
The invention briefly consists in prepar 

ing a composition from rice straw, paper 
pulp and wood pulp and suliicient water to 
secure the desired consistency. 
position formed is then placed in av mold 
of the desired shape and subjected to a 
high degree of pressure, either by a hydrau 
lic or screw press. Also, a reinforcing ele 
ment may be incorporated if so desired. 
The intendeduse of the invention is illus 

trated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which~ 

Fig. 1 is a cross section of the composi 
tion when compressed; and 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of a burial 
casket with its walls formedl of the com 
position shown in Fig. l. ' 
Referring further to the drawings, A in 

dicates the composition formed when sub 
jected to pressure and Ci a casket with com 
position walls as shown in F ig. 1. The 
bottom and sides of the casket are >prefer 
ably formed by one mold and compression. 

The com- ' 

Any artistic beauty of the casket could be 
had by forming the molds to give the de 
sired result. The cover is molded separate 
ly and preferably the casket and cover are 
so formed that the casket can be hermeti 
cally sealed. The casket may bev covered 
in they usual manner and in appearance 
would >be the 'saine as an expensive casket. 
The composition, when placedunder pres 

sure, forms a hard substance, not easily 
dented or broken. The greater the pres 
sure the co-mposition is »subjected to, the 
greater the strength and toughnessl of the 
material formed. ` ' 

A fine mesh kwire screen B may also be 
incorporated in t-he walls as shown by the 
drawings to serve as` a reinforcement. 
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This element is preferable, but not neces. Y 
sary, as the composition forms a material 
sufficiently durable and of >sufficient strength 
for the use intended. 
While I have shown and described vmy" 

invention for a particular use, it is toi be 
understood that I am not to be so limited 
as indicated by the appended claim. 
Having thus described my invention, 

what I claim and desire toseure by Letters 
Patent is: ‘ 

A burial casket moulded and compressed 
to shape of fibrous plastic ysubstance con 
sisting of rice straw, paper and wood pulp, 
the walls and bot-tom of said casket having` 
connected sheets of reticulated reinforcing 
material embedded therein. 
In testimony whereof I have »hereunto 

set my hand in the 
scribing witnesses. 

ARTHUR “7. EDWARDS. 
“ïitnessesz l '  » 

It. P. TALBOT, 
GEORGE L. POPERT. 
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