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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM J. PANNIER, 

Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Pittsburgh, in the county of Allegheny 
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Stamps, of which the following is a speci? 
cation. . 

This invention is for a hand stamp of the 
kind used in various commercial establish 
ments in place of a stencil for marking 
products which are being manufactured or 
shipped, such as sheet metal, metal plates, 
boards or boxes, and the like. 
A primary object of the invention is to 

provide a stamp constructed in such a way 
as to be capable of use with sets of type mem 
bers of different sizes in such n'ianner that 
the spacing of the letters will always bear 
the same proportion to the size of the let 
ters. That is, that a set of large or small or 
interi'nediate sized letters may be used on 
the one stamp, and the same proportion be 
tween the spacing of the letters relatively 
to the size of the letters can be maintained, 
so that the appearance or design of the 'let— 
tering and other marking will be the same, 
irrespective of the size of the letters used. 
A further object is to provide removable 

and interchangeable type holding means, in 
a stamp of this kind, so that the lettering 
or arrangement of type may be changed-and 
one marking substituted for another, while 
it is not necessary to disturb the individual 
letters or characters, so that when a given 
arrangement of type is'removed from the 
stamp, it may be laid to one side and rein» 
serted when the necessity demands, without 
necessitating resetting a number of individ 
ual letters or characters. 
A still further object is to provide a stamp 

in which the letters or. characters forming 
the type are in the form of individual units 
which can be separately removed without 
disturbing the other characters in the stamp. 
Further objects are to provide a stamp 

which is simple‘ and rugged, and which is 
well adapted to the hard usage to which a 
stamp for this purpose is necessarily sub 
ject. I 

iing a curved bottom 

My invention may be understood by refer- ' 
ence to the accompanying drawings, in' 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the stamp; 
Fig. 2 is a bottom'plan View thereof; . 
Fig. 2a is a detail View of a releasable holds 

ing means for one of 
strips; ‘ 

Fig. 3 is a view 011 a smaller scale, illus 
trating how the lettering may be associated 
with some characteristic marking; 

the type bar retaining ‘ 
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Fig. 4 is a longitudinal vertical section 
on line IV—IV of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 5 is a transverse vertical section on 
line V—V of Fig. l; . - 
'Fig. 6 is a detail view showing in perspec 

tive one of the type holding strips or bars; 
Fig. 7 is a 

type members; ' 
Fig. 8 is a detail View showing the man 

ner of inserting or removing a single type 
member without disturbing the ‘other type 
members with which it is associated. 
In the drawings, 5 indicates a body meme 

her which preferably comprises a single 
piece of ‘relatively’heavy sheet metal having 
downwardly bent end portions 6. Secured 
to the under side of the body member 5.are ' ‘ 
spaced apart longitudinally extending brace 
members 7 which are preferably made of 
wood and have arcuate bottom edges 7*‘. The 
bottom portion of the stamp body preferably 

perspective view of one of the - 
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comprises another piece of sheet metal hav~ ‘ 
portion 8 conforming 

to the'shape of the bottom 7*‘ of the cross 
pieces‘ 7, and having upwardly and inward 
ly extending end portions 9 which are riveted 
or otherwise secured to the end portions 6 of 
body member 5. Secured on the sloping ends 
of the hollow body so formed are handles 
10. It will, of course, be understood that I 
do not necessarily limit myself to a body 
formed in this particular manner. 
Securedto the curved bottom 8 at each 

side thereof, are strips of metal 11 and 11a 
having notches 12 formed therein, the 
notches being spaced at a certain prede 
termined uniform distance. Fixed on the 
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strip 11 is a ?at retaining strip 13 which. 
serves as a cover for the notches in strip 11. 100 
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Strip 1111 has a notch 14: at the end thereof, 
and a strip 13a corresponding to strip 13 
is adapted to be detachably secured on strip 
111*“. A hook 131’ on onev end of strip 13a 
engages in the notch let to hold one end of 
strip 18*‘ in place. The other end of the 
strip 13ZL may be formed as shown in Fig. 
2a with a slot 150 therein. Retaining lips 
13‘1 may be formed at the ends of the strip 
at each side of the slot. A bolt 15 having 
an elongated head 15“, the width of which 
head is slightly less than that of the slot, 
passes through the body of the. stamp, and 
the inner threaded end is provided with a 
wing nut 15’. The head 15a of the bolt is 
normally positioned transversely of the slot 
18°- to hold the end of strip 13“ in place, the 
wing nut being tightened to hold the bolt 
from movement. To detach the strip 13“, 
the wing nut 15’ is partially unscrewed until 
bolt 15 can be turnedto bring the head 15“ 
in alinement with slot 13°, when the end 
of strip 13“ may be pulled. away and the 
hook 13b then disengaged from notch 1%. 
The strip 13*‘L can be attached and removed, 
therefore, merely by manipulating; one bolt 
and nut, and without entirely removing the 
bolt. 
A plurality of 'T-shaped type holding bars 

16, which may be integral or formed of two 
pieces 16a and 161’, are provided to extend 
across the bottom 8. These bars are held in 
spaced relation in the stamp body by means“ 
of extensions 16’ thereon, which received 
vin the notches 12. They can be secured in 
place and removed by tightening or remov 
ing strip 13“. By putting the bars 16 in 
the proper notches, they can be properly 
spaced from one another. ‘ 
The type member-s 20 are preterably made 

of soft rubber. They are in the form of a 
block having a T-shaped slot 21 on the 
under side thereof for embracing engage 
ment with the T-shaped type bars 16. They 
may be placed on the type bars 16 when the 
bars are removed from the stamp by sliding 
them over the ends of the bars. They can 
also be inserted and removed at any time by 
bending them to the shape shown in Fig. 8. 

.- Thus, it a certain set- of characters is ar 
ranged in the stamp, and it is desirable to 
change just a single character, such, for in 
stance, as a numeral, it can be quickly and 
readily done without disturbing the other 
letters or type members. ‘The type members 
20 are arranged on the bars 16 in any suitable 
way, as in rows, as shown in. Fig. 2. Spacers 
or ?llers 2Oa similar to the type blocks but ‘ 
having no printing projections thereon are 
also provided. 

In practice, it is contemplated that sets 
of type of different sizes be furnished with 
each. stamp. The size of the type blocks 
will be in proportion to the spacing of the 
notches 12. When large letters are being 
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printed, the type bars are set. further apart 
than where small letters are being used. 
When smaller letters are used, the bars 16 
are moved closer together, and in this way, 
the proper proportion in the spacing o'lE the 
letters, relatively to the size thereof, can be 
maintained. _ 
As it is contemplated that each set of type 

will include type members which can be 
arranged on the type bars to form various 
patterns, such as that shown in Fig. 3, so 
that distinctive markings may be printed in 
conjunction with the letters, and inasmuch 
as it is contemplated that the letters can be 
arranged in different distinctive ways, the 
importance of having the type bars so ar 
ranged as to permit of adjustment with the 
use of diii’erent sized type will be apparent. 
If the same proportions and relative posi 
tions of the letters could not be maintained 
with different sizes of type, the same distinc 
tive arrangements of letters or letters and 
characters could not otherwise be kept with 
a change of the size of the type. It will 
thus be seen that the stamp is readily adapt 
ablp for use with interchangeable. sets of 
type of different sizes. 

illurthermore, by having the type bars 16 
ren'iovable, and by supplying extra type bars, 
the bars with type thereon can be removed 
and laid away until it is desired to use that 
particular marking which they made and 
without disturbing the type members, and 
other bars with dili'erent type thereon can be 
set in the stamp. This eliminates the neces 
sity for setting up the type every time a cer 
tain frequently used marking is to be made. 
In using the stamp, it is ?rst pressed over 

an ink pad and the type are all inked by 
rocking it. Then the stamp is placed over 
the article to be marked and rocked while 
being pressed against the article. 

I claim: . 
1. A stamping device comprising a body 

having a type supporting face thereon, a 
plurality of type holding bars and means 
for mounting them in spaced relationship 
thereon, and ?exible type members remov 
ably straddling the bars. 

2. A stamping device comprising a body 
having a type supporting face thereon, a 
plurality of T-shaped typeiholding bars and 
means for mounting them in spaccdrela 
tionship thereon, and ?exible type members 
having T-shaped sockets in embracing en" 
gagement with the bars. 

8. A stamping device comprising a body 
having a type supporting face thereon, a 
plurality of type \holding bars and means 
for mounting them in spaced relationship 
thereon, and ?exible-type members mounted 
thereon, said type members being provided 
with transverse en'ibracing socket port-ions 
adapted to be opened by bending the type 
members, whereby they may be applied di 
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rectly against and into embracing engage 
ment with the bars. 

4. A stamping device comprising a body 
having an arcuate type carrying face, strips 
located at each side of said face having 
spaced notches and covering strips therefor, 
means for removably securing one of said 
strips, a plurality of type holding bars se 
cured in said notches in spaced relationship, 
and ?exible type members in- embracing en 
gagement with the bars. 

5. A stamping device comprising a body 
member having a type carrying face there 
on, type holding bars extending across the 
face, and type members comprising soft rub 
ber blocks having bar embracing means 
therein and which may be mounted or re 
moved from the bar by bending the rubber 
blocks to distort the bar embracing means. 

6. In a stamping machine as disclosed, the 
combination with a supporting base having 
oppositely located series of spaced holding 
covered. notches, a covering and retaining 
strip for one of said series of notches having 
a hooked engagement with the base at one 
end, and a removable slot and key connec 
tion‘ therewith at the other end. 

7. In a stamping machine as disclosed, the 
COll'lblllzttlOll with a supporting base having 
oppositely located series of spaced holding 
covered notches, a covering and retaining 
strip for one of said series of notches hav~ 
ing a hooked engagement with the base at 
one end and a centrally slotted upturned op 
posite end providing terminal abutments, 
and a tightening bolt loosely mounted in the 
base provided with a nut and a holding ter 
minal for engagement with the slotted end 
of the retaining strip. 

8. A stamping device comprising a body 
having a type carrying face thereon, notched 
strips extending along each side of said 
face, a plurality of notches at a known dis 
tance apart: being provided in each strip, 
type holding bars having end portions 
adapted to be received in the notches ex 
tending across the type carrying face, means 
for removably holding the bars in the 
notched strips, said means including a re 
movable strip extending over one of the 
notched strips and having means at one end 
thereof for removably securing it in place 
and having a slot at the other end thereof, 
a bolt in said body having an elongated head 
adapted to pass through the slot in said 
strip for removably retaining the other end. 

3 

of the strip from movement, and type mem 
bers on the type holding bars. 

9. A stamping device comprising a body 
member having a type carrying face, T 
shaped type holding bars extending across 
the face, means for ?xedly locating and 
holding said bars in spaced relationship, and 
type members comprising blocks having a 
T-shaped slot therein for engagement with 
the T-shaped type holding means. 

10. A stamping device comprising a body 
member having a type carrying face, spaced 
apart type holding bars adjustably retained 
on said type carrying face, means for remov 
ably holding said bars in different, adjusted 
positions in such manner that the spacing 
between them may be varied, and type 
blocks straddling the type holding bars. 

11. A stamping device comprising a body 
member having a type carrying face, a 
plurality of type holding bars on the type 
carrying face, means at each side of the type 
carrying face cooperating with the type 
holding bars to hold them in position, said 
means having a series of recesses therein to 
removably receive the ends of the type 
holding bars,.the recesses being greater in 
number than the number of type holding 
bars and being equally spaced from one an 
other, and removable type members strad 
dling the type holding bars. 

12. A stamping device comprising a body 
member having a type carrying face, spaced 
apart type holding bars adjustably retained 
on said type carrying face, means for remov 
ably holding said bars in different adjusted 
positions in such manner that the spacing 
between them may be varied, and type 
blocks carried on the holding bars and hav~ 
ing a Width greater than the width of the 
type bars whereby the edges of the blocks 
of one bar may be brought adjacent to the 
edges of the blocks on adjacent bars. 

13. A stamping device comprising a body 
member having a type carrying face, T 
shaped type holding bars extending across 
the face, means for ?xedly locating and 
holding said bars in spaced relationship, 
and type members comprising relatively 
soft rubber blocks having a T-shaped slot 
therein for engagement with the T-shaped 
type holding means. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto a?ix my 

signature. , 

WILLIAM J. PANNIER, JR. 
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