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T 0 aZZ whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, VERN SLATER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
the city of Chicago, county of Cook, and 
State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in SoftC‘ollar 
Attachments; and I do hereby declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact ‘de 
scription of the invention, such as will en 
able others skilled in the art to'which it 
appertains to make and use the same. ‘ 
This invention relates to improvements in 

soft collar attachments and more particular~ ~ 
ly embodies a uniquely novel device, for 
snugly and smoothly maintaining the shape 
and disposition of the soft collar“ wings 
against undue displacement and gapping, the 
essential characteristics and further ob 
jects of which improved‘device will here 
inafter more fully appear. ‘ ‘ 
In order to prevent the undue gapping' 

and ?aring of the wings of such collars of‘ 
the soft or unstarched type, the, customary 
practice of the wearer heretofore has been 
to connect the ends or tips of the collar 
wings by means of a tape or short flexible 
band passed underneath the tie-knot», where 
a four-in~hand tie is employed, and secured 
to the collar tips as by means'of comple 
mentary button holes and buttons for the 
collar tips and tape ends, or in lieu of such 
short tapes there have also been employed’, 

"tional view'of one'form of the device drawn 1 ~ 
'on a]sub'stantiallyenlargedscale; Figure 2 ‘ 
is a bottom plan or rear, elevationalwview 

other analogous securing devices such as a 
chain, link or even clasp pins connecting, 
the collar tips, orthe gapping end edges of 
the wings higher up than the actual tip 
ends, with the same end in View. ‘ ' ~ 

However, such devices, which are aimed 
to connect the tip ends of the collar, are not 
satisfactorily practicable in any instance 
and are wholly impracticable where a bow 
tie is to be employed, and furthermore it 
will have been observed that such, devices 
do not support the collar wings in smoothly 
set disposition but, contrariwise, their tend 
ency is to pull the collar tips‘ together and 
inwardly towards the shirt bosom, causing 
a. bucklinglike bending of the collar tips 
and a central bulging and wrinkling of 
the collar wings as a whole, or where at» 
tached higher up than the actual tip ends, 
then to draw those portions more particular 
ly together, when in either event there is a 
corresponding bunglesome and somewhat 

slovenly unsightliness'that makes the collar 55 

have a worn and soiled appearance even imi ' " 
mediately uponitsw?rst being ‘put on, and ‘ 

’ obviously all the more so after wearing but!" 
av'ery ‘sh‘orttime, so?that all of the fore- ‘ 
going ‘features’ are and have always been 
seriously, ‘objectionable and I distasteful to 'i 
‘the neat'dresser, and may be‘truly ascribed 
as the primary reasons why manyv do not 

60' 

wear these extremely comfortable soft col~ ~ - 
lars which ‘they 
would'do. ' ' ‘ I 

The primary ‘aim of my 

compact structure, which 1 is comparatively 
inexpensive to manufacture‘ and‘ ‘ market, 
which ‘is durable in use and e?ective~in~ I 
overcoming ‘the aforesaid objections, and 

"undoubtedly otherwise 

_ I inventionl'lias h 

been‘to. provlde such an improved type of I ' 
‘device that 1830}? light weight,,simple and ‘ 

65 

which may be facilely attached to and de- l: 
tached from the unexposedi'orinside faces of 75 
the Icollarwings ;' but these and other objects ‘ 
and advantages will be so ‘clearly apparent v‘ 
as incidental to‘the‘following disclosure that 
it‘ would’ serve‘ ‘no useful purpose’ tofurth'er 
enlarge upon the same initially, so'thatwith 

drawings, illustrating certain practical em 
bodiments of'the' 
drawingséy ‘ I v , , l ‘ 

‘Figure 1 is aftopf plan or a fronteleva 

thereof; Figure 3 is a front elevational view 
'of'a portion of asoft collarland four-in» 

improvements, iniwhich ‘ 

so , 

‘these prefacing remarks reference will now “ ' 
be "immediately had to‘ the‘ accompanying 

90 

hand tie, with‘ the improved device attached , 
in place, behind the tie-knot and the wings 1 
or‘?ap endsfof the collar, the‘device itself-1 

.95 being fully hidden and» illustrated in dotted 
lines, and' the ‘showing. of the device being I 
analogous in disposition to that. of Fig. l, ' 
Figure 41- is a cross-sectional view taken in‘ 
a plane along the line4y——4l of Fig. 1; Fig 
ure 5 isa fragmentary cross-sectional view 100 

on the line 5 of Fig. 1; Figure 6 is a plan ' 
"View of ‘a cut blank for a slightly modi?ed 
form of the end bar supports, for the collar 
gap spanning‘spring connection,which may 
in fact be‘ the preferred. form in so farlas 
economical manufacture is concerned; and 
Figure 7 is an edge view of the blank shown 
at Fig. 6, but with two partially sheared 
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projecting members bent rearwardly to pro 
vide a loop for receiving an endof the. 
spring. 

Referring ?rst to Figures 1 to 5, inclu 
sive, a pair of elongated supporting end 
members, which preferably are in the form 
of thin and narrow bars or plates, are con 
nected together by ?exible means of tensile 
elasticity, as for instance by a ?attened coil 
s ring, which provides for a freedom of 
exing in all directions under suitable ten 

It is to be particularly noted that 
these end bars, members or supports, in 
reality comprise relatively rigid elongated 
stays per se, although ?exibly mounted by 
the connecting means, and are projectedlat 
erally at both ends substantially beyond said 
?exible connecting means, or ?attened-coil 
spring, preferably in substantially the same. 
plane thereof, being provided with means 

i for attachment to the inside ‘faces of the 
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wings of thecollar, to be disposed or ex-. 
tended adjacently of the end edges thereof, 
andv substantially parallel thereto,._all of 
which will more fully hereinafter appear. 
For the purpose of- clearly distinguishing 
the front and back of the device, the front 
faces of the end bars and the spring are 
respectively designated by the numerals ‘ 6 
and 8, while their rearfaces are indicated 
at 6’ and 8’. " _ 
The inner‘edge‘ faces of theend vbars pro 

vide a plurality of spurs orimpinging teeth, 
the front faces of whichfare indicated by 
the numeral 7 while their rear faces'are 
designated at 7 ’, and ‘these inwardlyéypjro~ 
jecting spurs or impinging teeth ‘are bent 
to also slightly project forwardly; of the 
front faces -6 of the *end bars, or at'least-this 
would appear tojbe preferable.‘ In the 

, drawings I have shown one of these teeth 
at each extremity of the end bars and late 
erally projecting inwardly at right.‘ angles 
thereto, which from'my .priorexperimenta 
tions I- prefer to do,-but it is to be emphati 
cally understood that I do not wish to im 
pose any such limitations on-my improve 
ments, as it. is obvious that more than a 
pair ofimpinging teeth could be employed 
if desired, and furthermore they Inightvbe 
disposed otherwise than laterally of the in 
ner edge face of the end bar.‘ . 
While it might be feasible and, practical 

in‘ some instances to mount the spring ele 
ment centrally or even towards the, lower 
ends of the end bars, this would in most in 
stances be objectionable as a part ofthe'de 
vice would doubtless 'bevexposed, and. show 
under the tie knot, and this would be espe 
cially trueif a bow tie, was being worn. I 
therefore prefer‘ to mount'the spring-ele 
ment a slight distance above thecenterof 
the end bar supports or more towards-their 
upper ends as illustrated. 
The ends of the ?attened .coil spring; ele 
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ment, when employed instead of other 
equivalent ?exible connecting means, may be 
mounted by and attached to the end bar sup 
ports in any suitable or preferred way, and 
in Figures 1 to 5 I have shown the end bars 
as providing a depression by offsetting a por 
tion of the bar as indicated at 9 to form a 
recess 10 in the front face of each end bar, 
to snugly seat its complementary spring 
end with the front face 8 of the latter sub 
stantially flush with the plane of the front 
face 6 of the end bar, it being also observed 
that the inner edge of the end bars provide 
a slight projection or seating web indicated 
at 11, and it being understood that the spring 
ends are attached to their complementary 
end bar supports in any, suitable way. _ 
In the form of'end bar shown at Figs. 

6 and 7, the-front face thereof is designated 
at 16 and its rear face ‘at 16’, while 17 and 
17 ’ respectively indicate, the front and back 
faces of the triangular impinging teeth. _ 
In this form,__however, the seating web 

section-or zone 18, correspondingto the in 
wardly projecting lateral web 11 of the other 
figures, is of-slightly different formation and 
embodies a pair of oppositely projected sec 
.tions‘or ‘tongues or strips 20, normally dis 
posed longitudinally in the plane of the main 
body portion. but partially sheared or sepa 
rated therefrom bythe-slits21, which tongue 
strips or. extensions , 20 are adapted to be 
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bent ?nally to form a rearwardly projected ‘ 
loop for snugly encompassing a comple 
mentary spring end ,of the'connection 8-j-8' 
with the forward face of the latter lying 
substantially/?ush with the vfront face 16 
of thewend bars, all of which will ‘be clearly 
apparent and fully understood without the 
speci?c illustration of the coil spring in 
these views. 
Topermit of theptongues 20 being bent 

more. accurately, it may be preferable to 
further provide an integral lateral lip or 
short extension 19, which forms a continua 
tion of the web 18 between the inner ends 
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of the slits 21, and if desired this lip ,ex— ~ 
tension 19 may bebent rearwardly for in 
sertion between the coils of the adjacent 
spring end, so that when the tongues 20 
are bent or wrapped rearwardly over the 
spring ends the lip extensions 19 would fur 
ther function as cooperatinglocking lugs to 
~more positively secure the spring ends 
against , displacement. 
At all events it will be observed that, in 

both forms of the device, the elongated end 
supports or stays are normally disposed 
substantially parallel'to each other, or sub 
stantially at right angles to the ?attened 
coil spring, and lie approximately in the 
same ‘plane, relatively to the ?attened coil 
spring, with said elongatedestays projected 
laterally at both ends‘substantially beyond 
the ?exible connecting means therebetween. 
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Referring now to the application of the 
improved device to a soft collar as specifi 
cally illustrated at Figure 3, wherein the 
collar ends or wings are indicated at 12, the 
neckband of a tie at 13 and the tie-knotat 
14, it will be observed that one end bar is 
affixed to the inside face of one of the collar ' 
wings 12 by means of the impinging teeth 
while the other end bar is likewise affixed 
to the inside face of the other collar wing, 
with the coiled spring slightly distended and 
snugly supporting or backing the rear of 
the tie-knot to slightly hold the latter for 
wardly in proper disposition against sag 
ging. Furthermore, it will be observed that 
the elongated end bars serve not only as a 
support for smoothly holding the collar 
wings against sagging or wrinkling but also 
the coiled spring exerts a slight but uni 
form pull on the end bars towards each 
other, and thus maintains a uniform space 
across the gap between the edges of'the col~ 
lar wings without pulling the tips thereof 
inwardly underneath the tie-knot, or in 
other words by the employment of my im 
proved attachment a soft collar is held in 
the same proper position with reference to 
the ends of its wings as would be the proper 
‘?tting of a highly starched or stiff collar, 
thus providing for a more dressy appear 
ance. It may be further stated that the 
impinging pins are not passed through the 
front layer of the soft collar but only 
through the rear layer so that no part of 
the device is exposed to view. 
From all of the foregoing it is believed 

that the great utility and complete advan 
tages of the novel article of manufacture 
will be clearly understood, but while vI have 
thus disclosed certain specific embodiments 
of the improvements it will be understood 
that I do not wish to unnecessarily limit 
myself to all of the details as disclosed, 
excepting as they may come within the 
terms of the ensuing claims or a fair in 
terpretation thereof in the light of the 
speci?cation if necessary, as it is obvious 
that minor alterations might be made with 
out departing from the gist of the in 
vention. For instance, while it would ap 
pear to be more satisfactory to stamp the 
end bars out of thin metal with the im 
pinging pins integral therewith, it might be 
feasible to accomplish the desired ends by, 
other equivalent means, but for practical 
commercial manufacture it is believed that 
the forms actually illustrated would be 
preferable. 
What I do claim as new and patentable 

1s :— 

1. In attachments for soft collars, a hold 
ing device for the wings of the latter embody 
ing a pair of stiffened elongated end supports 
which provide means for detachably secur~ 
ing same to said wings adjacent the end 

3 

edges thereof, and ?exible means of tensile ' 
elasticity connecting said end supports in 
laterally spaced relation, the said elongated 
end supports being projected laterally at 
both ends substantially beyond the ‘?exible 
connecting means therebetween. 

‘2. In attachments for soft collars, a hold— 
ing device for the wings of the'latter em 
bodying aypair of stiffened elongated end 
supports which provide means for detacha 
bly securing same to said wings at the rear 
face thereof and contiguously of their end 
edges, and a ?exible element connecting said 
end supports, in laterally spaced relation, at 
positions towards the upper ends thereof. 

3. In attachments for soft collars, a hold 
ing device for the wings of the latter em 
bodying a pair of sti?ened elongated end 
supports which provide suitable fastening 
projections for detachably securing said end 
supports ?atwise of the rear faces of said 
wings and contiguously of their end edges, 
and ?exible means of tensile elasticity con 
necting said end supports in laterally spaced 
relation, the said elongated end supports be 
ing projected laterally at both ends substan 
tially beyond the ?exible connecting means 
therebetween. 

4-. In attachments for soft collars, a hold 
ing device for the wings of the latter em 
bodying a pair of elongated end supports 
formed of thin metal and which provide 
integral impinging teeth for detachably se 
curing said end supports ?atwise of the rear 
faces of said wings, and a ?exible element 
connectingsaid end supports in laterally 
spaced relation, the said elongated end sup 
ports being projected laterally at both ends 
substantially beyond the ?exible connecting 
means therebetween. ~ 

5. In attachments for soft collars, a holding 
device for the wings of the latter embodying 
a pair of sti?'ened elongated end supports 
which provide means for detachably secur 
ing same to said wings, and a freely ?exing 
coiled ?attened spring mounting said end 
supports in laterally spaced relation, and in 
substantially the same plane therewith, the 
said elongated end supports being project 
ed laterally at both ends substantially be 
yond said ?attened coiled spring. 

6. In attachments for soft collars, a hold 
ing device for the wings of the latter em 
bodying a pair of sti?ened elongated end 
supports which provide means for detach 
ably securing same to said wings, and a 
freely vflexing coiled spring extending be 
tween and mounting said end supports, in 
laterally spaced relation, at positions to 
wards the upper ends thereof. 

7. In attachments for soft collars, a hold 
ing device for the wings of the latter em 
bodying a pair of stiffened elongated end 
supports which provide suitable fastening 
projections for detachably securing said end 
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supports ?atwise of the rear faces of said 
Wings and contiguously of their end edges, 
and a freely ?exing ?attened coiled spring 
extending between and mounting said end 
supports in laterally spaced relation, the 
said elongated end supports being projected 
laterally at both ends substantially beyond 
said ?attened coiled spring. 

8. In attachments for soft collars, a hold‘ 
ing device for the wings of the latter em 
bodying a pair of elongated end supports 
formed of thin metal and which provide in 
tegral impinging teeth for detachably se 

curing: said end supports ?atwise, to said 
Wings, and a freely ?exing ?attened coiled 
is rinvr extendine between and mountind 23 C) b 

said end s'upports'in ‘laterally spaced rela~ 
tion, and insubstantially the same plane 
therewith, the said elongated end supports 
being projected laterally‘ at both ends sub 
stantially beyond said ?attened coiled 
spring. 
In testimony whereof, I affix mysigna-l 

ture. Y 

VERN SLATER. _ 
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