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To all whom it may GO’ILCGWL.‘ 
Be it known that I, CARL H. BISSELInlL 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city of Syracuse, in the State of New York, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Outlet Boxes',;of.which the 
following is-aspeei?cation, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, forming 
a part hereof. » - i ‘ 

This invention relates generally to the 
iype of outlet box shown in the Vibber 
'atent No. 932,196,‘ in which clamping ele 
ments on the front and rear faces of a wall 
are secured together to afford a staple sup 
port for an outlet box. In employing this 
method of installation it is necessary to in 
troduce the back clamping element through 
the opening cut in the wall and then subse— 
quently unite the front clamping element 
with it through the securing devices. The 
present invention has, for its principal ob 
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ject to associate with the back clamping mem- ' 
ber suitable means for retaining it in place 
until such time as the front clamping mem 
ber is secured thereto. More particularly, 
the invention seeks to provide, as an im 
proved article of manufacture, aback clamp 
ing member for the purpose described which 
shall have formed as an integral part thereof 
the means for retaining the member in posi 
tion on the reverse face of the well until 
such time as the front clamping member 
is permanently secured thereto. In the pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention the 
back member carries one or more ?exible 
tangs which may 
the wall alon the ed e of the openin ._ 
The invention will e described wit ref 

erence to the embodiment illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings wherein: 
Figure 1 is a view in elevation of the rear 

side of the improved clamping member. 
Figure 2 is a ‘view in. perspective of a 

portion thereof showing one of the ?exible 
tangs. ' ' 

Figure 3 is a view in vertical section 
through the clamping element secured in an 
opening in a lath and plaster wall by the 
flexible tangs. - 
Figure 4 is a view in perspective of a por 

tion of a front-"clamping member. 
Itpwill be understood that the improved 
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clamping member a may be of any form I 
and dimensions but as illustrated herein is 

55 of generally rectangular form and including 

be bent over to engage, 

‘not only the ?anged vsection a’ to bear 
against the rear side of the laths but also 
an inner peripheral ?ange a2 of the same 
con?guration as the opening. In installing 
a box such as b which is to be supported by 
clamping members such .as the back clamp 
ing member a and a front clamping member 
0 it ‘is desirable, after the opening-is cut in the 
Wall, to pass the back clamping member a 
through the opening and hold it in place 
until'the front clamping member 0 is secured 
thereto as through securing screws d pass— 
ing through the front member 0 and taking 
into openings as provided therefor in the 
Hat ?ange a’. When the back clamping 
member a is thus supported in the opening 
the wires may be ?shed and drawn out 
through the opening in the clamping mem 
her. for introduction into the box 22 before 
the, box is permanently mounted. The pe 
ripheral ?ange a2 of the clamping member 
a facilitates ?shing of the wires since it 
forms a smooth facing for the opening pin 
the wall.‘ Heretofore, no means have been 
proposed for securing the back clamping 
member in place and the expediency has 
been resorted to of holding it by means 
of one or more of the retaining screws d. 
This is somewhat inconvenient and such 
an expedient does not maintain the back 
clamping member in proper relation to the 
opening during ?shing of the wires with 
out special attention on the part of the work 
man. By the improved construction it is 
proposed to associate with the back clamp 
ing member a means by which it may be 
_held in place until such time as the retain 
ing screws 03 are ?nally passed between the 
front clamping member 0 and ' the back 
clamping ?ange a’. Such means in the pre 
ferred form consist of ?exible tangs a‘1 car 
ried integrally with the peripheral ?ange 
a2 and disposed in any number and in an 
positionsfound to be necessary or most e - 
fective. In the illustrated form two such 
tangs are shown as disposed at the top and 
bottom of the peripheral?ange a2 and cen 
trally thereof. When the back clamping 
is properly positioned the workman may 
bendithe tangs a* over the edge of the laths 
or otherwall material indicated at e and 
‘the tangs will embrace the wall material 
with su?icient positiveness to hold the back 
clamp a in position during the ?shing of 
the wires and until such time as the front 
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thereto by 

' flange 
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clamping member 0 is permanently secured 
the through screws d. If desir 

able, the front ?ange member a may have 
formed therein. openings 0’ alined with the ' 
tangs a‘, respectively, so as to receive them 
without interference‘. _ 

, - The invention is not‘ limited to the precise 
character of the back clamping element nor 
the front clamping element so long as ele 
ments are provided which will ' co-operate 
for the support of an outlet box in accord 
ance with the principle described by Vibber 
Patent No. 932,196. ‘For thatreason, it is 
immaterial whether the front clamping 

0 is carried with the box I) or whether 
the box is independent thereof. Further, 
the invention is not to be limited to the pro 
vision of integral tangs a4 on the back clamp 
ing‘ member a although this appears to be 
the cheapest and most eiiective construction. 
What I claim is: . 
1. As an article of manufacture, a back 

clamping plate for the purpose described 
having means for co-operation with the wall 
on which the plate is mounted for tempo 
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rarily supporting the plate, said plate also 
having means ,for co-operation with per 
manent retaining devices. 

2. As an article of manufacture a back 
clamping plate for the purpose described 
having formed integrally therewith adja 
cent the peripheral opening therein means 
for co-operation with the wall on which the 
plate is supported to support the plate tem 
porarily. 

3. A back clamping plate for the purpose _ 
described having formed integrally there 
with ?exible means for co-operation with the 
wall on which the plate is supported, to re 
tain the plate temporarily in ?xed relation 
to the‘ wall.‘ > 

%. In'combination, front and back clamp 
ing plates for the support of an outlet box, 
means for permanently uniting said clamp 
ing plates and independent means carried 
with the back plate to support it temporarily 
in ?xed relation to the wall. 

This'speci?cation signed this 20th day of 
December A. D. 1922. 

- CARL H. BISSELL. 
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