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- To all whom it maylcomem." 
Be‘ it known that I, WILLIAM H. ALLEN, 

a. citizen of-the United States, and residin 
at Detroit, in the county of Wayne an . 

5 State of Michigan, have invented a new and 
' Improved Powder for Reducing Irritation, 
of which the following is‘ a speci?cation. 
This invention relates to means for pre 

venting cha?ng‘ and for reducing'irri-tation, 
10 of human skin caused by perspiration and 

the friction of clothes upon the moist sur 
afaces,.and its object is to provide means to 
convert the dead adherent epithelial débris 
into compounds that arenot-readily broken 

1.5 down by bacteria. . t . 
Where cha?ng has be 11, the healing of 

the skinv is, delayed an the irritation in 
creased'in many persons through the growth 
of bacteria in the dead adherent tissue, and 

20 it has bee-n found that by checking or stop 
ping this bacterial action, the natural ?uids 
1n the skin soon reconstruct the chafed sur 
faces. 

‘ _ When‘ the dead adherent tissue at the 
2‘ chafed surfaces of the human body is tanned, 

terial action is practically stopped,‘ and fur 
thermore, the chafed surfaces heal almost 
immediately. The tanning material must 

80 ‘be ‘applied in minute quantities and prefer 
ably dry. ' , a 

' To carry this invention into effect, a ?nely 
powdered ‘inert-mineral substance such as 

35 tened with a solution of a chromium salt, 
fasic chromium sulphate preferred, (Or, 
(SO.,)8.(OH) 6), the proportions being such 
that after the mixture has dried it will com 

. prise about ?ve per cent of this chromium 
40 sulphate, although this percentage ma be 

increased or‘ diminished. Each artic e of 
' ‘ the tale ‘is thus coated with a lm of the 

' chromium salt. I vrefer this to mixing the 
powdered talc \wit the powdered salt, as 

45 this dry mixture is-liable to contain more 
or less broken fragments. of the salt which 

especially by means of chromium salts, bac- - 

iydrated magnesium-silicate or talc is mois- . 
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are'liable to be irritating a the skin. Care 
must be taken that the mineral powder con 
tains nothing that could irritate the skin‘or ' 
combine with the chromium salt to produce‘ 
an irritant. The dried powder is dusted or 
rubbed onto the chafed or irritated surface 

50 

and it usually brings immediate relief. It ' 
is not to be ‘considered a remedy for skin dis 
eases. 
While 

as giving the best results, any vother normal 
or basic water soluble salt of chromium may 
be used with bene?cial results, includiiig 
chlorides, acetates and :the other sulphates. 
Any other mineral substance which can be 
?nely powdered and which will be inert in a 
solution of a chromium salt may be em 
ployed’instead of talc,?clays being a good 
example, but because of its peculiar softness 
and color, tale is preferred. 
The proportions and combinations may 

therefore be varied by those skilled in the 
art without departing from the spirit .of my 
invention as set forth in the following 
claims. \ p 

I claim :— Y . 
1. The process of preparing a powder for 

reducing the irritation of human skin, which 
consists ,in moistening powdered talc with‘a 
solution of basic chromium sulphate and 
then drying the mixture, the amount of 
chromium salt in the dried mixture being 
about ?ve per cent of. the whole. 

v2. The process of preparing a powder for 
reducing the irritation of human skin which 
‘consists in molstemng powdered inert min 
eral substances with an aqueous solution of 
a chromium salt, and .then drying the mix 
ture. ' . 

3. An’ admixtureof a soluble chromium 
sulphate and a powdered inert silicate. - 

4. 
ered with a ?lm of soluble chromium sul 
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‘I prefer basic chromium sulphate - 
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Powdered talc having its particles cov- , ' 


