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To all whom it may concern‘; 
Be it known that I, HENRY ZINsER, aciti 

zen of Germany, and resident of the city 
of New York, in the county of Queens and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Window 
Shades, of which the following is a speci? 
cation. ' 

The present invention relates to window» 
shades of the type wherein the shade is se 
cured to a roller, having a spring that rolls 
up the shade when a detent is thrown back 
by a slight downward jerk. 
One of the difficulties experienced with 

window-shades of the type mentioned is 
that the shade proper is torn o? the roller 
when unwound too far. Numerous attempts 
have been made to overcome this dif?oulty, 
but, as far as known, the means for pre 
venting the tearing oil‘ the roller from the 
shade are too complicated and also unre 
liable in their operation. 
The main object of the present invention 

is to provide a simple and e?icient attach 
ment for window-shades which overcomes 
the di?iculty above referred to. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a window-shade of the character stated 
which is capable of manufacture on a com 
mercial scale, or in other words one which 
is not so di?icult to make as to be beyond 
the reasonable cost of such a contrivance. 
With these and other objects in View, 

which will more fully appear as the nature 
of the invention is better understood, the 
same consists in the combination, arrange 
ment and construction of parts hereinafter 
described, pointed out in the appended claim 
and illustrated in the accompanying draw 
in gs, it being understood that many changes 
may be made in the size and proportion of 
the several parts and details of construc 
tion within the scope of the appended claim, 
without departing from the spirit or sacri 
?cing any of the advantages of the inven 
tion. 
One of the many possible embodiments 

of the invention is illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings, in which :— 
Figure 1 is a perspective View of a win— 

dow frame with a window-shade con 
structed in accordance with the present in 
vention in position thereon; Fig. 2 is a sec 
tion. on a larger scale, taken on line 2—~2 
of Fig. 1 through the shade roller and- shade 

only; Fig. 3 is a section taken on line 3-1-3 
of Fig. 2; and Fig. 4 is a section taken on 
lineHofFig. 2. ' ' , ; 

In the drawings, the numeral 10 indicates 
a window frame, to which are secured in 
any suitable manner brackets 11, in the 
latter being mounted in the usual way a 
roller 12. To this roller is fastened by 
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tacks 13, or otherwise, a shade 14.. Thus ' 
tar, the construction and operation of the 
elements are well known, so that a further 
detalled description of the same seems to 
be unnecessary. ' 

Adjacent-the upper end of the shade is- ‘ 
secured to the latter in any suit-able manner " 
a plurality of spaced resilient bands 15, for 
instance rubber bands. These bands are 
also ?xed, for instance by staples 16, to the 
roller 12. When the shade 14 is nearly un 
wound from the roller 12, the’ shade and 
the rubber bands diverge, as clearly shown 
in Fig. 2 of the drawings, the bands 15 
being shorter in their normal unstretched 
state than the distance measured on the 
shade between the point of attachment of 
the shade to the roller and the point of 
attachment of the bands 15 to the shade. 
The operation of this-deviceis as follows: 

When the shade 14: is nearly unwound from 
the roller 12, (Fig. 2), the resilient. bands 
15 are drawn taut and thereafter stretched, 
thereby preventing a further unwinding 
movement of the roller 12 and thus a de 
taching of the shade from the roller. 
The resilient bands may be of any suit 

able con?guration, their number varying ac- . 
cording to the requirements. It is possible 
to substitute a single web‘ of considerable 
width for the plurality of rubber bands 
shown in the drawings. 
In the ordinary window-shades hereto 

fore in use, when the shade is entirely un 
wound, by accident or otherwise, from the 
roller, it cannot be rewound without the 
operator taking hold of the roller proper 
and starting the rewinding of the shade. 
This defect of the rollers heretofore in use 
is due to the fact that the detent controlling 
the spring of the roller cannot be thrown 
back, after the shade has been entirely un 
wound,_by pulling on the shade. With the 
device herein described this is not the case, 
as, no matter how far the shade has been 
unwound, the resilient bands 15 always per 
mit the detent to be thrown back by a s1 ght 
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downward jerk, thereby permitting the 
spring to roll up the shade. 
What I claim is :— 
A window shade comprising a roller, a 

shade fastened thereto, and flexible bands 
attached to said shade and roller, the length 
of each band in its normal unstretched state 
being shorter when the shade is nearly un 
wound from the roller than the distance 
measured on the shade between the point of 

, attachment of the shade to ‘the roller and 
the point of attachment of said band to said 
shade, each band being attached to the said 
shade intermediate its ends and the loose 
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portion of each band extending toward said 
shade, the points of attachment ofsaid bands 
to said roller and the points of attachment 
of said shade to said roller being spaced 
apart and the points of attachment of said 
bands to said roller being disposed below 
the points of attachment of said shade to 
said roller when the shade is nearly un 
wound from the said roller. 

Signed at New York, in the county of 
Queens and'State of New,Y0rk, this 19th 
day of September, A. D. 1921. 

HENRY ZINSER. 
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