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To all ’whom ¿t may concern: 
Be it known thati -I, JOHN A. YMouni 

soN, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at S okane, inwthe county of Spo 
kane- and tate of Washington, have 1n 
vented certain new and useful improve 
ments in Exit Lights, of which the follow 
ing is a specification, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings. _ - 

This invention relates to improvements in 
exit 1i hts, and an important object of the 
inventlon is to provide in an exit light means 
prîlventing accidental extinguishing of .the 
li t. . . 

gA 'further object of the invention is to pro 
vide an 'exit light having main and auxil 
iary lighting elements, the main lighting ele 
ment being normally operative and the auX 
iliary li hting element becoming operative 
upon fai ure of the main lighting element. 
A still further object of the invention> is 

to provide a device of this character having 
means not only whereby the exit may be in 
dicated but means whereby the exit intimes 
of necessity, such as upon failure of the il 
luminating elements of _the buildin of 
-which the exit forms a part, the exit signal 
is not only illuminated but likewise provides 
illumination for the exit proper.  
An additional object of the invention is to 

provide-devices of this character in selfcon 
tained units and which may be readily in- 
stalled to replace the ordinaryexit lights 
now in use. 

36 These and other objects Í attain by the 
construction and arrangement shown in the 
accompanying drawings wherein for the 
purpose of illustration is shown a preferred 
embodiment Aof my invention and wherein 
like reference characters designate like parts 
throughout. - 

In the drawings :-- y 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of an exit 

light'constructed in accordance with my in 
vention; 
Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view takenv 

therethrough ; _ 
Figure 3 is a view showing the same in 

position at an e‘xit and indicating 1n dotted 
lines a remote position for the control 
switch; and ` 
Figure 4 is a detail sectional view taken 

through the switch. ° ‘ 
Referring now `more 4partlcularly to the 

drawings, .the numeral' 10 designatesa cas 
ing of any desired conformatlon havlng a 

_ lens 11 vin one'wall thereof preferably co1 
ored red after the usual custom- followed 
-with such signals, andv rovided .u on its 
face with the word “Exit or other i entify 
ing characters 12.y The casin 10 is provided 
in that wall thereof ada te to be directed 
towardythe exit with W ich the signal is 
used,. with an o ening having arranged 
therein a lens 13 acked by a reflector 14 
arranged within the casin and having an 
illuminating element 15 t erein. The in 
ner face of the reflector, or that face thereof 
facing the interior of the casing 10, prefer 
ably forms a mounting for a second lllumi 
nating element 16, although this illuminat 
ing element may be otherwise disposed if so 
desired. The casing has further mounted 
therein„a third illuminating element 17, a 
solenoid coil 18 and a battery 19 and is pro 
vided upon its exterior with a switch 20, the 
purpose of which will resently a pear. 
_The solenoid coil 18f1s provide with an 

armature bar 21 which when not acted upon 
by the coil, acts as a switch point connecting 
a pair of spaced contacts 22. The switch 2O 
embodies pairs of contact members 23 and 
24. @ne contact of the pair 23 is electrically 
connected with one of the contacts 22 and 
the other of these contacts is connected 
through the illuminatingelements 15 and 16 
with one terminal of the battery 19. The 
other terminal of this battery is connected 
with the second contact ofthe pair 23: One 
contact of the pair 24C is electrically connect 
ed with one side of the illuminating circuit 
25 of the building in 4which the exit lamp is. 
to be employed. The other contact thereof 
is electrically connected through the winding 
of the solenoid 18 with one terminal of the 
illuminating element 17, the other terminal 
of this element being connected with the op 
posite side of the illuminating circuit 25. 
The battery 19 may be of any desired type, 
either storage or dry type, and is preferably 
accessible for repair, recharging or, replace 
ment through a hinged side section formed 
in the casing 10, as indicated at 26. 
In the .use of the device, the same is se 

cured in position at the exit and upon oper 
ation of the switch 20, the circuit to the 
illuminating element 17 is completed through 
the solenoid COiL'energiZing the saine and 
causing the armature 21 thereof to be with 
drawn from engagement with the contacts 
22. Simultaneously the circuit of the illu 
minating elements 15 and 16 is completed 
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through the switch 20 but being broken by 
the withdrawal of the armature: 21, these 
elements do not become active. '.lif, how: 
ever, the illuminating circuit 25 fail for any 

e reason, as for blowing of the fuse plugs of 

. ne 22 and causin 

the circuit (notjherein shown) orA failure of 
the source of current, the solenoid 18 being. 
de'energized, the armature thereof fails, 
completing the circuit through the contacts 

illumination of the elements 
15 and 16. y this illumination, the exit' 
proper, designated at E, is illuminated and 
the exit'signal as represented by the red 
lights 11 and the wording or indicia 12 car 

i@ ried thereby is likewise illuminated. Par 
ticular attention is directed to the fact that 
the switch 20 is employed for controlling 
both circuits simultaneously. rl`his is neces 
sary due to the fact that if the circuit 25 

2@ were separately controlled as regards the 
lamp 17, negligent persons might possibly 
operate one switch. without operating the 
other, thereby causing a wastage of the cur 
rent from the battery 19. 

lt will furthermore be obvious that the 
construction as hereinbefore set forth is ca 
able of many changes and modifications. 

Èor example, the switch 20 may be arranged 
at a remote point, as suggested by the dot 

53@ ted lines in the diagrammatic figures and as 
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is likewise suggested by dotted lines in these 
figures, the illuminating elements 15 and 16 

`instead of being arranged in parallel may 
be arranged in series and differently posi 
tioned within the casing. Such changes be 
ing readily possible, lf do not limit myself to 
the~ specific structure hereinbefore set forth 
except as hereinafter claimed. ' ' 

l claim :-. i 
1. ln an exit light, a casing adapted to be 

attached to a wall adjacent an exit and hav 
ing an identifying lens in one wall thereof, a 
lens positioned in that wall of the casing 
next adjacent the exit, an illuminating ele 
ment within the casing for illuminating the 
last named lens, means for directing the 
rays Aof the illuminating element through 
the last named lens, main and auxiliary ele 
ments within the casing for illuminating the 
first named lens, said main illuminating ele 
ment being normally active and the first 
named and auxiliary illuminating elements 
being normally inactive, and means oper 
ated by failure of the main illuminating ele 
ment for rendering active said ñrst named 
and auxiliary illuminating elements. ^ 

signature. 

acetate 

2. lln an exit light, a casing adapted to 
be attached to a wall adjacent an exit and» 
having an identifying lens. in one wall there~ 
of, a lens positioned ‘inv that wall of the cas 
ing next adjacent the< exit, an illuminating 
element within thecasingfor illuminating 
the last-named lens, means for directing the 
rays of the illuminating element through the 
last named lens, main and auxiliary ele 
ments Within the 4casing for illuminating 
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the first named lens, said main illuminating . 
element being normally active A and“ the lñrst 
named and auxiliary illuminating elements 
being normally inactive, means operated by 
failure of ine main illuminating element 
for rendering active said first named and 
auxiliary illuminating elements, including a 
circuit for` the main illuminating element, 
an open circuit for the first named and aux 
iliary illuminating elements,`and means op 
erating upon failure of the first named cir 
cuit for closing the second 'named circuit. 

3. lin an exit light, a casing adapted to be 
attached to a wall adjacent an exit and hav 
ing an identifying lens in one wall thereof. 

70 

80 

a lens positioned in that wall ofthe casing ‘ 
next adjacent the exit, an illuminating .ele 
ment within the casing for illuminating the 
Ylast named lens, means for directing the 
rays of the illuminating element through 
the last named lens, main and auxiliary ele 
ments >within the casing for illuminating 
the first named lens, said main illuminating 
element being normally active and the first 
named and auxiliary illuminating elements` 
being normally inactive', means operated bj 
failure of the main illuminating-element for 
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rendering active lsaidfirst named and auxil- ' 
iary illuminating elements, including a cir 
cuit for the main illuminating element, an 
open circuit for the first named and auxi'l- ' 
iary illuminating elements, means operating 
upon failure of the first named circuit for~ 
closing the second named circuit, and manu 
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ally operable means for simultaneously _ 
opening both of said circuits. 

4f. ln combination, an indicator for an 0b 
jective, a circuit including means for illu 
minating the indicator alone,.an open sec 105 

ond circuit including separate meansY for _ 
illuminating ̀ uthe `'objective and' indicator, ` ' 
and means for completing the _second'circuit 
upon failure of theï'firs't circuit. . . .. 2 

ln testimony whereof lf hereunto afïix my 

l.man A. Monnrson. " 


