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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JOHN H. VIoKERs, of 

Norwich, in the‘county of New London and 
State of Connecticut, have invented certain 
newv and useful Improvements in Dentists’ 
Combined Mouth-Piece and Prop; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 

' such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
‘which it pertains to make and use it, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawin gs,whi ch 

_ form part of this speci?cation. 
This invention relates to the combination of 

that character of dentists’ mouth-pieces used 
for inhaling gas, and dentists’ props used for 
propping open the jaws, in such manner that, 
upon withdrawing the mouth-piece from the 
face after administering the gas, the prop will 
remain in the mouth, holding the jaws apart 
for the dentist’s operations. 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 

proved mouth-piece and prop when screwed 
into the usual metallic plate used to ?t over the 
mouth. Fig. 2 is a sectional view of mouth 
piece and prop detached therefrom. Fig. 3 is 
the prop with my spring attachment. ‘ 
Like letters in the drawings indicate like 

parts. ‘ 
From a dentist’s ordinary mouth-piece, A B 

i A’, used for inhaling gas, manufactured from 
wood, rubber, or other proper material, I cut 
out the section B, running through the center 
of the same, to the depth of the base 0 C’. The 
section cut away should be about one-half inch 
in width in ordinary-sized mouth-pieces. ‘ In 
such center space so formed I construct the 
prop B to ?t closely and adjust easily. The 

prop B is made of hard wood or other proper 
material of sufficient toughness to hold the 
jaws ?rmly apart, and is formed with a circu 
lar channel-way, E, lengthwise through the 
center of the same, such channel being for the 
admission of the gas, or for the passage of a 
gas-tube, if thought preferable to have a tube, 
part of A. A’ running through E, and connected 
with A A’ at d’ d of the base (3 O’. The top 
and bottom 0 O’ of said prop B is made oval 
to correspond with the formation of the mouth 
piece A, and to receive the bearing of the jaws 
when they are clasped together. On‘ the bot 
-tom of the prop B, at K, I a?ix the spring I 
with its plate H, as shown. \Vhen the com 
bined mouth-piece and prop is inserted in the 
mouth, the plate presses under the jaw by the 
power of the spring I, thus holding theprop 
‘in its proper position in the mouth when the 
mouth-piece is withdrawn. ‘ 
What I claim as my invention, and desire to 

secure by Letters Patent, is- e 
1. The prop B, in combination with the 

mouth-piece A A’, when constructed substan 
tially as and for the purposes hereinbefore set 
forth. . 

2. The spring I with its plate H, in combi 
nation with the prop B, substantially as and 
for the purposes hereinbefore set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand this 27th day of 
September, 1873. ' 

JOHN H. vionnns. 
W’itnesses : 

JAS. B. Corr, 
WM. H. SHIELDS. 


