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17 ’o all whom ¿t may concern.’ ~ 
Be it known that I, HARRY NV. L. FORTH, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State‘of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Im arovements in Attachments for Skin 

' ning 1 nives, of which the following is a 
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specification. _ 
' This invention relates to attachments for 
Skinning knives, and more 'particularly to 
safety attachments to\ prevent damaging the 
hide during its removal. ~ _ 

' An object lof the invention is the provision 
of'a guard arranged adjacent the cutting 
edge of the-bladeof a skinning‘knife to 
prevent damaging the hide by the operator 
due to changing the angle of the blade dur 
ing the Skinning operation. 
A further object is the provision of a 

guard adapted to be arranged adjacent the 
edge of the blade which is hinged-thereto, to 
permit removal of the guard for the 'purpose 
of sharpening the blade. ' ` ` ' 

A further object is the provision Ofmeans 
for normally locking the guard in operative 
position. 
A further object is the` provision of a. 

guard adjustable laterally to permit proper 
positioning` with respect to the cutting edge. 
In the accompanying drawings, I have 

shown one embodiment of the invention. 
In this showing: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation, 
Figure 2 is a plan View, 
Figure 3 is a similar view showing the 

guard released, 
Figure 4 is a detail sectional view on line 

4~4 of Figure 1, and, 
Figure 5 is a similar view on line 5-5 of 

Figure 1. 
Referring to the drawings, the reference 

numeral 1 designates a blade having a cut 
ting edge `The upper portion of the blade 
is provided with a pair of hefts 3 arranged 
on opposite sides thereof forming a handle. 
These members are secured to the blade by 
rivets 4 oi' other suitable fastening elements. 
The handle is provided with a pair of pro 

jecting ears 6, having a recess 7 arranged 
therebetween and a hinged guard support 
ing member S is mounted between these ears. 
As shown. the supporting member is pro 
vided with a pair of ears 9. adapted to be 
mounted in the recess 7 and a pivot pin 10' 
extends through suitable openings in the 

ears 6' and 9. A spring 11 is arranged 
aroundzthe intermediate portion of the pivot 
pin, one end of the spring being received in 
one of theears 9, as indicated at 12, and the 
opposite end being received in the handle 
portion. The spring normally tends to move 
the hinged supporting member 8 to the po 
sition shown ink Figure 3 of the drawings. 

I A guard 13 is :mounted on the hinged sup 
porting member and is adapted to be ar 
ranged adjacent the cutting edge of the 
blade. As shown, the guard is provided with 
an edge 14Íhaving` a contour similar to the 
_cutting edge of the blade. The guard is pro~ 
vided with a heel 15 having a recess 16 in its 
lower face for the reception of an enlarge 
ment formed' on the supporting member. 
This heel is-provided with an elongated slot 
1`S`and a suitable fastening element 19 passes 
through‘this fslot‘ and ~is received in the 
hinged lsupporting member. Y 'f " ' ` 

' Suitable locking> means are provided to 
normally retain the guard in operative posi 
tion adjacent the blade of the knife. As 
shown, the hinged supporting member is pro 
vided with a locking member 2O having a 
hooked end 21 which projects through an 
opening 22 in the blade and is received in a 
recess 23 in one of the handle portions. 
This handle portion is provided with a lon 
gitudinally extending bore or recess adapted 
to receive an operating lever 24. The lever 
is pivotally mounted, as at 25, and the outer 
end thereof is connected to a block 26 car~ 
ried by one of the handle portions, 
In operation, the guard 13 is closed against 

the blade and the spring 11 placed under 
tension. lVhen the blade is closed, the hooked 
end 21 of the locking member 20 passes 
through the opening 22 in the blade and en 
gages the blade as shown in Figure 4. This 
member is made of suitable resilient mate~ 
rial to permit it to snap over the blade. 
>l‘Vhen the knife is to be sharpened, the block 
26 is moved laterally of J(he knife handle 
swinging the lever 24 on its pivot and lift~ 
ing the end of the locking member. ÑVhen 
the hooked end of the locking member passes 
above the edge of the opening 22 in the 
blade, the spring 11 swings the guard and 
supporting member to the open position 
shown in Figure 3 of the drawings. permit~ 
ting the knife to be sharpened. The guard 
may be adjusted laterally of the knife 
through the provision of an elongated slot 
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18 which permits the guard to be moved 
back as the blade is ground away in sharp 
ening. 

It is to be understood that the form of my 
invention herewith shown and described is 
to be taken as a. preferred example of the 
same, and that; various changes in the shape, 
size, and arrangement of parts may be re 
sorted to without departing from the spirit 
of the invention or the scope of the'sub 
joined claims. ~ f 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim: 

1. An attacl'nnent for Skinning knives 
" comprising a yguard hinged to the knife, au~ 
tomatic means for locking said guard adja 
cent the blade of the knife, and means for 
swinging said guard away from the face of 
the blade when the locking means is 're 
leased. 
Q. A_n attachment for skínning knives 

comprising a guard hinged to the knife, an 
automatic locking member carried by said 
guard and adapted to engage the blade of 
the knife to retain said guard adjacent said 
blade, and a spring adapted to swing said 
guard away .from the face of the blade when 
said locking member is released. 

3. An attachment for Skinning knives 
comprising a supporting member adapted to 
be hinged to the knife. a guard adjustably 
carried by said supporting member, a spring 
to force said supporting member and guard 
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away from the face of the blade of the knife, 
and automatic means for locking said guard 
to said blade. 

4. An attachment for Skinning knives 
comprising a supporting member hinged to 
the knife, the hinge of said supporting mem 
ber being arranged parallel to the face of 
the blade of the knife, a guard carried by 
said supporting member, said guard and 
said supporting member being adapted to 
move as a unit away from the face of the 
blade, a locking member carried by said 
supporting member and adapted to engage a 
portion of the blade of the knife to retain 
said guard adjacent said blade, and a con 
trol lever pivotally mounted in the handle of 
the knife. 

5. An attachment for Skinning knives 
comprising a supporting member hinged to 
the knife, a guard normally arranged adja~ 
cent the blade of the knife.v means for ad-j 
justably connecting said guard to said sup 
porting member, a spring carried by said 
supporting member to retain said guard and 
said blade in spaced relation and means for 
locking said guard to said blade. 
ln testimony whereof, I afiiX my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 

HARRY NV. L. POR-TH. 
lVitnesses: 

A. L. SHEPHERD, 
WM. N. STRAGE. 
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