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To all whom it may concern .' 
Be it known that 1, Louis E. PORTER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Con 
nellsville, in the county‘ of Fayette and State 
of Pennsylvania, have invented new and use 
ful Improvements in Moisteners, of which 
the following is a speci?cation. 
My present invention has reference to an 

envelope moistener. , 
My Object is to produce an article of this 

character which can be readily secured on 
the back of the hand of the operator to per 
mit of the free use of his hands and the 
ready passage of the capilliform element of 
the improvement over the glued surface of 
an envelope. 

It is a further object to produce an en— 
velope moistener comprising a hollow water 
receptacle whose under face is shaped to 
conform to the outer contour of a human 
hand on which the device is clasped, means 
being provided upon the said face of the 
body to engage between the ?ngers of the 
operator to hold the body against lateral 
movement, and said body having its outer 
face convex and provided with a capilliform 
element which projects both inwardly and 
outwardly therefrom whereby the outer face 
of the said element may be wiped over the 
gummed surface of an envelope in an accu 
rate and expeditious manner without incon 
venience to the operator. 
The foregoing, and other objects which 

will appear as the nature of the invention is 
better understood, may be accomplished by 
a construction, combination and operative 
association of parts, such as is disclosed by 
the drawings which accompany and which 
form part of this speci?cation. 
In the drawings : 
Figure 1 is a view illustrating the appli 

cation of the improvement. 
Figure 3 is a substantially central ver 

tical longitudinal sectional view through the 
improvement. 

Figure 3 is a bottom plan view thereof. 
Figured is a sectional view through a 

modi?cation. 
As disclosed in Figure 1 of the draw 

ings my improvement is designed to be ar 
ranged on the back of the hand of the op 
erator, directly over his ?ngers, but is in 
a position which will not interfere with the 
free movement of the ?ngers. 
The improvement is comparatively small, 

responding to that of the slot. 

Serial No. 529,249. 

light in weight, and is of a form, as will 
presently be apparent, to snugly accommo 
date itself to the hand of the operator. 
The improvement includes a body in the 

nature of a water receptacle 1. This body 
has its under face concaved, as at 2, and its 
outer face convex, as at 3. The concaved 
under face 2 of the body is provided with 
a depending rib 4 which is designed to be 
received between the ?ngers of the operator 
and thereby hold the device against lateral 
movement when positioned. The sides of 
the body are preferably rounded and are pro 
ided with comparatively small U-shaped 
members or bails 5 to which are connected 
the ends of an elastic band 6. If desired, 
the band may comprise two sections, one of 
which having a buckle and the other having 
apertures to receive the tongue of the buckle. 
In any event, the band is arranged around 
the hand of the operator for clamping the 
body 1 thereon. 
The body 1, as previously stated, is de 

sigi'ied to contain water, and the same on its 
outer convex face is preferably centrally 
formed with a threaded opening 6 in which 
is screwed a sleeve 7 that has passed there 
through a wick or other capillary agent 8. 
The wick may be readily adjusted with re» 
spect to the sleeve, and it will be apparent 
that by simply turning over his hand, the 
operator may cause the wick to be passed 
over the glued surface of an envelope to-be 
moistened. 

In Figure 4 of the drawings, the body 9 
is similar to that previously described, being 
provided with the attaching strap or band. 
The convex or arched top of the body is, 
however, in this instance provided with a lat 
erally extending slot through which is passed 
a wick or capillary agent of a length cor 

The body . 
9 is also provided with a normally closed 
?ller opening, indicated by the dotted lines 
in the said ?gure, and indicated by the nu~ 
nieral 11. ‘ 

It is thought that the foregoing descrip 
tion, when taken in connection with the 
drawings will fully set forth the construc 
tion, operation and advantages of the im 
provement, and that further detailed de 
scription will not be required. It is thought 
necessary to state, however, that I am not 
to be restricted, in the manufacturing and 
marketing of my improvement to the pre 
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cise details of construction herein set forth, 
but am entitled to all such changes therefrom 
as fall Within the scope of What I claim. 
Having described the invention, I claim :— 
1. An envelope moistener designed to be 

clamped on the back of the hand of an op 
erator, comprising a Water containing body 

' WllOSG‘HIlClBI' face is concaved and Whose outer 
face is convex, a rib on the under face of the 
body designed to be received between the 
?ngers of the operator, and a capillary agent 
in the body and projecting through the outer 
face thereof. b 

2. In an envelope moistener Which is de~ 
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signed to be clamped on the back of the 
hand of an operator, a hollow water contain 
ing body Whose under face is concaved and 
whose outer face is convex, said body hav 
ing its under face provided With a rib de 
signed‘to be received between the ?ngers of 
the operator, bails on the ends of the body, 
a- strap secured to the bails and arranged 
around the hand of the operator, and a 
capillary agent received'in the body and 
projecting through the outer convex face 
thereof. 

In testimony whereof I a?ix my! signature. 
LOUIS E. PORTER. 
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