
Mar. 13, 19123. . , 
_ - w. H. BANKS 

RAILWAY GUARD STATION PLATFORMS 

Filed Nov. 15,1922 

; 
f5 2-‘ J 

_' INVEN‘LEI 1/: 

1,448,327’ ' 



410 

Patented Mar. l3, 1923. 

UNITED STAT‘ 

T 0 all whom it may concern : 
Be it known that 1, WILLIAM H. BANKs, 

a citizen of theUnited States, residing at 
Winthrop, county of Suffolk, State of 

5 Massachusetts, have invented a certain new 
and useful Improvement in Railway Guards 
for Station Platforms, of which the follow 
ing is a speci?cation, reference being had 
therein to the accompanying drawings. 
The invention relates to a new anduseful 

improvement in‘railway guards for station 
platforms. The invention is especially in 
tended for use in connection with railway 
platforms in subways and elevated railroads, 

15 although it is adapted for use on railway 
platforms where the tracks are on the sur 
face, whether electric or steam railroads. 
In connection with electric railways and 

subways and in connection with elevated 
20 railroads, the tracks are usually laid in a pit 

between the platforms for the loading and 
unloading of the passengers. 
forms are usually unguarded along the edge 
of the road bed, and 
when the platform is crowded with passen 
gers waiting for the cars, there is vgreat 
danger of those who are standing near the 
edge of the platform being crowded by those 
who are behind them and pushed off the 
platform down onto the track below in front 
of an approaching car. It is also well 
known that persons standing near the edge 
of the platform are sometimes seized with 
dizziness and fall onto the track, and it is 
also known that people sometimes attempt to 
commit suicide by throwing themselves onto 
the track in front of the approaching car. 
The object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a guard which will to a considerable 

40 degree hold back the waiting passengers 
and which will prevent their crowding in a 
mass and yet which will readily allow of the 
passing of the passengers in single ?le 
through a plurality of passageways, and 
which requires no mechanical manipulation. 
The invention will be fully understood 

from the following description when taken 
in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, and the novel features thereof will be 
pointed out and clearly de?ned in the claims 
at the close of this speci?cation. 
In the drawings, Fig. 1 is“ a side elevation 

partly in section of a railway platform 
equipped with a 
vention, and showing a trolley‘ canon the‘ 
track waiting to be loaded. 
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These plat- ' 

at busy hours of the day 
with each d 
‘in a line which is diagonal’to the edge of the 

Figure 2, and , 
in a rowv 

guard embodying the in» 
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Fig. 2 is a plan view of the parts shown 1 
in Fig.1. _ , ~ » , 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section on the line‘ 3-3 
of Fig. 2. ‘ 
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Fig. 4 is a plan View showing a modi?ed ‘ 
form of guard. . 

Referring now to the drawings, 1 repre 
sents a station platform having an upper 
surface 2 on which the passengers stand, and 
having a pit 3 for the road bed in which lie 
the car rails fir-?ll, a car being represented 
at 5. The guard embodying the invention 
is located on the platform parallel with they 
edge of the platform and set a short distance 
away 
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from the edge so as to allow a space I ‘ 
6 between the guard and‘the edge of the , 
platform of sufficient width for the pas 
sengers to easily pass along the, 
in front of the guard to enter the car 

platform , 
75 

after passing through the guard. ‘The, 
guard consists of a plurality of walls or 
fences 7, which'for convenience will be re 
ferred to as fence units, 
upon the platform. Said 

other, but each 
units are parallel 
individual unit is 

platform, as clearly shown in 
the several units are arranged ‘ 
which is parallel withthe edge of the plat 
form. -Thesevunitsare spaced apart from‘ 
each other forming a passageway 8 of sufli 
cient width to easily allow one person at a 
time to pass through between any two adja 
cent units. 

Preferably each unit is of. a su?icient 
length and angle of inclination tofthe front 
line 9 of the series of units, so that the end 

?xedly _ mounted 
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10 of one end of each unit will lap past the 1 
opposite end 11 of the adjacent fence when 
viewed in a line drawn at right angles to the 
general line of direction of the entire guard 
and of the edge of the platform. Thus to 
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a person approaching the guard in entering . 
?rst appearance the station to take a car, at 
were a closed it will look as though there 

fence preventing passage. It will be ob 
vious, however,.by looking diagonally that 
a person can pass one at a time through this 
diagonal passageway, which is always open. 
There will be a large number of these pas‘ 
sageways as there will be a large number of 
these units extending along in a row, as 
shown in Figure 2, so as to accommodate a 
large number of people at one time, but the 
passengers will be obliged to pass in single , 
?le through these several passageways an 
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in a diagonal direction to the line of the 
track.v This will tend to prevent the mass 
‘crowding which occurs when there is no ob 

, andwhile there is apossi 
bility of those in single '?le behind crowding 
the one in front, there is'far less danger than 
in the mass crowding. Preferably there is 
provided a‘ hand grip 14 on the side of the 
guard. _ ‘ I II ‘ I 

The guard need not be high enough :to pre 
vent passengers I from seeing over the top 
sufficiently to see the car and the signs on 
the car, but should preferably be at least 
waist high or perhaps sh'('_>ulder high, 
enough so that there is no danger ofthe‘ 
passenger being‘Ipushed over the top‘ of it, 

srtructio-n at all. 

yet not- high ei‘iou‘gh to obstruct his 
View. I I I I I I I 

Prefeifably ‘unit 7 of the guard is 
made tight like Ia tight board fence, in or 
der to be‘ su?ic'iently strong to withstand be 
ing? broken In'Ithe modification shown in 
Figure 41, eacl'j unit is composed of a plural 
ity of rods 12, In such case the rods should 
have a tierod 13 to tie them together.v The 
lower ends oliea‘ch u'nit, whether made of 
boards’ orv rodsgIshould be securely and rig 
idly fastened td the ?oorbof the platform. 
‘When theplatform is made of cement, as is 
usually the-Icase,~mthe lower ends may be em 
beddedvin» the cement,‘ plainly shown in 
the gs} 
What Lela-unis I_ I I I I 

II, vrailiiv‘ayguard for station platforms, 
coiiiprisinga pluralityof guard units each. 
disposed in aline‘v which‘ is diagonal‘ to the 
edge of the railway platform adjacent there 
to,v the‘ several'guardunitsbeing parallel 
with each other and spaced apart 'su?iciently 

disposed in a 
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to form narrow passages‘between the ad 
jacent units‘, the series of units as a whole 
being in a row parallel with the edge of the 
railway platform. , I 

A railway guard for station platforms, 
comprising a plurality of guard units each 
disposed in a line which is diagonal to the 
edge of the railway platform adjacent there 
to, the several guard units being parallel 
with each other and spaced apart si‘i?'i'ciently 
to form narrow passages between the adja 
cent units7 the end of each unit at the en 
t‘ance end lapping past the end of the adja‘_ 
cent unit at the exit end Viewed in a line at 
right angles to the front line of the series 
of units, the series of units as a whole be 
ing in a row parallel with the edge of the 
railway platform. I I 

3. A railway guard forstation platforms, 
comprising a pluralityv of guard units each 

edge of the railway platform adjacent there_ 
to, the several gi'i'ard units being“ parallel 
with each other and spaced apart sufficiently 
to form narrow passages between the adja 
cent units7 the end of each unit at the en 
trance end lapping past the end of the ad 
jacent unit at the ezlzit end viewed in‘ a line at 

line which is diagonal to the‘ 
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rlght angles to the front line of the series of - 
units, the series of units a whole being in 
a row parallel with the edge of the railway 
platform, the guard units being‘ set some 
what back from the edge of the platform‘ so 
as to a?’ord a narrow unobstructed space be 

70 

tween the edpje of the platform and the ad I 
jacent ends of the several guard units. I 

I n testimony whereof I af?x my signature. 

WILLIAM H. BANKS. 
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