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FOUNTAIN BRUSH. 

Application ?led January 15, 1821. ‘Serial No. 437,524. 

To alien/10m, it 'ntag/ concern.’ 
lie it known that 1, JAMES D. GARVEY, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and 
usei’ul Improvements in Fountain Brushes, 
oi? which the following is a description, ref 
erence lireinghad to the acoonnpanying draw 
ing, which forms a part 01: my speci?cation. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

fountain brushes wherein the reservoir or 
container may be located‘ at a distance from 
the brush proper; the container being‘in 
tended to be suspended or arranged in 
plane above the point where the brush or 
brusies are intended to be employed. 
Hy invention has for its object the pro 

vision of a construction whereby a plurality 
of brushes may be simultaneously and yet 
independently~ supplied with the liquid in 
the container; each brush supply being 
separately controllable, at the will of the 
operator, at a distance removed from the 
container or receptacle portion of the de 
vice. ‘ 

.1‘; further object of my invention is to 
}_'>rovi(le a sin'zple‘ and easily operable con 
struction more especially adapted for use as 
a paint, varnish or staining brush, either in 
a factory or building interior or for use. 
on scaffolds, ladders and the like; the in 
vention possessing advantages which will 
be readily apparent ‘from the detailed de 
s< iption, of the accompanying drawing, 
wherein :W I 

Figure 1 a perspective view of the re 
ceptacle portion of my improved ‘fountain 
brush. 
Figure is a vertical sectional view there 

oi‘ with a brush secured thereto. 
Figure 3 is a detail sectional plan view, 

the direction of the arrows. 
ll‘igure _ 

lukcu sub. ntially on a port on of‘ the line 
3M3 of ltliglure 2; the walls 0;; the I'QbS'GIW'Oll‘ 
being broken away. 

Figure 5 is a r all view in perspective 
of the pull chain roller and guide. 

.llv iuventicm, as previously stated, relates 
to a 'l‘ouutain brush more especially for 
painting. varnishing and the like, to be sus 
peiu'lei'l or supported at an elevation and 
conleiu plates a construction adapted for use 
by a nrunl or of operators that may be paint 
ing or varnishing at slight distances re 

aken on the line ?>—?) of ll‘igure 2 looking 
1 

is a detail view in perspective 

moved from each other, but all securing 
their supply of paint, varnish and the like 
:rroin a single container which consists of a 
suitable sized receptacle preferably provided 
with cylindrical side walls, as shown at 10. 
lbs container is’ also preferably provided 
with a dished bottom as at 11 so as to cause 
the paint, varnish and the like to readily 
flow toward the central portion of the bot 
tom and therefore not become lodged at the 
point of juncture between the side walls and 
bottom. In the particular exempli?cation 
of the invention, the bottom is substantially 
saucer-shape and arranged to overlap the 
outer sides of the side wall 10, to which it 
is secured in any suitable manner, as for 
erample by soldering or otherwise to pro 
vide a ‘fluid-tight joint. The flat or inter» 
mediate portion 01’ the bottom is provided 
with a plurality of openings, for example 
three in number in the drawings, each of 
which is shown provided with a ?anged nip 
ple as at 12. The nipples are preferably 
disposed through the openings so as to have 
the flanges 13 extend flush with the bottom 
to which the flanges are soldered or other 
wise secured to provide ?uid-tight connec 
tions. The apertures or openings in the 
nipples are ?ared at the upper or inner ends 
thereof to provide suitable valve-seats as 
at "111, see Figure 2, adapted to receive the 
swing-controlled frusto-conical valves or 
stoppers 15 which are secured to the lower ‘ 
end of rods 16. The rods 16 are preferably 
of length to extend to a point in proximity 
to the top or lid-portion 17 of the recep 
tacle or container 10. 
The interior of the ‘container ‘10, at a 

point somewhat above the bottom thereof, 
is provided with a diametrically disposed 
strip 155, the ends whereof are shown se 
cured or held in place by means of angle 
members or brackets 19, 19 which latter are 
soldered or otherwise suitably secured to the 
wall ll) so as to have one portion or leg oi? 
each angle disposed in a direction. trans 
versely ot the containerdnterio-~ and at di 
ametrically opposite points. The ends of 
the strips 18 arcshown secured to the in 
wardly disposed legs or portions of‘ the au 
gé'le men'ibers 19 by means of suitable LL 
shaped clips or members 20, see Figures 2 
and 41-, which are adapted to embrace the 
ends of the strip member 18 as well as the 
tree portion or leg of the members 19 and 
these clips or members 20 are in turn re 
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movably held in place in any suitable man— 
ner, as for example by cotter-pins 21. The 
strip 18, at points coincident with the ‘valve 
operating rods16, are provided with ap 
ertures for the passage of said rods The 
strip not only acts as a guide for the valve 
stems but also intends to maintain springs 2" 4.4.1) 

disposed about the valve-stems, under com 
pression during the operation of the valves; 
it being understood theta spring 22 is dis 
posediabout the stem or rod 16 of each valve 
as clearly shown in Figure 2; while the lower 
end‘ of each spring bears down on the top 
surface voi' its ‘respective valve 15. As is 
clearly apparent from this construction, the 
valves may be moved upwardly from their 
seats through an upward pull on the rods 
or stems l6,mthereby placing the springs 
under compression whereby the valves are 
vreturnedto their seats when the stems are 
relieved. oil’ theupward pull; the valves be 
ing maintained on their seats by the con 
stant pressure exerted the springs. 
In addition to serving as a guide forthe 

valve-stems. and to maintain the springs 
under pressure, the member orstrip 18 also 
provides‘means-for securing and maintain 
ing cylindrical screens 23 iii-place. These 
screens 23 are secured to the strip, or mem 
ber 18 and~._held on the bottom 11 of the 
container-in 1 any suitable. manner; the 
screens 23be1ng of ‘an internal diameter 
somewhat larger than the external diameter 
of the valves 15 so as to permit free move-' 
ment or operation’oiithe valves to and from 
their seatsi The screens prevent foreign 
matter or heavy sediment from becoming 
lodged about the valve-seats where it would 
interfere with a proper seating oi' the valves 
as well as possibly clog the conduits or 
tubes 241 which extend from the members .12 
to the‘ different hand brushes, one of which 
is shown at 25 in Figure 2. The conduits 
24E-are intended to be ?exible and prefer 
ably consist of rubber tubing, with one end 
suitably attached to the members 12, as illus 
trated for example‘ in Figure 2, where the 
member 12, at the left hand side of the 
?gure, is shown provided with the tube 21:. 
The handle of the brush 25-is provided 

with a suitable duct disposed longitudinally 
therethrough and terminating at the base 
portion of the bristles of the brush. The 
duct in the handle portion. may be provided 
with a short metallic tube‘adapted to extend 
beyond the outer. end of the, handle to re 
ceive ‘the end. of the tube'2et.“ The container 
10 is provided'with a suitable bail at 26. 
As is evident from the construction shown 

in Figure2, ready access to any or all of 
thegvalves in thecontainer may be had andv 
if necessaryany onall of the valves and 
springs easily removed for repair or replace 
ment “by. simply, removing. the cotter~pins 
whereby‘: the :Clips».20 and the ‘member or’ 

strip 18 are secured to the angle members 
19. The removal of the cotter-pins will en 
able the strip 18 with the valves and valve 
stems, as well as the strainer members 23, 
to be taken out through the top of the con 
tainer. 
The lid or cover 17, like the bottom 11, is 

preferably somewhat, saucer shaped, with 
the curved sides arranged to ?t over the 
outside of the container, as shown in Figure 
2. In the construction shown, the lid or 
cover 17 is preferably held in place’ by 
means of suitable cord or wire 27 which 
is adapted to be laced or passed about pro 
jections or buttons secured to thesides of 
the cover or lid 17 and to the sides of the 
container 10 at suitable Points and in stag 
gered relation, as shown in Figure 1, when 
the cover or lid 17 is in proper position on 
the container or receptacle. The cord or wire 
27 may havev one end secured to one of the 
projections or buttons either on the con 
tainer or-cover, and then passed in the zig 
zag manner shown in Figure 1; for ex 
ample, we will assume that one end of the 
cord or wire;27 is secured to the projection 
28 secured to the cover or lid 17, in which 
instance the wire or cord will then be passed 
about a projection 29 on the container and 
thence upwardly about a second projection 
28 on the cover or lid and down about a 
second projection 29 on the container and 
so on until the wire or cord has passed about 
the container in the zigzag or laced man 
ner, whereby the lid or cover will not only 
be ?rmly held in place, but may be easily 
and entirely removed. 
At points coincident with the valve-stems 

16, the cover or lid 17 is provided with suit 
able openings for the passage of the ?exible 
elements or chains 30 which are secured to 
the upper ends of the valve-stems 16. The 
cover or lid 17, at a point in proximity to 
each opening therein, is provided with the 
U-shape brackets 31 and shown in detail in 
Figure 5. The lower ends of the sides of 
the brackets 31 are disposed at right angles 
to’ the main portion so as to extend parallel 
with the lid or cover 17 to be riveted or 
otherwise secured thereto. The brackets 31 
are each provided with a roller 32; the roll 
ers 32 being rotatably arranged in the brack 
ets 31 so as to have‘ the perimeters thereof 
disposed in proximity to ~the vertical planes 
of the valve-rods and therefore also to the 
openings in the lid or cover 17, in order that 
the'flexible velements orv chains .30 may pass 
over the rollers32 and transmit a straight 
upward. pull on the valve-stems‘ 16.,‘ The 
sides of the containerlO, adjacent to the‘, 
cover 17 at points coincidentwith-thedirece 
tion in which. the respective pull chains 30 
are disposed, is provided with brackets 33 
whichmay be similar to brackets 31 and 
tiese brac each provided with a. 
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roller 34: over which the respective chains 
pass and are kept out of frictional contact 
with the edges of the cover 17. The chains 
may be oi’ any desired length to permit opers 
ation of the valves at a considerable distance 
removed from the container 10 commensu 
rate with the length of the ?exible conduits 
or tubes 2a. 
In the particular exempli?cation of the 

invention as disclosed in Figure 1, where 
the fountain brush is provided with three 
outlets or valves, the pulley brackets 31 are 
secured to the cover or lid so as to have two 
of the brackets disposed in opposite direc-— 
tions at diametrically opposite points, while 
the third is arranged at a point intermediate 
of the two mentioned brackets and ‘disposed 
in a direction substantially at right angles to 
the two ?rst mentioned brackets, thus leav 
big one side of the pail or container free to 
contact with a side wall when suspended 
thereagainst. The brackets 33 are therefore 
also secured to different sides of the con 
tainer so as to be in line with the pull chains 
or cords 30, the ends whereof may be pro 
vided with rings or handles if desired. ‘ 
In order that the container may be prop 

erly supported when not suspended by its 
bail, I show the container provided with 
supports or legs 35 which are disposed in the 
sloping manner shown so as to prevent the 
container from being readily tipped over. 
The supports or legs 85 may be of the type 
shown and ‘described in my copending appli 
cation, or of any suitable construction con 
sistent with lightness. 

‘With my improved construction, as illus 
trated in the drawing, it is apparent that at 
least three operators may simultaneously use 
the fountain brush and each operator may 
be at a distance removed from the container 
or receptacle portion of the brush as well as 
from each other, as their supplies are inde 
pendently controllable by the valve mecha 
nism which controls the ?ow to the brush 
proper of the respective operators; the ma 
nipulation of the brush proper by an oper 
ator being permissible without in any way 
interfering with the operation of the other 
operator or operators. The pulley arrange 
ment shown and described will at all times 
induce a positive upward pull to be exerted 
on the valve-stems for the purpose of open— 
ing the valves l5. The container or recepta~ 
clc 10, in practice, is ?lled and suspended or 
supported above the point oi? application of 
the paint, varnish, stain or the like, so as to 
induce a flow by gravity of the paint or 

I other contents through the tubes or conduits 
(ill 5234.- when the valves 1:") have been operated or 

removed from their seats by a pull exerted 
on the chains or ?exible elements 30. In the 
event that the bristles of the brush proper 
fill with paint, varnish or the like, faster 
than it can be applied by the manipulator, 

the ?ow into the conduits or tubes 24l- niay be 
quickly shut off by releasing the pull-chains 
or cords 30 which allow the springs 22 to 
force their respective valves to their seats; 
the amount of flow through the valves being 
also readily controlled by the degree of 
movement of the valve so that the ?ow of 
the paint, varnish and the like into the brush 
proper is at all times under the control of 
the operator; with each operator absolutely 
independent of the other. 

It is evident that the number of conduits 
and hand brushes may be varied to suit the 
size or capacity of the container or recepta 
cle of the fountain brush, and that other 
modi?cations may be made without depart 
mg from the splrit of my invention which 
has been disclosed in what I belleve at pres 
ent to be its best form, butl do not wish to _ 
be understood as limiting myself_ to the exact 
construction shown and described. 

l/Vhat I claim is :_~ 
1. A device of the character described. 

comprising a. receptacle or container, the 
bottom whereof is provided with a plurality 
of openings terminating in outwardly ‘dis 
posed extensions, a. spring-controlled valve 
disposed on each outlet within the container, 
a guide‘ member disposed ‘transversely oic 
the container and aperturec for the passage 
of the valve-stems,said guide member being 
removably secured within the container and 
adapted to place the valve springs under 
compression, a cover or lid for the container 
provided with openings adapted to be in ver 
tical alignment with‘ the valve~stems, guide 
pulleys secured on the cover or lid at points 
coincident with said openings, [and pull 
cords or flexible elements secured to the 
valve-stems and disposedtltirough the open 
ings in the cover or lid and about the pulleys 
adjacent to the respective openings. 

2. In a device of the character described, 
a container, the bottom whereof is provided 
with a plurality of openings, itpéil'illll‘?tl e1; 
tensions secured in said openings, the inner 
ends of the apertures in the extensions being 
?ared to provide valve-seats, a cone-shaped 
valve for each opening, ‘liil valves being 
provided with. elongated stems disposed up~ - 
wardly in the container, :1 guide member or 
strip disposed trai'isversely within the (1on 
tainer, means whereby said guide member or 
strip is removably secured in place, a com~ 
pression spring disposed about each val 
stem intermediate of the valves and said 
guide member or strip, screen disposed 
intermediate ot the guide member or ‘ ip 
and the bottom of the container and encir 

v t: - 

cling each outlet opening so to permit the ' 
valve to reciprocate freely therein, a removl 
able cover or lid for the cont iner provided 
with a plurality of openings corresponding 
with the openings in the container bottom, 
pulleys or rollers rotatably mounted on. the 
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container and lid at predetermined points, 
with those on the lid disposed adjacent to 
each opening therein, and a pull~chain or 
cord secured to each valve-stein, with each 
cord disposed about a roller on the lid and 
a roller on the container, the rollers on the 
lid being disposed in different directions to 
ward opposite sides of the container. 

In a device of the character described, 
a container provided with a removable top, 
while the bottom is dished and provided 
with a plurality of extended outlets, a 
spring-controlled valve within the container 
for each outlet movable in the direction of 
?ow through said outlets, each valve‘ being 
provided with an elongated stem disposed 
vertically within the container, means this 
posed transversely within the container at a ' 
distance removed from the bottom and re 
movably secured to the side walls of, the con 
tainer, said means being adapted to act as 
a guide for the valve-stems, the container 
top being apertured at points adapted to reg 
ister with the valve-stems, guide rollers 
mounted on said top at points coincident 
with the apertures therein, and ?exible 
means secured to ‘the valve-stems and dis 
posed through the apertures in the container 
top and about said rollers. ' 

4. Afdevice of the character described, 
comprising a container provided with a re~ 
movable top, while the botttom is provided 
with a “plurality of apertured bosses, a 
springcontrolled valve for the aperture in 
each boss and closable in the direction of 
flow therethrough, each valve being pro— 
vided with an elongated stem disposed verti 
cally within the container to a point in 
proximity to the top thereof, a metallic strip 
disposed transversely within the container at 
a point removed from the bottom thereof, 
means whereby said strip is‘ removably sc 
oured to the side walls‘of the container, said 
strip being formed for the passage of the 
valve-stems therethrough, the container-top 
being apertured at points adapted to register 
with the valve-stems, rollers rotatably 
mounted on the container-top at points coin 
cident with the apertures therein, and ?exi— 
ble means secured to each valve-stem. and 

' disposed about the rollers coincident with 
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the respective apertures in said top. 
5. A device of the character described, 

comprising a container provided with a re 
movable top, while the bottom is provided 
with apertured bosses disposed therebeneath 
and constituting outlets for the container, 
a valve for each'outlet, closable in the direc 
tion of ?ow therethrongh, each valve being 
provided with an elongated stein disposed 
vertically withinthe container to a point 
in proximity to the ‘top thereof a metallic 
strip apertured for the passage of the valve 
stems therethrough, means-whereby said me~ 
tallic strip is removably secured to the side 

hearers 

walls of the container, a spring disposed 
about each valve-stem intermediate of said 
strip and the valve whereby the latter 
forced to itsv seat, foraminated means dis 
posed intermediate of said strip and the con 
tainer-bottom and about each valve so as to 
permit reciprocatory movement of the 
valves therein, the container-top being pro 
vided with apertures at points adapted to 
register with the valve-stems, roller-holding 
brackets secured on the container-top atv 
points coincident with the apertures therein, 
with each bracket disposed toward a differ 
ent side of the container, and flexible means 
secured to each valve-stem and disposed 
through its’respective bracket and about the 
rollers thereof. 

6. A. device of the character described, 
comprising container having a removable 

top, vhile the bottom is provided with plurality of apertured bosses formed to pro 
vide valve-seats within the container, avalve 
for‘ each valve-seat seating in the direction 
of flow tom the container, each valve be 
ing provided with an elongated stem dis 
posed vertically within the container, a 
member disposed transversely of the con 
tainer at a distance removed from the bot 
tom thereof, means whereby said member is 
removably secured to the container side 
walls, said member being apertured for the; 
‘passage of the,valve-stems-therethrough, a 
spring disposed about each valve-stem in_ 
termediate of said member and the valve 
whereby the latter is normally forced to its 
seat, a foraminated cage disposed intermee 
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diate- of said memberand the container ‘ 
bottom within which the valves are adapt 
ed to move, the container-top being pro 
vided with apertures‘ at points adapted to 
register with thevalve-stems, roller-hold‘ 
ing brackets mounted on the container-top 
at points adjacent to the apertures therein, 
roller-holding brackets secured adjacent to 
the top of the container on diiferent sides 
and at points coincident with the rollers 
on the top, and flexible means secured to 
each valve-stem and disposed over and be 
neath the rollers on the top and on the con 
tainer. 

7. A, device of the character described~ 
comprising a container, the bottom whereof 

provided with a plurality of outlets, a 
valve for each outlet seatahle in the direc 
tion of flow through the outlets, each valve 
being provided with an elongated stem dis 
posed upwardly within the, container, a 
member disposed transversely of the con» 
trainer at a point removed iiioin the bottom 
thereof and a aertured for the passage of . L Z’) 

said valve-stems to act as a guide therefor, v 
means whereby said member is removably 
‘secured to the side wallslof the container a 
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removable top for the container provided‘ 
with apertures at points coincidentwith the.’ 
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valve-stems, a bracket secured on the top 
adjacent to each aperture, With each bracket 
disposed toward a different side of the con. 
tainer, each bracket being; provided With a 
roller, roller-holding brackets secured to the 
sides of the container adjacent to the ton 
and at points coincident With the brackets 
on the top, a flexible member secured to 
each valve-stein and disposed over and be 
neath the rollers in the respective brackets 
on the top and on the container, each valve 
stem being provided With ‘a coil-spring dis 
posed intermediate of the valve and said 
?rst mentioned member, and a toraniinated 
cage intermediate oi? said first mentioned 
member and the containenbottom and dis- 
posed. about each valve to permit reeipro 
catory movement of the latter therein. 

8. A device of the character described, 
comprising a container having a dished 
bottom provided With a plurality of open~ 
ings therein, each opening being formed to 
provide a valve-seat, a valve for each open 
ing, each valve being provided with an elon~ 
gated stem disposed upwardly Within the 
container, a guide‘ strip disposed trans 
versely of the container at a point removed 
from the bottom thereof, said guide strip 
being apertured for the passage of the 
valve—stems therethrough, means whereby 
the strip is removably secured to the side 
Walls of the container, a spring- disposed 
about each valve-stern intermediate oi‘ the 
valves and said guide strip for normally 
holding the valves on their seats, dished 
top removably secured to the cont iner and 
apertured at points coincident with the 
valve~sterns, open ended brackets secured on 
the container-top at points coincident with 

@ 

the apertures therein, with each bracket 
provided With a roller and disposed toward 
a diiterent side of the container, roller- ‘ 
holding brackets secured to the sides or‘ the 
container adjacent to the top and at points 
coincident with the directions in Which the 
rollers on the top are disposed, and ?exible 
means secured to each valve-stem and dis 
posed about the rollers in said brackets on 
the top and onthe container—sides. 

9. A device of the character described, 
comprising a container, the bottom Whereoi’ 
is provided ‘with a plurality of outlets 
formed to provide valve-seats, a valve for 
each outlet, each valve being provided'with 
an elongated stein disposed vertically With 
in the container, an unattached cover or top 
tor the container apertured at points coin 
cident with the valvestems.v anti-friction 
means secured on the container-sides and 
on the top at points coincident with the 
apertures therein, ?exible means secured to 
each valve-stein and disposed about said 
anti-friction means, the anti-friction means 
for the respective valve-stems being dis 
posed. toward di?erent sides of the con— 
tainer, the sides of the container and said 
top being}v provided with projections or but 
tons at predetermined points, With the but 
tons on the top: adapted to be in staggered re 
lation with those on the container, and ?exi 
ble means adapted to be laced about the 
buttons of the container and top whereby 
the latter is i‘eznovably secured in place. 

JAMES D. GARVEY. 
Witnesses: 

DAVID 1). Burners, 
Gnonen W. Peron. 
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