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To all ‘whom it may concern: 
Be it known that JOSEPH J. O’Bnmn, a 

citizen of the United States of America, 
residing at Spring?eld, in the county of 
Hampden and State vof Massachusetts, has 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Retaining Clips, of which the fol~ 
lowing is a speci?cation. - 

This invention relates to improvements in 
retainiirT clips for fountain pens, pencils 
and similar instruments and its leading ob 
ject is to provide a retaining clip which will v 
support a fountain pen so that its upper end 
will be substantially invisible or largely ob< 
soured and the garment'gripping arm may 
be moved away from‘ the garment by pres 
sure against the upper end of the pen or 
other instrument held by the retainer. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a retaining clip which can be loclred 
to ‘a pen cap against longitudinal movement. 
A still further object of the invention is 

to provide a pen clip comprising a cap en 
circling band having a pendant spring 
tongue and a lever having'?anges or lugs 
bent against the sides of said tongue to hold I 
the lever connected thereto, the spring 
tongue comprising relatively movable por 
tions whereby the same may be forced be 
tween the lugs and the body of the lever to 
hold the two parts relatively locked to each 
other. , 

‘With the above and other objects in view 
this invention relates to certain new and 
useful constructions, combinations and ar 
rangements of parts, clearly described in 
the following speci?cation and fully illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, in 
“which : 

Figure '1 is a side elevation showing the 
clip attached to a pen cap. 
Figure 2 is a similar view showing the 

clip removed. 
Figure 8 is a view in elevation of the pen 

cap by itself. 
Figure 11 is a top plan view of Figure 1. 
Figure 5 is a sectional view taken on line 

A of Figure 2. 
Figure 6 is a sectional view taken on an 

enlarged scale on line B of Figure 1. 
Figure’? is a side elevation of the band. 
Figure 8 is a front elevation thereof. 
Figure 9 is a front elevation of the lever 

partly formed. 
Referring to the accompanyin drawings 

5 designates a pen cap which is s own to be 

formed with circumscribing grooves 6 and 7 
formed in the upper ends 10 thereof and 
longitudinally spaced from each other. A 
U shaped band 8 is mounted on the upper 
end of the pen cap 5 and is provided with 
opposing lugs 9 adapted to engage the 
groove 6 and with opposing lugs 10 adapted 
to engage the groove 7 as shown in detail 
in igure 6, so that the band will be held 
against slippage or displacement on the pen 
cap 5. 
The band 8 is formed with a pendant 

spring tongue 11 which is shown to be 
formed with a longitudinal slot 11it provid 
mg relatively yieldable portions 12 and 13 
each of which is provided with a recess 14 
located on the outerv edge portion thereof. 
The spring tongue 11 is connected by a loop 
‘portion 11b with the upper edge portion of 
the band 8 and is coupled to the lever or 
grlpping bar 15 by means of lugs 16 and 1? 
formed on the sides thereof. The lug 16 is 
adapted to snugly ?t in the recess 14 of the ‘ 
portion 13 and the lug 17 is adapted to 
snugly ?t in the recess 14 of the ‘portion 12 
of the tongue 11. In assembling the two 
members the lugs 16 and '17 are turned over 
as shown in section in Figure 5 and the 
spring tongue 11 forced between ‘the lugs 
and the body of the lever or gripping bar. 
The lower end of the gripping bar is 

equipped with a ball or the‘like 18 and the 
upper end of the gripping bar-or lever is 
bent to an almost right angle to provide a 
depressible handle 19 which is adapted to 
overlie the pen cap as shown in Figures 1 
and 2. 
The band 8 is sprung into gripping posi 

tion as indicated in Figures 1 and a so that 
the lugs 9 and 10 will snap into the grooves 
6 and 7 . ~ By pushing the handle portion .19 
toward the pen cap or article retained there 
by the ball or gripping terminal of the bar 
or lever 15 will be moved away from the 
garment and the pen or other article held by 
the clip can be withdrawn. The loop 11b 
which connects the spring tongue 11 to the 
band 8 is preferably wide enough to receive 
the edge portion of a vest or coat pocket and 
sits directly on the edge of the vest or coat 
pocket so that the upper end of the pen cap 
or article retained by the band 8 will lie on 
about the same level or slightly below the 
pocket edge engaged by the loop 11*’, and 
be practically obscured from ordinary ob 
servation. 
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Having described my invention, I claim: 
1. The combination with a pen cap or the 

like having an encircling groove of‘a retain 
ing' member having a band in gripping re 
lation to the cap or the like and a‘lug inter 
locked with said groove. ‘ _ 

2. A retaining clip consisting of an article 
' gripping band having longitudinally spaced 
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20 

lugs for inter?tting engagement with the 
article to be retained and a gripping" bar 
carried by the band. ’ 

3. The combination with a. pen cap or the 
like of a band mounted onthe pen cap, a 
pendant spring tongue on the band, and a 
gripping bar connected to said tongue and 
having a laterally de?ected portion disposed 
over the cap or the like and capable of 
movement toward the cap or the like where 
by the gripping bar may be moved away 
from the cap or the like. 

ll. A retaining clip comprising an article‘ 
engaging member having a pendant split 
tongue prov-ldlng relatlvely yleldable P01". 
tions, and a gripping bar having lugs di- _ 
rected toward each other and adapted to re 
ceive the relatively yieldable portions of ‘the 
tongue, whereby the grippingbar and the 
member may be positively united to each 
other. I ‘ , 

5. A retaining clip comprising an article 
engagingrmember and a gripping bar car. 
ried thereby and having spring connection 
With said member and provided with a later 
ally de?ected portion to overlie the article 
to be retained. . 

6. A retaining clip comprising a gripping 
‘lever having a laterally deflected upper end, 
a spring fulcrum for said lever and means 
for securing said fulcrum to the article to 
be retained. > 

7. A retaining clip comprising a gripping 
lever having a laterally de?ected upper end, 

1,422,610 

aspring fulcrum for said lever and means 
for securing said fulcrum tothe article to be 
retained capable of ‘having-“interlocking en 
gagement with the article to be retained to 
prevent slippage thereon. ‘ 

8. A retaining clip comprising _ a band 
having a split spring tongue vproviding rela 
tively yieldable portions, at least one of said 
portions having anedde recess, ‘and a grip 
ping lever having a clamping lug on each 
side thereof adapted to connect said grip 
pinglever to the tongue, one of said lugs 
being adapted to interlock with the recess. 

9. A retaining clip for pens and pencils 
‘consisting of a lever, means for connecting 
the lever, to the pen or pencil, providing a 
fulcrum therefor, the lever having a later 
ally de?ected upper end, adapted to project 
inwardly over the end of the pen or pencil. 

10. The combination with a pen ,cap or 
the like having an encircling groove, a band 
having a clasping fit with the cap and an 
inset portion to engage the groove and pre 
vent relative longitudinal movement of the 
band on the cap, and a gripping member 
carried by said band. 7 ' 

11. A retaining clip consisting of an at 
taching portion having a pendant spring 
tongue ‘extending from; the upper ‘end of 
said band, and a gripping lever having lugs 
folded on said tongue and interlocked there 
with against longitudinal movement. 

12. A retaining member having a portion 
adapted to be connected to a pen cap or the 
like and a gripping bar connecting portion, 
said last named portion consistingof a split 
spring tongue providing relatively yield 
able portions, one of said portions last 
named having an edge recess therein. 

Signed by me at Spring?eld, Massachu 
setts. , 

JOSEPH J. O’BRIEN. 
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