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T 0 all whom it may concern : 
Be it known that I, lViLLIAirv Q. MELVIN, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Lakewood, county of Cuyahoga, and State 
of Ohio, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Display Attachments for 
Counters, of which the following is a speci 
fication, the principle of the invention being ' 
herein explained, and the best mode in which 
I have vcontemplated applying that prin 
ciple, so as to distinguish it from other 
inventions. 
This invention relates to a display attach 

ment for counters and like ?xtures, and more 
particularly comprises a casing, preferably 
of sheet metal, presenting at its upper side 
a series of openings through which articles 
of various character may be exhibited. 
v()ne of the objects of the invention is to 

provide a simple means which may be ap 
plied to store counters and like fixtures in 
general use and serve to show the purchas 
ing public samples of goods, the main sup~ 
plies of which are kept in larger containers 
elsewhere in the store. 

ceries ‘usually dealt with in bulk, such as 
‘beans, rice, coffee and similar articles. These 
specimens are placed in the special recep 
tacles provided and'may be readily slipped 
into display position or withdrawn and 
changed, as desired; ' 

' ‘While the device is best adapted for the 
particular use indicated, it is not intended 
to ‘limit its application thereto nor to imply ' 
that it cannot be utilized ‘with other classes 
of goods than those ID‘QDUOIIQ‘Cl, nor to re 

strict the )lace of‘ attachment of the same 1 
to ‘a counter. Also where the character of 
the commodities permits the apparatus may 
be used to display goods which are intended 
to be sold directly from the containers’. 
In one form o'f'my construction the device 

may be applied to the flooring of a show 
window adjacent the glass 'frontyand it ob~ 
viously may also be positioned within a show 
case or in'any suitable position upon a store 
?xture where 'it may be readily observed. 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing and 
related ends, said invention, then, consists 
of the means hereinafter fully described and 
particularly pointed out in the claims. 

. i The annexed drawing and the following 
description set forth in detail certain struc 
ture embodying the invention such disclosed 
-.const'ruction constituting, however, but one 

Speci?cation of Letters Patent. 

‘ The attachment is 
'well adapted to the display of staple gro 
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of various structural forms in which the 
principle of the invention may be used. 
In said annexed drawing : 

_ Fig. l is a perspective view showing my 
display attachment aflixed to a counter; 

Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical section 
taken along the line 2—2 shown in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a transverse vertical section 
showing my device attached to a horizontal 
support; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a preferred 
form of container for merchandise which I 
use in connection with my display attach 
ment ; 

‘Fig. 5 is a horizontal section taken along 
the line 5——5 shown in Fig. 4c; and 

Fig. 6 is a rear elevation of my attach< 
ment showing the means for holding the 
individual containers behind the display 
openings of the casing. 
As is shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3 of the. 

drawing, the case or frame, 1, which is pref 
erably constructed of thin sheet metal, has 
a series of openings, 2, of substantially rec 
tangular outline and is provided at its upper 
edge with an inclined portion, 3, made in 
tegita lly therewith and folded upon itself for 
strengthening purposes. This inclined por 
tion ofthe attachment is designed to be held 
securely against the under side of the pro 
jecting edge of the top board of a store 
counter by means of nails, screws or other 
fastening elements. In the rear of each of 
the openings a resilient tongue, 4, is securely 
attached to such inclined'edge and extends 
downwardly parallel to and in spaced rela 
tion from the front ‘face of the casing. The 
lower edge of vthe casing is provided with 
an lip-turned flange, 4), sunilarly spaced from 
the front face of the'casing and extending 
continuously the'full length thereof. The 
ends, 6, of the case are closed by metallic 
portions having an inwardly turned ?ange, 
T, to make the structure more rigid. These 
?anges are substantially continuous with the 
up-turned ?ange at the bottom of the casing. 
The end walls of the casing may be of 
greater width at their point‘ of connection 
with the bottom flange than at their upper 
portions and the inclined upper edge of the 
casing may likewise be of lesser width than 
that of the lower edge of the casing. The 
lower corners, 8, of the frame are preferably 
rounded, as shown, in Fig. 1. 

Supporting strips, 9, attached to the lower 
edge of the casing jmay he provided, as 
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clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 3. When the 
display attachment is applied to the under 
edge, 11, of a store counter, 12, the support 
ing strips are bent downwardly at their 
inner ends, 13, and nails or other fastening 
devices, 14, are applied to the store ?xture 
through such downwardly turned portions. 
‘When the attachment is to be used in a show 

' window or above a store ?xture, the support 
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ing strips are not bent at an angle at their 
lower ends and constitute the sole support 
for the display ?xture, and may ‘ have a' 
series of fastening elements such as screws 
or nails, 15, fastened therethrough at suit 
able intervals as clearly illustrated in Fig. 3. 
1 The individual containers, 21, used with 
the case or frame just described areillus 
trated in Figs‘. 4 and 5. They are preferably 
formed of a-single piece of sheet metal, the 
sides, 22, being turned upwardly to form a 
box-like receptacle of the desired depth. 
Three of the said sides are then formed so 
as to provide grooves, 23, of appropriate size 
to receive a sheet of glass, 24;, which may be 
used as the top or cover for the container. 
The‘edge, 25, of the remaining up-turned 
side, instead of being formed into argroove, 
is turned backwardly so as to provide a rein 
forcing edge for the container at that point 
and permit the free ‘insertion of the glass 
within the grooved portions formed on the 
upper edges of the adjacent sides. 
From the foregoing description, the man 

ner of using my display device will be obvi 
ous. The goods which it is desired to dis— 
play are placed in the individual containers 
and the glass cover plate is slipped into po~ 
sition thereover. The containers are then 
inserted beneath the resilient tongues of the 
casing or frame and forced upwardly to the 
full extent of the space allowed, and then 
lowered into engagement with the ?anges 
upon the lower rear side of the casing. This 
securely holds them in positionv and their 
ready removal is accomplished by reversing 
the operation just described. 
This construction is one of great sim 

plicity and is very economical to manufac 
ture. It provides a means of utilizing most 
advantageously space which ordinarily is 
not used for the display of goods and the 
preferred position beneath the front edge of ~ 
a counter is such as to invite the attention 
of a-customer who is making purchases. . 
Other modes of applying the principle of 

my invention may be employed instead of 
-the one explained,change being made as re 
gards the construction herein disclosed, pro 
vided the‘ means stated by any of the fol 
lowing claims or the equivalent of such 
stated means be employed; ' 

‘ I therefore particularly point out and dis 
tinctly claim as my invention :--~ 

1. A display attachment for store ?xtures 
comprising a casing provided with a series 
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of display openings and having an inclined 
portion through which fastening means may 
be placed and a series of inclined supporting 
strips at the lower edge of said casing, an 
up-turned ?ange adjacent the base of said 
casing, a series of resilient tongues attached 
to said inclined portion of the casing, and 
extending downwardly in the rear of each 
of said openings, and a series of containers 
adaptedto be removably engaged behind 
said openings. , » ' 

2. A display attachment for store ?xtures 
comprising a casing provided with a series 
of display openings and having an inclined 
portion throughwhich fastening means may 
be placed and series of inclined supporting 
strips at the lower edge of said casing, an 
up-turned ?ange adjacent the base of said 
casing, and extending downwardly in the 
rear of each of said openings, a series of box 
like containers provided with transparent 
covers and adapted to be seated within said 
up-turned ?ange and engaged by said resili 
ent tongues. > . ' . = ‘ 

3. A . supplementary ' attachment for store 
?xtures comprising a‘ casing angularly sup 
ported from the 1under edge of the ?xture 
and providedwith a single series of display 
openings longitudinally arranged; a series 
of containers adapted to be seated behind 
said openings, and fastening elements for re 
movably holding said containers in position. 

A1. A supplementary display attachment 
for store ?xtures comprising a; casing pro 
vided with a series of display ‘openings lon 
gitudinally arranged;.a series'of containers 
adapted to be seated ,behind said openings 

7 and a fastening element for removably hold~ 
ing each of said containers in position, said 
fastening element comprising a ?ange por 
tion on said casing and a resilient tongue in 
spaced relation to'th'e front face of said 
casing. . ' ' 

5. A display attachment for store?xtures 
comprising a casing 'angularly supported 
from the under edge of a ?xture and pro 
vided with a single series of display open 
ings longitudinally arranged, a series of con 
tainers adapted to be seated behind said 
openings, ' fastening elements for removably 
holding said containers in position and. an 
integral supporting member in angular re 
lation to the casing for securing the same to 
said store ?xture: ' ‘ ‘ _ ‘ ~w ' 

6. A display attachment for store ?xtures 
comprising a casing provided with a series 
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of display openings longitudinally arranged, ' 
a series of containers adapted to be seated 

' behind said openings’, fastening elements for 
removably. holding saidjcontainers in posi 
tion, an integral supporting member in’ an; 
gular relation to-the casing for: securing the 
same to said store ?xtures, and a series of 
supporting strips attached to the lower edge 
of saidycasing and positioned, in angular re- ‘ 

125 



10 

1,421,806 

lation thereto, for holding said display at 
tachment upon said store ?xtures. 

7. A supplementary display ?xture for a 
store counter formed of a body of light sheet 
material, means for positioning said body in 
angular relation to the front edge of said 
counter, and a plurality of display members 
supported on said ?xture, adapted to be pre 
sented at an angular relation to the top sur 
face of said counter for convenient observa 
tion from a position in front of said counter. 

8. In an article of the class described the 
combination of a supplementary display fix 

3 

ture for a store counter formed of sheet ma 
terial, fastening means angularly related to 
said ?xture for connecting the same beneath 
the projecting edge of a store counter, a plu~ 
rality of removable display elements sup 
ported on said attachment, and means co 
acting with said elements for forming a sub 
stantially smooth unbroken surface upon the 
upwardly inclined face of the assembled at 
tachment. 
Signed by me this 28 day of June, 1921. 

WILLIAM O. IWELVIN. 
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