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To all whom it may concern .' 
Be it known that 1, WILLIAM M. Gonn, 

of Toledo, in the county of Lucas and State 
of Ohio, have invented a certain new and 
useful Switch Box; and I do hereby declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact 

- description of the-invention, such as will 
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snap engagement with the box ends. 

enable others skilled in the art to which it 
appertains to make and use the same, refer 
ence being had to the accompanylng draw 
ings, and to the characters of reference 
‘marked thereon, which form a part of this 
speci?cation. _ 

This invention relates to switch or termi 
nal boxes for use in interior electric wiring 
for the accommodation of electric light 
switches, and particularly to multiple unit 
boxes of that type to permit the varying of 
the size thereof to suit the number of 
switches to be accommodated. 
The object of the invention is the provi 

sion of a switch or terminal box of the class 
described, which is simple and inexpensive 
in its construction and capable of being eas 
ily and quickly ganged or built up by the 
workman into boxes of any desired size and 
without the use of screws or other removable 
retaining devices. - 
The invention‘ is fully described in the 

following speci?cation, and while, in its 
broader aspect, it is capable of embodiment 
in numerous forms, a preferred embodiment 
thereof is illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing in which,— ' ' 

Fig. '1 is a perspective view of a multiple 
unit switch box with one end separated there 
from, and Fig. 2 is a fragmentary perspec 
tive view of interlocking portions of ad 
joining box units. . . 
A box‘ embodying my inventlon comprises 

one or more body members 1 of duplicate 
construction and opposed end members 2, 2 
of duplicate construction and in releasable 

Each body member 1 is of U-form, being 
preferably stamped from sheet metal, and 
forms the bottom 3 and the opposing side 
walls 4 and 5. The side 4 is provided _at 
one end or side edge at or adjacent to its 
lower and upper corners with inward de 
pressions 6 and/7, respectively, whlch ex 
tend short distances in from the edge to 
ward the center of the side and are depressed 

toward the opposite side an extent substan 
_ ‘ tially equal to the thickness of the metal. 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident Th ese depressions preferably have ?at bot; 
toms‘, as shown. This edge of the side is' 
also provided substantially midwayrbetween 
thedepressions 6 and 7 with a tongue 8 ex 
tending, 1n the present instance, in the plane 
'of the side and formed with a depression 9 
providing a detent at the inner side of the 
ton ue ' 

Tgiie opposite side edge of the side 4 is 
provided at or adjacent to ‘its lower and 
upper corners with‘ spurs 11 and 12, respec 
tively, extending in the plane of the side, 
or substantially so, and in proper position 
and of suitable shape to enter the respective 
depressions 6 and '7 of an adjoining body 
section, as shown. The outer ends'of the 
spurs 11 and 12 are preferably turned 
slightly outward to facilitate an assembling 
of the sections. _ This edge of the side 4 is 
also provided substantially midway between 
its s urswith a depression 13, the bottom 
of w ich is inwardly offset from the plane 
of the side‘ 4 substantially the thickness of 
the metal and is suitably positioned and 
of suitable shape to form a recess for re 
ceiving the tongue 8 of the meeting side 
of an adjoining body section. The bottom 
of the depression 13 is extended beyond the ' 
edge of t e side to form a tongue 136 and 
is provided with a depression or socket 
14 substantially in the line of the side edge 
for receiving the detent of the mating tongue 
8 of an adjoining section. The depression 
14 forms a detent 15 at the inner side of the 
depression bottom. It is evident that when 
two sides 4 are joined together in edge abut 
ting relation the spurs 11 and '12 will lap 
the outer side and the extension 138 will 
lap the inner side of one side wall of the 
box and ‘the tongue 8 will lap the outer 
side~ of the wall with its detent sprung or 
snapped into the respective socket 14, there 
by yieldingly retaining the two sides to 
gether in interlocked engagement and pre 
venting relative lateral movements of either. 
The side 5 of each body section ‘is a dupli 

cate of the side 4 thereof, except that the po 
sition of its tongues, spurs, and recesses is 
reversed to those of the side 4, that is, the 
depressions 6 and 7 and tongue 8 are located 
at one pair of diagonally opposite corners, 
and the spurs 11 and 12 and depressions 13 
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15 

are located at the other pair of diagonally 
opposite corners of the body section. 
Each end member 2 of the box 1s of plate 

form and provided at one side edge thereof, 
the left in the present instance, at or adja 
cent to its lower and upper corners with 
spurs 16 and 17, respectively, bent or ex 
tending inwardly at right angles to the end 
member and adapted to seat in the depres 
sions 6 and 7 of the side edge, if at one end 
of the box, and of the side 5, if at the other 
end of the box. The same edge of the end 
member is also provided with a notch or 
incut 18 for receiving the respective tongue 
8 at right angles to the end member, and 
the edge portion of the bottom wall of the 

' notch is inwardly depressed at' 19 to per 
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- the top edges 

mit the detent of the registering tongue 8 
to engage within the recess in yielding en’ 
gagement with its bottom. The detents are 
preferably disposed in vertical alignment 
with the respective side edge of the body 
section So that it is necessary, in the pres 
ent instance, to form the depression 19 for 
receiving the same. 
The other side edge of the,’ end plate 2 is 

provided with a notch or incut 20 in position 
to receive the extension 13a of an adjoining 
side edge of a body section 1. and the edge 
portion of the bottom wall of this notch is 
inwardly depressed at 21 to coact with the 
detent 15 of said extension to yieldingly 
retain the parts in assembled relation, as is 
apparent. , he corner of the end plate above‘ the 
notch 20 is vertically notched at 22 to re 
ceive the adjacent spurs 12 of the body sec 
tion. and the corner below the notch 20 is 
provided with an opening 23 to receive the 
adjacent-spur 11 of the body section. It is 
evident that anvend plate 2 is yieldingly held 
to a .body section by the interengaging of 
the respective side edge portions, and that 
the body section side walls are both braced 
against inward and outward movements b 
the manner of interlocking thereof with the 

- end plate. 

It is evident that the box may be made'of 
any desired size by pressing or snapping "the 
meeting edges of a desired number of body 
sections 1 together, 
box may be closed by snapping the end 
plates 2 in engagement therewith thereby 
obviating-the necessity of using screws or 
other securing means for retaining the parts 
in assembled relation. 
Each box section 1 may-be provided at 

of its side walls with perfo 
rated lugs 24 for receiving the securing 
screws of an inclosed switch. and the body 
sections may also be provided at their outer 
sldes with supporting brackets 25. as is cus— 
tomary in boxes of this character. 

I wish itunderstood that my invention is 
not limited to any speci?c construction, ar 

and that the ends of the‘ 

1,420,694 

rangement or form of the parts, as it is capa 
ble of numerous modi?cations and changes 
without departing from the spirit of the 
claims. - > 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is,— 

1. In a box of the class described, a plu 
rality of body sections of U~form each _hav 
ing its side walls provided at one palr of 
diagonally opposite end edges with depres 
sions adjacent the upper and lower corners 
thereof and with a tongue having a ‘detent, 
and the other pair of diagonally opposite 
end edges having spurs projecting therefrom 
for lapping the end edge of “an adjoining 
section Within the corner depressions there 
of, and having a portion adapted to be 
lapped by a tongue of an adjoining section 
and prov'ided'with a recess for recelving the 
detent of the tongue. 

2. A box of the class described having a 
plurality of body sections of U-form each 
having a pair of diagonally opposite end 
edges of its side walls provided with a 
tongue and with inward depressions adja 
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cent the upper and lower corners thereof I 
and the other pair of diagonally opposite 
end edges of each section having spurs pro 
jecting therefrom in the planes of the re 
spective sides for entering the depressions 
of the meeting edge of an adjoining section 
and havingpan inward depression'adapted 
to receive the tpngue of the meeting edge’ 
of an adjoining section, said tongue and the 
bottom of a depression lapped thereby hav 
ing yieldingly releasable detent and socket 
engagement. ' 

3. In a box of the class described, a body 
section of U-form having the corresponding 
end edges of its side walls formed with ex 
tensions and one side wall having spurs pro 
jecting from its upper and lower portions, 
and an end wall for the body section adapted 

y to ?t between said'extensions and having 
openings at one end for receiving said spurs 
and provided with right angled projections 
at its other end for lapping the outer side 
of the adjoining side wall, said extensions 
and the end wall having coacting portions 
which yieldingly engage to retain the body 
section and end wall in assembled relation. 

4. In a box of the class described, a body ' 
section of U-form having the corresponding 
end edges of its side walls formed with ex 
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tensions having detents projecting there- ' 
from and one side Wall having spurs pro 
jecting from its edge in vertically spaced 
relation, an end plate having its ends 
notched to receive said extensions with the 
bottom walls of the notches inwardly dc 
pressed to engage the rear sides of the ex 

125 

tension detents to yieldingly retain the body ' 
section, and end plate in assembled relation, 
one'end of the end plate having openings 130 
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for receiving said spurs and the other end 
having vertically spaced inwardly project 
ing spurs for lapping the outer side of the 
meeting edge of the adjoining side wall. 

5. In a boxv of the class described, a- body 
section of U-form having a. pair of diago 
nally opposite end edges of its side Walls 
provided with tongues-and a pair of diago 
nally opposite end edges provided with a 
tongue and with spurs, and an end plate for 
each end of the body section having yielding 

releasable interengagement with the tongues 
at the respective end of the body section and 
each plate'interengaging at one end with a 
set of spurs on the respective end of the 

.3 a 

15 
body section and having inwardly project- ' 
ing spurs at its other end in lapplng engage 
ment with the meeting edge of a side wall 
of the body section. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto 

signed my name to this speci?cation. 
- WILLIAM M. GORE. 
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