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. To'all whom it may concern: ‘ 
Be it known that I, MILTON B. REAoH, a 

citizen ,of the United States, and resldent 
of Chicopee, in the county of Hampden and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Play 
ing Cards,of which the following is a speci 
?cation. . ' _ ‘ -‘ . 

In the playing of duplicate br1dge, whist, 
or like games Where the players arescoring 
against “par” (or against the score of other 
players on a predetermined hand or series 
of predetermined hands 1t is ‘important 
that the players be relieved from mental 
effort or strain in dealing the cards or keep 
ing\track ofthe deals or of the rotation of 
the-hands, so that each player may devote 
himself mainly to the game itself, and not 
have his attention diverted by the handling 
of paraphernalia or by more or less complex 
plans of dealing. - , . 

,In carrying out my invention, I provide 
what I term a direction indicator to indicate 
at sight and without-mental effort whether 
the card is to go to the player at the dealer’s 
right, left, to himself or opposite, and this 
indicatoris of such a characterv as to indi 
cate location in respect to the dealer and 
not of that character, such as a number or 
letter, which necessarily must- change from 
player to ' layer as the successive hands are 
dealt, and thus require closer attention to 
avoid confusion and error, particularly on 
the part of the le% experienced players. 

Other features of my invention will be 
fully described hereinafter, and particular ’ 
pointed out in the claims. _ - ~\ 
The drawing shows in Fig. 1 the back' 

of a playing card madeac/cording to my in 
vention. ‘ _ ' v‘ 

Fig. 2 indicates a blank showingr one of 
the stages ‘in making-the card of Fig.1. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged view of a portion 
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shown in Fig. 2, which have impressed there 
on a suitable color background and also sym 
bols, as numbers or letters in numerlcal or 
alphabetical order, to designate the rotation 
of hands. For instance, the numeral 1 
would indicate the ?rst hand played or in 
other words, the ?rst round of play, the 
numeral 2 the second rotation of the hands 
and so on. 

In the present instance, the card would 
bear four series or groups of symbols, ‘two 
of these series being at the top‘ of the card 
and the other two in reversed position at the 
bottom of the card, and in the present in 
stance each series runsfrom 1 to 9, indicat 
ing that eighteen different hands or rounds 
may be played. 7 
These blanks are kept in storage by the 

manufacturer and when a number of packs 
are to be marked, having indications thereon 
for the desired predetermined hands, the 
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desired-number of packs of blanks are with- ‘, 
drawn from storage and upon their backs 
and in proper relationv to the indices, as 1, 
2, 3, etc., or letters A, B, C, etc.,l already 
printed thereon, the deal location indicators 
and, symbol enclosures are printed“ . 
The manufacturereiswhus enabled, in an 

economical manner,‘ to place on the market, _‘ ' ' 

as Q a great ‘variety of games, one set following 
the other at proper intervals, so that they 
the market may be kept active‘ by bringing ‘ 
out packs with new hands to take the place 
of those ‘which, have become more or less 
stale, all ofthe packs being printed from the 
blanks previously prepared. ' 
The dealindicators are preferably in the 

\form of pointers, such as a, which indicates 
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a‘t.\a glance the direction in which the card ' 

round number 1 is being dealt, the card illus-' 
tratedwvould be dealt to the dealer. If hand or 
round number 2 was being dealt, the same 

For instance, if hand or i 

of the card to show the background, which card would go to the player at the dealer’s. 
is omitted from Fig. 1. , , right, because‘ in the ?rst instance‘, the indi 
_ Fig. 4 IS _a View of a card to be placed‘ cator a points to the dealer, whereas invthe 
1n the pack in a sealed envelope. By reason second ‘instance mentioned, the indicator 
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of the limitations of space, I have attempted points towards the right. In the hand' i 
to show only a part of the data which such number 3, the card would ,go to the dealer’s - 
element would bear in actual practice. 

Fig. 5 illustrates another card bearing 
data as to the handicap allowed. 
In the manufacture of the cards I ?rst 

make up in large quantity blanks such as 

' partner, so also it would do so in deal num 
ber 4. In deal number 5 the card would go 
to the player at the dealer’s left. 

. These pointers form portions of markings 
which divide up the ?eld. of. display into a 
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?rst mentioned are located. These en 
closures in the present instance are provided 
by circles 12 or segmentsof circles, vwhich 
connect with the pointers. These pointers 
are printed preferably in solid color and they 
are in the general form of the head of an 
‘arrow. The markings above described, in 
‘turn, may be enclosed with comparatively 
heavy border hnes c of rectangular forma- ‘ 
tion, but with a break at the point where 
the direction indicator is located. . 
These enclosures serve to concentrate the 

vision to the indices included within them, 
and they bring the two kinds of indices into 
intimate association in pairs. The cards 
may be decorated in any suitable way, and 
in, the drawing a space in the general form 
of a cross has been shown, in which any 
desired picture or design may be printed. 

In. the dealing of the, cards, the dealer 
without effort is enabled to place them with 

' the proper players, and he does not have, to 
keep in mind any arbitrary plan of differen 
tiation, as would be the case if, say, a com 
bination of letters and ?gures were used. 
In such case the letters indicate one thing 
and the numbers another, and a careless or 
indifferent player may become confused and 
reverse the indications. With the pointers, 
however, this cannot occur. It will be 
noticed thateach player is left free to exer 
cise his own judgment in laying down the 
cards. There is no indicator as to the plays 
which are to be made, and thus the relative 
skill of the players determines the outcome 
of the game. 

It will be clear that the markings on the 
card taken with the colored background 
enter into the design and distinctive and 
pleasing effects may be secured.‘ 
The pointers are inherently indicative of 

the direction in which the cards must be 
dealt, and are thus distinguished from arbi 
trary letter‘ and numeral indications. ' 
Auction bridge is now played in the fol 

lowing manner: The cards are shuffled, then 
dealt into four individual hands of thirteen‘ 
cards each, the value of the individual hands 
‘is appraised by the individual players hold~ 
ing those cards, and by a system of bidding 
each player is privileged to contract to take 
so many tricks. He is guided in his con 
tract by the cards which he holds and knows 
the value of under ordinary ‘circumstances, 
by the bidding of his opponents which 
enables him through inference to possibly 
locate certain cards in his opponents’ hands, 
to his right or left, that may1 increase the 
.value of his own hand, and by a law of aver 
ages that in any ordinary distribution of 
cards he could reasonably count on at'least 

- two tricks in his partner’s hand. Hence, if 
the original bidder sees within his own hand 
six reasonably assured tricks, counting on 
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an average of two tricks in his partner’s 
hand would justify him in making a con- . 
tract to take eight tricks. If he went this 
far and his partner raised his bid one or two 
more, that would be an indication that his, 
partner had that many more tricks over and 
above the average counted on. 

70 

These hands, of course, vary greatly in the ' 
distribution of cards. A game consists of 
thirty points. Different suits have different 
values. Clubs count '6 points to the trick; 

- diamonds, 7 points; hearts,‘ 8 points; spades, 
9 points; no trump, 10 points. It will be ' 
seen that a bidder with a strong club hand 
must take ?ve tricks vfor game, also the 
diamond hand; hearts, 4 tricks; spades, l 
tricks; no trump, 3 tricks. Now it is con 
ceivable that an individual hand may be 
good for ?ve hearts or 40 points that will go 
game by taking four tricks. In other words, 
an error may occur in play but the margin 
of safety still enables the player to go game. 
To offset this distribution of luck and to 

compare equalities of play, the game of 
duplicate auction was devised. _ This game is 
played just like regular bridge only there is 
a board containing four compartments to 
hold the separate hands which are kept sep~ 
arate as played, and after a certain number 
of boards have been played, whatever num 
ber may be decided upon at the beginning, ~ 
they are shuffled up, drawn at random,_and 
are replayed with opposing players taking 
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each other’s hands. In this game there is, / 
of course, a reward for better play and an 
opportunity for one pair of players to cor 
rect and pro?t by the mistakes of the other 
pair, 7 However, the standard of play is the 
respective skill of the players and varies ac 
cordingly. The score is the difference be 
tween the two sets of play. In other words, 
a series of boards must be played before 
a standard can be determined, and as above 
stated, this standard may be faulty. 
In the game which I propose, the original 

hands are all compiled in advance of the 
manufacture of cards. The weak and the 
strong hands are each correctly judged and 
appraised according to sound rules of 
bridge. These hands are then reproduced 
on the back of the card in the preferred 
form which my inventionv shows, and the 
opposing players then play against a ?xed 
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perfect score for each group of hands, weak . 
and strong. vIn addition to this the have 
the opportunity of repla-ying the car s as in 
duplicate bridge. 
Each pack of cards will contain a supple 

mentary card within the pack that records 
the value in points of each hand which may 
be designated as northand south, east and 
west.‘ This card will be placed .in a sealed 
envelope “and it would not be referred to 
until the hands have been played. Then the 
score of those hands would be‘checked up 
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against the true score to learn where the 
errors occurred. _ ' 

It will be noted that this memoranda gives 
the par score for intermediate stages of the 
game, and the players, if the score made is 
below par can play over that part of the 
game and seek to attain par without waiting 
to play the whole game before repeating. 
On the box containing the cards or on the 

label within the box, or on a separate card to 
' be placed in the pack, a statement would be 
made somewhat as follows: “The master 
hands in this pack lie north and south, the 
eighteen hands being good for 2,000 points; 
the east and west hands are goodfor 1,800 
points.” So that the players in sitting down 
to play would know that east and west were’ 
to receive a handicap of 200 point-s to prop 
erly balance their respective play. 

It will be noticed that in my present em 
, bodiment of the invention the indices for 
the direction of the deal are located at dif 

‘ ferent sides of the indices for the rotation 
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' of hands. Thus the deal index a for the 
hand rotation index 1 is below it. The deal 
‘direction index for the index 2 is at its right, 
and the deal direction index for the index 
3 is above it and so on throughout the series. 
I claim :— ' 

1. 'A playing card having the back surface 
thereof divided into a- multiplicity of en 

’ closed areas with deal indicating symbols 
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alike in character located thereat, each of 
said symbols being one of a series corre 
sponding in number to the number of rota 
tions- of the hands, the directions ‘of the 
deals being indicated by the different loca 
tions of the symbols in respect to said en 
closed areas. ' _ 

2. A playing card having the back surface 
thereof provided with indices for the rota 
tion of the hands, each index bein enclosed 
by a line having at one point a eal direc 
tion indicator, substantially as described. 

, 3. A pack of playing cards having 'on the 
back of each of the cards a plurality of 
‘symbols, one for each rotation of the hands 
and- positioned in consecutive order corre— 
sponding with the. order of the‘ rotation of 
the hands, each symbol pointing in the direc 
tion the card is‘ to be dealt in t e particular 

' one of the rotations of the ‘ban s to which 
. the symbol belongs, and when the pack is 
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held in position for dealing, substantially vas 
‘ described. , ., ' _ -> 

' 4. A playing card having indices on its‘ 
‘back for the rotation of the hands, and other 
indices inherently indicative of the direc 
tion in which the card must be dealt'in the 
different hands, each-of the ?rst mentioned 

', indices having one of thelast- mentioned in_ 
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dices associated therewith, substantially as, 
' _ described. ' Q r 

,5. A playing card having indices on its 
back for the rotation of the hands, and other 

a 

indices inherently indicative of the direction 
in which the card must be dealt in the dif~ 
ferent hands, said direction indices consist 
ing of pointers, substantially as described. 

6. A playing card having a series of in 
dices on its back for the rotation ofthe. 
hands, markings individual‘ to said indices 
enclosing the same, and indices for the direc— ' 
tion of the deals associated with said indices 
?rst mentioned and with the enclosure mark 
ings, substantially as described.‘ ' 

7. A playing card having a series of in 
dices on its back for the rotation of the 
hands, markings individual to said indices 
enclosing the same, and indices for the di 
rection of the deals associated with said 
indices ?rst mentioned and with the enclos 
ure markings, said direction indices consist 
ing of pointers, substantially as ‘described. 

8‘. A playing card having the back there 
of marked with a multiplicity of symbols 
for regulating the rotation of hands, each 
symbol being placed within a separate en 
closure having a pointer portion to indicate 
the direction in which the card is to be dealt 
in thevparticular rotation of the hands to 
which the symbol and enclosure belongs. 

9. A playing card having aspart of ‘its 
foundation printing a series of indices‘for 
regulating the rotation of the hands, and 
registering therewith individual deslgn pat 
terns indicating the direction of the deals. 

10.'A playing card having on its back 
indices for the rotation of the‘hands and 
other indices for the direction of the deals, 
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the latter indices being of like form ‘but , 
differently‘ disposed, substantially as de 
scribed. . , ‘ Y 

11. A'pack of playing cards each having 
indices on its back for the rotation of the 105 
hands and other indices for the direction in ' 
which the cards are to be dealt, and a mem- - 
ber associated with the pack of cards bear 
ing thereon memoranda relative to the par 
value "of the hands, substantially as de 
scribed. . r v _ -' _ 

12. A pack of playing cards each having 
indices on’. its back for the rotation of the 
hands and other indices for the direction in 
which the cards are to be dealt, and a‘ mem 
ber associated with the pack of'cards bearing 
thereon memoranda of the value‘ of the 
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hands, north, south, east and west, said mem- - 
ber being sealed from view and to be opened 
to. view after the handsv have been played 120 
so that‘the scores attained by the players ' 
can be checked up with the scores indicated 
by the memoranda, - substantially as de 
scribed. _ » 1 - _ . 

13. A pack of playing cards each having 
indices on its back for the rotation of the 
hands and other indices for the direction 
in which the vcards are to be dealt, and a 
member associated with the pack of cards 
having thereon a memorandum of the handi 
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cap in points which a- certain player or places 
must receive in order to balance the normal 
or par value of the hands. ' 

11. A playing card having on its back 
indices for the rotation of the hands and 
‘other indices for the direction of the deals, 
the latter indices being of like form but dis 
posed at different points relative to the first 
indices, that is to say, the deal index be 
longing to ‘one hand rotation index is .at a 
different location in respect thereto as com 
pared with the location of deal indices of 
other hand rotation indices in the same series, 
substantially as described‘. 

15. A playing card having on its back 
indices for the rotation of the hands and 
other ‘indices for the direction of the deals, 
the latter indices being of like form but- dis 
posed at different points relative to the ?rst 
indices, that is to say, the deal index be 
longing to one hand rotation ‘index is located 
on a different side thereof as compared with 
the location of deal indices of other hand 
rotation indices in the same series. 
'16. A pack of playing cards each having 

a series of indices on its back for the rota 
tion of the. series of hands in the game, and 

, other indices for the direction in which the 
cards are to be dealt, and a member asso 
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ciated with the pack of cards bearing there 
on meinoranda relative to the value of hands 
at intermediate stages of the game, substan 
tially as described. 1 

17. A playing card having on its back 
a series of indices indicating the rotation of 
the hands. and markings enclosing the said 
indices and having either at top, bottom, 
right or left of said indices ajpointer por 
tion, substantially as described. 

18. A playing card having on its back a 
series of indices for the rotation of the hands 
with a line for each index enclosing the same, 
each of said lines merging into a thickened 
pointer portion, substantially as described. 

19. A pack of playing cards each having 
on its back a plurality of markings, one for 
each'hand/ rotation, and a symbol for each 
marking associated therewith, the said 
symbols being disposed at different points 
about the hand rotation markings for indi-' 
cating the ,direction of the deals, the deal 
symbol belonging to one hand rotation mark 
ing being at av different location in respect 
thereto as compared with the location of deal 
symbols of other hand rotation markings in 
the same series, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

MILTON B. REACH. 
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