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To all whom it may] concern: _ 
Be it‘ known that I. ERNEST E. ALLEN, a 

citizen’ of the United States, residing at 
Minneapolis, in‘ the ‘county ‘of Hennepin 
and State of Minnesota, have invented. cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in 
Brushes, of which the following is a speci; 
?cation. . - ' 

‘ This invention relates to brushes and the 
object is to provide a neat, inexpensive and 
practical brush especially adapted for use in 

The in 
vention is fully described in the following 
speci?cation and is clearly illustrated in 
the accompanying drawing, in which: _ 

Fig. 1 is a top view of the brush and its 
handle. - 1 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional detail view 
on the line 2—2 in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a detail view of the top central 
part of the casting or plate 8. > 

Fig. 4 is a detail view of the underside 
of the valve coupling 18. > . 

Referring to the drawing by reference 
numerals 5 designates a brush block having 
bristles 6 and a number of holes 7 through 
which water may pass to the bristles. An 
elongated back plate 8 is secured .to the 
block 5 by a bolt 9 having a wing nut 10. 
The opposite end of the back 8 is guided 
and held in position by an integral projec 
tion 11 ?tting in a similarly‘ shaped notch 
in the block 5. The back is provided with 
a flange 12 between which and the block 
may be inserted a gasket 18, so that a space 
14; will be left-between the‘ back and the 
block. The upper part of the back is pro- - 
vided with a'portion 15 having a port 16 
leading out over one of the plate ends, and 
a slot or‘port 17 leading to the inclosure or 
space 141. A coupling 18, having an outletv 
19, is rotatably secured on the part 15 by a 
plate 20 secured by screws 21, and connects‘ 
the brush to a hollow handle 22 which is 
adapted to be secured to a'suitable supply 
hose by a coupling 23. A leather washer 
24 acts as a seat for the coupling 18 and 

~ makes the joint Watertight. ' ,1 
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In the operation and use of‘ the device 
when the brush is in the longitudinal posi 
tion to the handle 22, as shown in Figs. 1 
and 2, and the handle is connected to a 
water hose, then the water will pass through 
the ports 19 and 16 and straight out over 
the end of the back plate, it being pre 
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vented fromfspreading', ‘sideways by ‘lateral ' 
strengthening ribs 25 > formed integrally 
.Wltll the back. ‘Thus a direct 'cur'i-‘eiitof 
water can be had, for j washing purposes; 
‘When it is desired ‘todireet‘th'e water into 
the brush bristles 6 it‘ 'isonly necessary be 
turn the entire vbrush on the ccupling'is’tntil 
the port 19 is in either ‘Off/he positi'ons'in; 
cheated by the dotted lines 19‘ or 19“ in 
Fig; 8, or any intermediate-positioii,-in 
which event the water [will pass through 
the slot 17 to a chamber 26 and from there 
into the space 14 and through the holes 7 
to the bristles. Thus“ practically any angle 
of'the brush can be secured under various 
conditions and still keep the ?ow of water 
through to the bristles. When neither wash 
ing nor scrubbing is to be done, the brush 
can be turned to the right angular position 
in which the port 19 will rest in the position 
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19° (see Fig. 8), so. that the washer 24c ‘ 
will act as a valve and close all escape for 
the water; vWhile in this position the block 
5 can be conveniently detached and substi¢ 
tuted by a. block having softer or stiffer 
bristles when so desired. 

It is ofcourse understood that‘ suitable 
modi?cations may be madefin the form and 
structure of thisinvention if such modi?ca 
tions come within the spirit and scope of the 
appended claims. Having now therefore 
fully shown and described ‘my invention, 
what I claim to be new and desire to pro-v 
tect by Letters Patentis: 

1. A device of the. class described consist 
ing of a perforated brush block, a backplate 
secured thereto and having an upwardly en 
larged central portion, said portion having a 
flat seat on which is rotatably secured the 
?at end face of a coupling,the other end of 
the coupling being provided with a tubular 
handle, said seat having two ports,'one lead 
ing to the brush block and the other opening 
out over one end of the back plate, said cou 
pling > face ' having a discharge opening 
adapted to selectively - communicate with 
either of said'ports. : 

2. A device of the class described consist 
ing of a perforated brush block, a back plate 
secured thereto and having an upwardly en; 
larged central portion the same having a 
chamber in its under side, said portion also 
having a seat on which is rotatably secured 
one end of a coupling, 
coupling being provided with a tubular 
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the other end of the ' 
110 ’ 
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handle, said portion being provided with a 
port leading from said seat to said chamber 
and a second port leading from the seat and‘ 
having its outlet directed over one end of 
the back plate, said coupling having a dis‘ 
charge opening adapted to selectively com. 
municate with said ports. ‘ 

3. A device of the class described consist 
ing of a perforated brush block, a back plate 
secured thereto, an integral portion of said 
back plate extending upwardly at the mid 
dle port thereof, lateral ribs integral with 
the plate and extending substantially from 
said integral portion to the ends of the plate, 
a seat in said portion the same having two 
ports, one communicating with the brush 
block and the other discharging directly out 
over the top of one endof the back plate be 
tween the ribs thereon, a coupling rotatably 
mounted on the seat, said coupling being 
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adapted, when turned, to supply water to 
either of said ports, selectively. 

4. A device of the class described, consist 
ing'of a perforated brush block, a back plate 
secured thereto, a portion of said plate hav 
ing a circular seat in its upper face, a cou 
pling, having a tubular handle at one end 
rotatably mounted at its other end on said 
seat, the end of the coupling engaging the 
seat having an annular integral rim, a ring 
plate secured to the plate and adapted. to 
engage theupper edge of said rim, so as to 
hold the coupling ?rmly seated, said seat 
having a direct discharge port and a brush 
feeding port adapted to be selectively fed 
by an opening in the end of the coupling 
adjacent the seat. ' 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

ERNEST E. ALLEN. 
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