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To all whom it may concern.’ 
Be it known that 1, Louis PERCY LINDEN, 

a subject of the King of Great Britain, and 
resident of 1London, ringland, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in Ad 
vertising Signs, of which the following is a 
speci?cation. 

This invention relates to advertising ma 
chines that are mechanically operated in 
such a manner that the sign or advertisement 
appears letter by letter in succession and 
when completed the several letters or signs 
constituting the advertisement automatically 
disappear, that is to say, in a similar manner 
to the well known electric signs that are op~ 
erated similarly to convey the same idea in 
darkness by the switching “on” and “off” of 
the lamps. '1 
In connection with apparatus of this kind 

it has already been proposed to assemble the 
several plates upon which are inscribed the 
letters, on a common axis so that they can be 
individually raised to view by the effect of 
spring urged plungers that are actuated by 
cams formed on rotating discs within the 
cabinet so that the letters are raised above 
the top of the cabinet when the plunger is 
propelled by the cam and fall back when the 
cam is out of engagement with the plunger. 
Likewise in a motor driven vehicle it has 
been proposed to utilise the motive power 
of the‘ vehicle to drive a shaft on which are 
mounted cams or eccentrics which operate ver 
tically disposed rods each of which at its end 
is provided with a letter or sign that is pro 
jected by this means through the roof of the 
vehicle thus forming a disappearing adver 
tisement. Similarly by means of clockwork 
and other mechanical power it has been pro 
posed to rotate a shaft carrying cams that 
engage with bell-crank levers the free end of 
each of which is attached to a cord that ef 
fects a rotatory movement of a ball or sphere 
that carries the letter or sign which becomes 
visible through an appropriate ori?ce in the 
cabinet containing the entire mechanism and 
the object of this invention is to simplify the 
construction of such advertising apparatus 
and facilitate its general use for which pur 
pose the apparatus according to the present 
invention comprises a cabinet within which 
is contained clockwork or other suitable 
mechanism whereby a longitudinal shaft is 
rotated continuously, the said shaft having 
attired thereto suitable cams that operate 
trip levers or the like that support the sev 

eral letters which are thereby raised or pro 
jected upwards through slots formed in the 
top of the cabinet. Bythis means any num 
ber of letters or signs may be automatically 
propelled or ejected from the cabinet so as 
to come into view thereby successively spell 
ing a- whole sentence or a trade name of an 
article which it is desired to exhibit intermit 
tently as an advertisement or announcement. 
The cabinet and the entire apparatus con 

structed in accordance with the present in 
vention forms a concise self-contained article 
which can be placed in a shop window or 
show case or on a shop counter, and by the 
employment of the clock-work mechanism or 
other motive power and various set-s of let 
ters or signs, different advertisements may 
be exhibited from time to time by the same 
machine, the letters or signs being made in 
terchangeable for this purpose. 
A mechanically operated advertising ap 

paratus embodying my invention is illus 
trated in the annexed drawing wherein: 

h. . . r igure 1. 1s a front elevation of the adver 
tising cabinet. 
Figure 2. a sectional elevation as viewed 

from the rear of the machine with the back 
removed and 
Figure 3. a transverse sectional elevation 

on line w-—00 of Figure 2. looking from left 
to right of that ?gure. 

Similar letters of reference relate to like 
parts in all the figures of the drawing. 

Referring now to the drawing a is the 
cabinet mounted on the base 6 in which is 
rotatably supported the drum or cylinder 
0 by the bearings (Z in the end 6 of the cabi 
net (4 and the partition f that forms the 
space or enclosure 9 for the mechanism by 
which the apparatus is operated which in 
the example shown is an electric. motor. 
The top of the cabinet (0 is provided with 

a slot h which is preferably metal lined and 
provided with guides to retain the metal or 
other suitable slats in their respective posi 
tions along the slot it. Each of these slats 
i has inscribed thereon in any convenient 
manner a letter as shown in Figure 1. and is 
provided wit-l1 a slit j with which‘ engages 
the end is of a trip lever that oscillates‘ on 
the spindle m, the other end it of the trip 
lever normally rests against the stop bar 0 
when the slat i is invisible, or actuated by 
one or other of the steps or cams p of the 
drum or cylinder 0 and when in the tilted 
position it rests on the periphery thereof un 
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til the rotation oi the drum 0 brings the gap 
g opposite thereto when it falls back against 
the stop bar 0 and allows the slat i to disap 
pear. lit will be readily understood that the 
slats i of which the advertisement is com 
posed can be readily removed and replaced 
so that different- advertiseinents may be ex 
hibited from time to time by the same ma 
chine and obviously av less or greater num 
ber can be employed according to require 
Hi81’ltS.' ‘ 

7 “That I claim is :—_ 
l. A mechanically operated advertising 

sign comprising a cabinet within which is ro 
tated by any suitable means a cylindrical 
drum provided with steps that successively 
engage with trip levers which project slats 
from the top of the cabinet in such a man 
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ner as to mechanically complete the spelling 
oi the advertisement to be exhibited and 
‘means for effecting the disappearance of said 
advertisement by the continued rotation of 
the said drum. 

2. it mechanically operated advertising 
sign comprising a cabinet within which is 
rotated by any suitable means a cylindrical 
drum provided with steps that successively 
engage with trip levers which project'slats 
from the top of the cabinet in such a manner 7 
as to mechanically completev the spelling of 
the advertisement to be exhibited said cylin 
drical drurn being provided with a gap to 
allow of the immediate disappearance of the 
several slats exhibited. ' 

In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature. 
OUIS PERCY LINDENv 

20 

25 

30 

35 


