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T 0 all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, HARRY E. GALE ‘and 

\VALTER D. BANns, citizens of the ‘United 
States, residents, respectively, of Ogontz, 
Montgomery County, State of Pennsylva 
nia, and Philadelphia, county of Philadel 
phia, State of Pennsylvania, have-invented 
a new and useful Flaking Device, of which 
the following is a speci?cation. ’ 
Our invention relates to improvements in 

?aking devices. ‘The object 1310 provide 
simple, convenient and eiiicient means for 
severing portions of a substance from the 
main body thereof, in the form of extremely 
thin ?akes. ' 

\Ve accomplish this purpose by means of 
a sheet metal body having a substantially 
?at surface and provided in said surface 
with a series of slits, said slits arranged in 
lines inclined to the longitudinal extension 
of the body and also so that the several 
lines of slits on one side of the medial line 
of said body converge toward corresponding 
lines of slits on the other side of said 
medial line. These slits are so formed that 
one side wall or margin of each slit is raised 
above the opposite side wall of said slit and 
the raised side wall is preferably provided 
with an angular formation or somewhat 
sharpened cutting edge. » 

Referring to the drawings, which illus 
trate merely by way of example suitable 
means for the embodiment of our inven 
tion:-— 

Fig. l is a plan View. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation. ' 
Fig. 3 is a section on a. greatly enlarged 

scale, on line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is a similar section on line 3-3‘ 

of Fig. 1. 
Similar numerals -refer to similar parts 

throughout the several views. 
In the example shown in the drawings, 

the sheet metal body 5, is mounted on the 
frame 6 having suitable supports 7 and 8, 
one at each end. One support, for example 
7, is adapted to rest upon a table or other 
material receiving structure while the other 
support 8 serves as a handle to be grasped 
by the operator. 
As a preferable construction we have 

shown the support 7 provided with hook 
shaped formations for engaging the mar; 
gins of a receptacle wall such as a sink 
or tub. 

The body-portion 5 is, provided with‘ a 
series of ‘slits 9 extending through the same. 
These slits 9 are very narrow, elongated 
openings having one long margin 10 raised 
above the opposite long margin 11 and 60 
above the plane of the surface of the sheet 2 
metal body 5. These slits 9 are all arranged 
diagonally or inclined to the longitudinal 
extension of body 5. i ' i 

' Drawing an imaginary medial line longitu 
dinally upon said body 5, it will be noted that 
thejlines of slits'on each side of said medial 
line converge toward .each other as shown 
in Fig. 2, and that alternate lines of slits 
on either side vof ‘the medial, line slightly 
overlap each other and said medial line. 

It ‘will also be noted that/these inclined 
slits 9 are staggered as to lines parallel with 
said medial line. 

It will also be noted that when striking up 
one longitudinal margin 10 above the other 
margin 11 of each slit, the elevated edge is 
sharpened or of angular formation as shown 
in Figs. 3 and 1i to facilitate in the operation 
to be described. This may be secured for 
example by taking advantage of the thick 
ness of the sheet metal and slightly turning 
one edge or corner further out than the other, 
as shown in Fig. 3, or the thickness of said 
margin may be reduced in any suitable way. 
In operation the device is supported by 

the supporting part 7 resting, for example, 
upon a table or other supporting surface, 
while the part 8 is held in the hand of the 
operator. The substance to be ?aked, such 
as a cake of soap, is rubbed over the surface 
of body 5, so that when moved in direction 
of the arrow Fig. 2, the substance engages 
with the cutting raised margins 10 of the 
slits 9 and, due to the fact that the said 
slits 9 are inclined to the lines of movement 
of the substance operated upon, and the cut 
ting margins 10 correspondingly inclined, 
there is a shearing action of said cutting 
edges upon the substance, with the result 
that very thin ?at ?akes or shavings are 
severed from said cake. of soap, for example, 
which flakes are carried through said slit-s 
9 and deposited beneath the same. The ar 
rangement of the lines of slits, as above de 
scribed, that is, with all the lines of slits 
on one side of an imaginary medial line, con 
verging toward corresponding lines on the 
other side, serves to keep the object operated 
upon, as it is rubbed over the surface of 
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bod 5, moving substantially along ‘said 
medial line, so that the maximum e?iciency 
is secured for all the severing edges or mar-‘ 
gins of the several slits. 
What we claim is : 
1. In a device of the character described 

asheet metal body ‘provided with lines of 
separated slits inclined to the longitudinal 
extension of ‘the bodyi,‘each line com rising 
a plurality of said slits formed 'eac with 
one of its long margins raised above the‘ 
opposite margin. ' . V 

2. ‘In a device of the character described 
a sheet metal body provided with lines of 
short separated slits inclined to the longitu 
dinal extension of the body, each line com 
prising a plurality of said slits ‘formed each 
withone of its long margins raised above 

. the opposite margin, said raised margin hav 
ing a sharpened engaging edge. l 

In a device of‘rthe character described 
a sheet‘metal body provided with “ a .series 
of slits arranged in lines inclined to the lon 
gitudin‘al extension of the body and also 
so that the several lines of slits on one side 
of the medialline of said body‘converge 
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toward corresponding lines ‘of slits on the 
other side of said medial ‘line, said-slits 
formed each with one of its long margins 
raised above the opposite margin. 

4. In a device of the character described 
‘a sheet metal body provided with a series 
of slits arranged in lines inclined to the lon 
gitudinal extension of the body, said slits 
also being staggered with respect to lines 
parallel with said longitudinal extension, 
said slits formed each ‘withone of: its long 
margins ‘raised ‘above the opposite margin. 

In a device of the character described 
a sheet metal body. provided with a series 
of slits, arranged in lines inclined to the lon 
gitudinal extension of the body and also‘so 
that the several lines of slits on one side of 
the medial lineof said body convergetoward V ' 
corresponding. and slightly overlapping in‘ 
alternate order lines of slits on theiother 
side of said medial linersa‘id slits formed 
each wlth one of its long margins raised 
above the opposite margin. 

' HARRY E. GALE. 
WALTER D. BANEs. 
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