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1' v0 all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HARRY B. HAMILTON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in 
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented an Improve 
ment in Ankle-Supporters, of which the fol_ 
lowing description, in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, is a speci?cation, 
like characters on the drawings representing 
like parts. 

This invention relates to an ankle sup 
porter, and has for its object to provide a 
simple and highly e?icient device for this 
purpose. In accordance with this invention, 
the ankle supporter is provided with side 
members to support the thicker parts of the 
sides of the foot adjacent the ankle bone, 
and with ?lling members which project 
from the inner surfaces of said side members 
and are arranged thereon to cooperate with 
and support thinner parts of the‘ foot adja 
cent the ankle bone, which thinner parts 
would not be supported directly by the side 
members if the ?lling members ,were 
omitted. ‘ 

The ?lling members may be integral with 
the side members or stitched or otherwise 
fastened thereto, and it ispreferred to pro 
vide each side member with a vertically ar 
ranged ?lling member to cooperate with the ‘ 
thin portion of the foot behind the ankle 
bone and above the heel, and also with a 
?lling member laterally arranged with re 
lation to the vertical'?lling member to co~ 
operate withand directly support the thin 
portion of the foot below the ankle‘bone. 
The particular features of the invention 

will be pointed out in the claims at the end 
of this speci?cation. ' 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a foot pro 

vided with an ankle supporter embodying 
this invention. 

Fig. 2, a developed view of the supporter 
shown in Fig. 1, looking on the inside there 
of, and ' 

Fig. 3, a section on the line 3-3, Fig. 2. 
Referring to Fig. 2, 01, 6 represent the side 

members of one form of ankle supporter em 
bodying this invention. 'The side members 
a, b may be made of leather, felt, woven 
fabric or other suitable material, possessing 
the desired ?exibility to enable it to be used 
without discomfort to the wearer. 
The side members a, b, may be connected 

together at their rear or adjacent sides by a 
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member 0, which engagesthe rear portion 
of the foot above the heel d and forms a 
hinge for the side members a, b. 
The side members a, Z) are designed to en 

gage the thicker parts of the sides of the 
foot, but do not engage the thinner portions 
adjacent the ankle bone 10, and it is the pur~ 
pose‘ of this invention to provide a direct 
support for a thinner portion of the sides 
of the foot adjacent'the ankle bone, and 
preferably for the thinner portion below 
the ankle bone and for the thin portion be 
hind the ‘ankle bone and above the heel d. 
‘To this end, each side member is pro 

vided on its inner side with a ?lling mem 
ber 12 to engage the thinner portion of the 
vfoot below the ankle bone, and with'a ?ll_ 
ing member 13 to engage the thin portion of 
the foot behind the ankle bone. 
The ?lling members 12, 13, may be indi 

vidual members or they may be made as a 
‘ continuous piece as herein shown. The ?ll 
ingmember 12 is preferably curved to form 
with the member 13 a recess or socket 14 in 
its upper edge for the reception of the ankle‘ 
bone. The ?lling members 12, 13, may be 
integral with the side members, or they may 
‘be separate therefrom and secured thereto 
by stitches 15 or‘ otherwise. 

Thehinge member 0 enables the side meni 
bers and their attached ?lling members to 
be moved toward and from each other‘ to ad 
just the supporter to feet of different sizes. 
‘The ‘?llingmembers may be composed of 

a-plurality of pieces as represented in Fig. 
3, and secured to the side members by the 
stitches 15, or they may be composed of a 
single ‘piece integral with the side members 
or stitched thereto. 
The ?lling members project from the in 

ner surfaces of the side members and are 
located thereon so as to directly support the 
thinner portions of the sides of the foot 
adjacent to the ankle bone 10, and in the 
present instance the member 12 supports the 
thinner portion below the ankle bone and 
the member 13 supports the thin portion 
behind the ankle bone and above the heel, 
as represented in Fig. 1. The thin portions 
supported by the ?lling members would not 
be supported by the side members, if the ?ll 
ing members were omitted and it is in this 
respect that the present invention differs 
from and is superior to ankle supporters 
now generally used and known to me, inae 
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much as the ?lling members afford a direct, 
?rm, yet more or less ?exible support for the 
thinner parts of the foot, which have not 
heretofore been supported. 
In the present instance the supporter is 

shown as secured in position on the foot by 
a lacing 16, which is strung through eyes or 
1(gpenings 17 in the ?lling and side mem 
ers. 

The eyes 17 are preferably arranged as 
shown, so that the lacing when strung from 
one side member to the other will pass un 
der the arch in the foot, and also across 
the instep and have its free ends tied to 
gether above the latter. 
‘The side members of the supporter pref 

erably have their lower edges curved up 
wardly toward the rear hinge portions so 
as to enable the rear portion of the sup 
porter to ?t over and 'uponthe heel and be 
supportedthereby, after the manner shown 
in Fig. 1. 
One of the ?lling members 12 and the 

side member 7) to which it is attached may 
and preferablywill be made longer than 
the other and made of a greater curvature 
at its upper edge so as to conform to the 
difference in‘ the size of the ankle bones, 
the longer ?lling member attached to the 
side member I) cooperating with the smaller 
ankle bone on the outside of the foot. While 
it is preferred to provide the side members 
'of the supporter with ?lling members which 
extend vertically and laterally, it is not de 
sired to limit the invention in this respect, 
as bene?cial results are obtained by the use 

. of either alone. 
One embodiment of the invention is here 

in shown, but it is not desired tolimit the 
invention to the particular construction 
shown. although it may be. preferred. 

Claims: _ , 

1. In anankle supporter, in combination, 
a member to engage and support a thick 
portion of the side of the foot, and a ?lling 
member projecting from and beyond the in- ‘ 
ner surface of said member. and arranged 
to engage and directly support a ‘thinner 
portion of the foot adjacent to the ankle bone 
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which is not directly supported by said 
member. 

2. In an ankle supporter, in combination, 
side members connected together and 
capable of embracing the rear portion of 
the foot and engaging the thicker side por 
tions thereof, and ?lling members project 
ing from and beyond the inner surfaces of 
said side members and arranged thereon to 
engage and support thin portions of the foot 
adjacent the ankle bone and not directly 
supported by said side members. 

3. In an ankle supporter, in combination, 
side ' members connected together and 
capable of embracing the rear portion of 
the foot, and ?lling members projecting 
from and beyond the inner surfaces of said 
side members and comprising vertically ar 
ranged portions to engage with and support 
the thin part of the foot behind the ankle 
bone and portions which are extended lat 
erally with relation to said vertical portions 
to engage with and support the thin part 
of the foot below the ankle bone! 

a. In an ankle support-er, in combination, 
side members connected together ‘and 
capable of embracing the rear portion of 
the foot, and ?lling members projecting 
from and beyond the inner surfaces of said 
side members and comprising vertically ar 
ranged portionsto engage with and support 
the thin part of the foot behind the ankle 
bone, and curved portions extended later 
ally with relation to said vertical portions 
to engage with and support the thin part 
of the foot below the ankle bone. " . 

5. In an ankle supporter, in combination, 
side members to engage and support, the 
thicker portions of the foot, and ?lling mem~ 
bers projecting from and beyond the inner 
surfaces of said side members and arranged 
thereon to engage with and support thin 
portions of the foot adjacent the ankle bone 
and not directly, supported by the said side 
members. , 

In testimony whereof, I have signed my 
name to this speci?catio . ' 

HARRY "B. HAMILTON. 
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