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To all whom it may concern: _ _ 
Be it known that I, JACOB RIFKIN, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing in l/Vilkes- ' 
Barre, Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, have 
invented new and useful Improvements in 
Union-Garments, of which the following is 
a speci?cation. ' ‘ ' 

This invention relates to an improvement 
in overall union suits or'other one piece gar 
ments, comprising a combined blouse. or 
shirt, and trousers. v - , 

One object of my invention is to facili 
tate donning and removing such garments. 
Loosely ?tting as is‘ the blouse-or shirt 

portion of the present style of garment as 
commonly manufactured, elderly persons 
and those inclined to stoutnesshave some 
di?iculty in putting on the union overall, 
and ‘more dif?culty in removing the gai~-' 
ment, due to the 'Vfact'that it is necessary to 
throw ‘the shoulders back and toward each. 
other in order to strip the shoulder portions 
of the garment o? of the shoulders of the 
wearer; - Y 7 ‘ 

Garments equipped with my invention 
obviate this disadvantage,,and are easily put 
on and takenoif with a minimum of trouble 
and without loss of time. ' 
~ The, back andibreast pieces of the usual 
union overall are permanently connected or 
fastened together by shoulder seams extend 
ing in, opposite directions along the top of 
the shoulder‘from the neck opening ‘to the 
upper ends of the armscyes or arm holes, 
and by seams extending from the armpits of 
the garment to the waist or belted portion.» 
The one piece collar of the garment is usu- ' 

ally stitched to the edge of the material 
forming the neck opening, a slit or opening 
extending; down the front of the garment 
from and including the collar band to the 
crotch._ V ' 

The spreading of this slit or opening, and 
the neck opening, forms the aperture through 
which the body of the wearer must pass in 
putting on and removing the garment, and 
is amply su?icient, except when drawing the 
garment over the shoulders or in extricat 
ing the shoulders from the garment. / 

Therefore, to , render such operations 
easier, I provide the garmient with slits, open 
ings, or ventswextending along the tops of 
the shoulders from the collar band to a point 
adjacent, but preferably, not meeting, the 
upper ends of the respectivejarm holes, such 
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vents extending across and opening'through ' ‘ 
the collar. or collar band. . I 

closed. . I ~. _ ~ 

These vents, combined with the usual 
- front slit or opening above-mentioned, per 
mit the breast of the garment to be laid. open 
or turned back, so that the blouse portion 
can be easily removed from the shoulders of 
the wearer when the shoulder vents ‘and 
front slits are. unfastened, and in putting on 
the garment, the front pieces are drawn to 
gether over the breast of the wearer, after 
the arms, are inserted in the sleeves, the 
edges ofthe front slit fastened together, and 
the shoulder vents .closed byfmeans of the 
fastenings provided therefor. 
Reinforcing means is 

strengthen the vented 
the garment. ’ - - - 

In the accompanying‘ drawings, which 
illustrate one of a’ number of embodiments 

provided I ~ to 

Suitable fastenings of, any convenient 
type may be used to‘ hold the shoulder vents ' 

shoulder portions of. 
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of my invention, ‘Figure 1. is a front view of . 
a union overall equippedwith my invention, 
one of the vents being opened tobetter dis 
close the construction; ~ ‘ ' 

80 

Fig, 2 is'a three-quarters view of the up- 7 
per portion. of the garment; and 

Fig. 3 is'a detail perspective view of a 
shoulder portion of the garment. ,' . 
.Referring' to the drawings," the garment 
comprises leg portions 1,1, connected atthe 
waist. to a blouse formed of aback piece 2 
and front pieces 3, 3. The back may-be, of a 
single-piece or of two or more pieces sewed 
together._ ' o . 

The pieces forming the front and back are 
out at 4, 4, to form a neck opening. and at 
5, 5, toform arm holes-or scyes, and sleeves 
6, 6 are secured to the material‘ around the 
arm holes 5 in the usual manner, the rear 
side ‘edges of" the .respective - front pieces 
3, 3 being attached to the front side edges of 
the back piece 2 by the seams 7, running 
from the arm pits‘ downwardlytoward the 
waistline. ‘ _ .L ' , ' 

' Heretofore, the rear edge of each of the 
front pieces 3, 3; between the neck opening 
and armhole has been'lsecured to the cor 
responding front; edge of the back piece 2 
by ashoulder seam, but my invention con: 
templates the formation of a vent at this 
point along the top‘of each shoulder. . 

. To this end, the. rear edges of the front 
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pieces 3, 3, and the front edges of the back 
piece on each side of the neck opening are 
left free for a distance along the top of each 
shoulder of thegarment toward the top of 
the arm hole, to form vents 8, 8 su?‘icient to 
enable the shoulders of the wearer to easily 
pass through without contortion. 
Such vents may extend approximately 

one-half of the distance between the neck 
opening and the respective arm holes, 5 
though this length may vary without depart 
ing from the scope of the invention. 
A doubled reinforcing strip 9 extends along 

the whole length of each shoulder from the 
top of the arm hole 5 to the neck opening 
4, the free edges of the reinforcing strip be 
ing ?rmly secured to the rear edge of its‘ 
front piece 3 between the rear end of the 
neck. opening thereof to the top of the arm 
hole 5. The rear edge of the front piece is 
indicated by the dotted line 321 and is in 
serted between the doubled or folded rein 
forcing strip 9. 7 
These reinforcing strips 9, in effect, form 

extensions on the rear edges of the front 
pieces 3, 3 and lap over the corresponding 
front edges of the back piece 2, which front 
edges may be reinforced by strips 10, 10 
preferably secured to the under sides 
thereof. 

Lines of cross stitching 11, 11 close the ends 
of the vents 8 at the desired points, and sep 
arable fastenings 12 011 the reinforcing strips 
9 and the front edges of the back piece 2 
may be used to close the vents intermediate 
the ends thereof. 
Those portions of the rear edges of the 

reinforcing strips 9 between the lines of 
cross stitching 11 and the arm holes 5 are 
permanently secured to the adjacent front 
edges of the back piece 2 by stitching 11“. 
Because of the vents 8, 8, it is desirable 

to provide a sectional collar or collar band, 
projecting upwardly from the respective 
front and back pieces along the edge of the 
neck opening. I have illustrated such a 
band made in three pieces, one of which, 13, 
is attached to that edge of the back piece 2 
forming the neck opening 4, the remaining 
sections 14, 14 being secured to the edges of 
the front pieces 3, 3 where they are cut at 
4, to form the neck opening. 
The rear ends of the collar sections 14, 

14 of the front pieces 3, 3, extend across the 
width of the respective reinforcing strips 9, 
whereby to form extensions to overlapthe 
front ends of the back collar sections 13, re 
leasable fastenings 15 of any suitable kind, 
operating to connect the adjacent ends of 
the collar sections. ‘ - 

By the use of the fastenings 15, it might 
be possible to eliminate the fastenings 12. 

Obviously, the reinforcing strips 9 might 
be applied to the front edges of the back 
piece 2 to overlap the rear edges of the front ' 
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pieces 3, 3, in which case, the reinforcing 
strips 1.0 would be secured to the rear edges 
of the respective front pieces. 
The opening between the adjacent front 

edges of the front breast pieces 3, 3 is pro 
vided with buttons and button holes 16 or 
other convenient releasable fastenings Where 
by the opening may be held closed. 
Changes may be made in the form and 

arrangement of the several parts described 
without departing from the spirit and scope 
of my invention. 
What I claim as new, is : 
1. The combination in a blouse or shirt 

comprisingaback piece and front pieces and 
having armholes and a neck opening; of re 
inforcing strips connected to the rear edges 
of the respective front pieces between the 
neck opening and the armholes, to form ex 
tensions of the front pieces and overlap the 
corresponding front edges‘ of the back piece; 
stitching to connect the overlapping por 
tions of the reinforcing strips to the adja 
cent front edge of the back piece, from the 
armholes to points partway toward the neck 
opening to form shoulder vents; a sectional 
collar or collar band, one section of which 
is connected to the back piece at the'neck 
opening, and the remaining sections being 
secured to the respective front pieces at the 
.neck' opening; and means to releasably close 
the vents. 

2. The ‘combination in a blouse or shirt 
comprising a back piece and front pieces 
and having armholes and a neck opening; of 
reinforcing strips connected to the rear 
edges of the respective front pieces between 
the neck opening and the armholes, to form 
extensions of the front pieces and overlap the 
corresponding front edges of the back piece; 
stitching to connect the overlappinglpor 
tions of the reinforcing strips to the adjacent 
front edge of the back piece, from the arm 
holes to points partway toward the neck 
opening to form shoulder vents; a sectional 
collar or collar band, one section of which 
is connected to the back piece at the neck 
bpening, and the remaining sections ‘being 
secured to the respective front pieces at the 
neck opening; the rear ends of the respec 
tive front collar sections extending across 
and secured to the ends of the reinforcing 
strips adjacent the neck opening to form 
extensions which overlap the front ends of 
the rear collar section; and means to releas 
ably connect the overlapping portions of 
the collar sections. 

3. The combination in a blouse or shirt 
comprising a back piece and front pieces 
and having armholes and a neck opening; 
of folded reinforcing strips embracing the 
rear edges of the respective front pieces be 
tween the armholes and neck opening, the 
reinforcing strips serving as extensions of 
the front pieces to overlap adjacent por 
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tions of the front edge of the back piece; a 
portion of each reinforcing ‘strip from the 
armhole partway only to the neck opening, 
being secured to the overlapped edge of the 
back piece, to form shoulder vents; collar 
sections secured to the respective front and 
back pieces at the neck opening; and means 
to releasably connect the front ends of the 
rear collar section with the rear ends of the 
respective front collar sections. 

v4. The combination in a blouse or shirt, 
comprising a back and front pieces and hav_ 
ing arm holes and a neck opening; of folded 
reinforcing strips embracing the rear edges 
of the respective front pieces between the 

8 

armholes and neck opening, the reinforcing - ' 
strips serving as extensions of the front 
pieces to overlap the adjacent portions of 
the front edge of the back piece; a portion 
of each reinforcing strip from the armhole‘ 
partway only to the neck opening, being se 
cured to the overlapped edge of the back 
piece, to form shoulder vents; cross stitch 
ing to connect the reinforcing strips‘inter 
mediate their ends with the back piece, to 
close one end of each vent; and collar sec 
tions secured to the respective front and 
back pieces at the neck opening. 7 
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