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4 UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE... 
FREDERICK D. MARTIN, OF KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI. 

GROMET. 

1,384,565. 7 ' 

To all whom ‘it may concern: . 
Be it known that I, FREDERICK D. MAR 

>TIN, a citizen of the Unitedstates, and a 
resident of the city of Kansas City, county 
of Jackson, andvState of Missouri, have 
invented certain ‘new and useful Improve 
ments in Gromets, of which the following 
is a speci?cation. » , 1 _ 

My invention relates to new and useful 
improvements in gromets, and has] for its 
object the 'provision ofa- gromet having a 
restricted portion intermediate its ends, 
which will be simple in construction and 
economic in manufacture, and highly e? 
cient in use. ~ I " 

Other objects will appear hereinafter.v 
The invention consists in the combina 

tions and arrangements of parts hereinafter 
described and claimed. 
The invention will be best understood by 

reference to the accompanying drawings 
formin a part of this speci?cation, and 
in Whig-i, Y ' > v - 

Figure 1, is a plan view of the invention 
applied to a piece of fabric, 

Fig. 2, is a plan View of the rear of the 
invention applied to a piece of fabric. 

Fig. 3, is a sectional view taken ‘on sub- , 
stantially line 3-3 of Fig. 1, 

Fig. 4, is a perspective view of a portion 
of the invention, 

Fig. 55 is another perspective 
portion of the invention, ' 

Fig. 6, is a plan view of the retaining 
plate used in the invention. 
The invention comprises a pair of co 

operating parts which are made substan 
tially oval, one part 8 of which is pro 
vided with an opening formed therein, ‘said 
opening having an enlarged portion 9 ad 
j acent one end of the plate 8 and a smaller 
portion 10 adjacent the opposite end of the 
plate connected by a neck 11, so that the 
device presents a plate 8 with an opening 
restricted intermediate its ends. The gromet 
is designed for attachment to a fabric 12, 
and is especially designed for use upon 
butchers’ and bakers’ aprons, and the like. 
WVith such articles of apparel, it'is custom? 
ary to have attached to .the adjacent edges 
of the garment strings by means of which 
the garment may be tied’ upon the wearer. 
In. removing the garments the wearer often 
leaves the strings in a knotted condition, so 
that when the garment is sent to the laun 
dry it is necessary to unfasten the knots 

View of a v 
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:before laundrying, this work resulting in a 
consuming of considerable time at the laun 
dry, and adding to the expense of laundry 
ing of the garments. Also it has been 60 
found through experience, that in laundry- - 
ing the strings often become‘ detached from 
the garment. When a gromet of this class 
is used, detachable strings may be used, each 
having a’ knot formed in the opposite ends. 
The gromets are attached to theugarment 
at ._the adjacent edges with thero'pening 10 
adjacent each other. ‘ The knotted end of the 
string is then inserted through the enlarged 
opening 13 and drawn through. the neck 11 

su?iciently small to prevent the passage of the 
knotted end of the string therethrough. It is 
evident that the removal of the strings is fa 
cilitated before the laundrying of the gar 
ments, and the liability of injuring the gar 
ments through a catching of the strings upon 
the article is eliminated. The plate 8 is pro 
vided with a neck 13 which projects from one 
side thereof and which conforms in cross sec 
tion to the contour of the opening formed 
111_ the plate. This neck 13 is projected 
through the garment and a retaining plate 
111 having openings 9’, 11’ and 10’ is ro 
vided, the neck 13 being thrust through the 
openings in said plate. After the neck 13 
is projected through the fabric and the 
plate 14, placed thereover, the neck 13 is 
?attened into clinching position as shown 
in Fig. 3, thereby securely attaching the 
gromet to the fabric. It has been found, 
from eXperience,'that a gromet of this na 
ture formed in the manner indicated and 
attached to the goods as described, suffers 
no injury through laundrying of the. gar 
ment, and is very rarely torn from the gar 
ment during the laundrying thereof. 

WVhile I have illustrated and described 
the preferred form of construction for car 
rying my invention into effect, this is ca 
pable of variation and modi?cation without 
departing from the spirit of the invention. 

II, therefore, do not wish to be limited to 
the precise details of construction set forth, 
but desire to avail myself of such varia 
tions and modi?cations as come within the 
scope of the appended claims :— . 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is :— ’ 

1. A groniet comprising a pair of cooper 
ating members each having an opening 
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therein, said opening being restricted inter 
mediate its ends, the opening at one side of 
said restricted portion being larger than at 
the opposite side; and a neckv portion pro-' 
'ectin?' from one of said members and D 7 

adapted for projection through and reten-' 
tion‘ in the opening in the cooperating mem 
ber, substantially as described. v j ' 

2. A gromet comprising a pair of cooper 
ating members, each having an opening 
formed therein, said opening being’ restrict? 
‘ed intermediate its ends, the opening at one 
side of said, restricted portion being larger 
than at the opposite side; andja neck pork 
tion projecting from one of said members 
and adapted for projection through the 
opening in the cooperating member su?i 
ciently to allow the clinching of said neck 

' over said cooperating member, ‘substantially 
as described. I _ p c a,‘ _ 

3. A gromet comprising a pair of coop 
erating members each having an opening 
therein, said opening being restricted inter- . 
mediate its ends, the opening at one side of 
said restricted portion being larger than at 
the ‘opposite side; and a neck portion inte 
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gral With and projecting from one of said 
members and adapted for projection through‘ 
the opening in the cooperating member, said 
neck corresponding in cross section to 'the 30 
contour of said opening, substantially as de- ' 
scribed. _ 

.4. A‘ gromet comprising a pair of cooper 
ating members each having an opening 
‘formed therein,‘ said opening being restrict 
ed intermediate itsends, the opening at one 
side of saidrestricted portion being larger 
than at the'opposite side; and a neckin 
tegral ‘With'and projecting from one of said 
vmembers and adapted for projection in'thc 
opening in the cooperating member, and to 
be clinched over said cooperating ‘member, 
said neck corresponding in cross section to 
the contour of said openings, substantially 
as described. ' _v _ ' v ' ’ 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this speci?cation in the presence; of 
two subscribing Witnesses. ‘ - ' 

‘ FREDERICK D. MARTIN. 
Witnesses: ' ' _ _, 

CARROLL H. LEWIS, 
H. G. BALTIS.~ 

35 


