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To all 20 7mm it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN OGDEN, a cit 

izen of the United States, residing at Phil 
adelphia, in the count-y of Philadelphia and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in Sickles, of 
which the following is a speci?cation. 
My invention relates to a new and useful 

improvement in sickles, and has for its ob 
ject to so construct such a device that the 
blade may be adjusted and secured at various 
angles to the handle for performing differ 
ent kinds of work, and ' 
A still further object of my invention is 

to provide for the folding of the handle upon 
the blade so as to facilitate the storage and 
transportation of the device. 

‘With these ends in View, this invention 
consists in the details of construction and 
combination of elements hereinafter set forth 
and then speci?cally designated by the 
claims. 
In order that those skilled in the art to 

which this invention appertains may under 
stand how to make and use the same, I will 
describe its construction in detail, referring 
by numerals to the accompanying drawing 
forming a part of this application, in 
which: 

Figure 1, is a plan view of my improved 
sickle showing the handle in full lines in 
one of its operative adjustments and in 
dotted lines in its folded position. 

Fig. 2 is an edge view of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3, is an enlarged view of that portion 

of the handle which is attached to the blade, 
and 

Fig. 4, represents the heel portion of the 
blade showing the attaching hole and the 
adjusting holes therein. 
in carrying out my invention as here em 

bodied, 1 represents the blade of the sickle 
which is made in the form of a miniature 
scythe blade having a strengthening rib 2 
along the major portion of its back edge. 
In the heel of this blade is formed the at 
taching hole 3 and the series of adjusting 
holes a arranged concentric with the attach 
ing hole. Y 

5 represents the handle shank having the 
handle 6 secured thereon in any convenient 
manner, and the inner end of this shank ter 
minates in a locking lug 7 back of which is 
formed a hole 8 through the shank for the 
passage of the bolt 9 upon one end of which 
is threaded the thumb nut 10. 
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When the device is assembled the bolt 9 
passes through the attaching hole 3 in the 
blade and the hole 8 in the shank so that 
when the thumb nut 10 is run home these 
parts will be clamped together, the head 11 
of the bolt bearing upon the underside of 
the blade. 
As the lug 7 is adapted to pass through 

any of the holes 4L the blade may be adjusted 
relative to the handle by loosening the thumb 
nut su?iciently to permit the swinging of 
the shank to bring the lug in alinement with 
the desired hole 4: when by tightening the 
thumb nut the parts will be ?rmly held in 
this adjustment. When it is desired to fold 
the handle upon the blade as shown in dotted 
lines in Fig. l the thumb nut is loosened su?i~ 
ciently to permit the lug 7 to be swung over 
the heel of the blade and enter the concave 
recess 12 thus holding the handle in this 
folded position when the thumb nut is reset 
as will be readily understood. 
The shank 5 is formed upon the lines of 

a compound curve as shown to give the 
proper balance to the blade thereon, and 
in practice this has been found to be of con 
siderable importance in producing the 
proper results in action. 

It has been found in practice that it is es 
sential to set the blade of a tool of this 
character at various angles for various kinds 
of work being done the position of the parts 
shown in Fig. 1 being the position best 
adapted for cutting grass and the like, but 
when the heavy weeds, stalks, or hedges are 
to be cut it is preferable to set the blade at 
the limit of its adjustment so that it is sub 
stantially in alinement with the handle there 
of when the tool may be used with eifec 
tiveness after the manner of a machete. 
When it is desired to ship the tool or con 

veniently store the same the handle is folded 
on to the blade as shown in dotted lines in 
Fig. 1 when it occupies but small space and 
the blade is protected against injury. 
Of course I do not wish to be limited to 

the exact details of construction as herein 
described as these may be varied within the 
limits of the appended claims without de 
parting from the spirit of my invention. 
Having thus fully described my inven— 

tion, what I claim as new and useful is 2 
1. A tool comprising a blade having .L 

concave recess at the heel thereof, a shank 
adjustably attached to said blade in the re 
gion of said heel, and a lug carried by the 
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shank and adapted to enter the concave re~ 
cess when the blade is in a closed position. 

2. A tool consisting of a shank, a handle 
’ on'one end thereof, a lug on the outer end7 

in 

10 

said shank having a hole therethrough in 
terinediatev the handle andlug and spaced 
from the latter, a blade having an attaching 
hole and adjusting holes concentric there 
with and located between said attaching 
hole and the outer end or toe of the blade, 
any one of said adjusting holes adapted to 

register with the lug when the blade is open 
and further provided with a concave recess 
'at the heel thereof adapted to receive said 
lug when the blade is folded and a thumb 
screw passing through the attaching hole in 
the blade and the hole in the shank and hav 
ing a nut thereon whereby the blade may be 
held in any 01": its adjusted positions. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto af 

?xed my signature. 
JOHN OGDEN. 
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