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To @ZZ whom ¿t may cof/wem; ,y Y ~ 

Be it known that I, WILLIAM G. SEATON, 
a citizen of the United ̀ States, residing at 
Knoxville, in the county of Knox and State 
of Tennessee, have invented a new and Im 
proved Pencil-Container, of which the fol 
lowing is a speci?cation. ' 
This invention has reference to that class 

of novelties, more'especially designed to be 
attached to coat or vest pockets and adapted 
forV holding, in a substantially self~locl§ed 
manner, pencils, pens and other similar’ 
small articles, in position for readily in 
serting the pencils or pen holders so they 
will be held self~locked and in such manner 
that they will not accidentally drop out and 
be lost and are so positioned that they may 
be readily reached when desired. 

Primarily, my invention has for its pur 
pose to provide an improved container of 
the general type stated, of ak relatively few 
parts, so arranged that a number of pencils 
and like articles can be carried and each in 
dividually held, separate from the others, ' 
to facilitate the withdrawal and insertion of. 
any desired one of such articles and whose 
body is shaped for being carried in the'outer 
or top pocket of a coat or vest that is com 
paratively light in weight, and in which the 
several parts are so formed that the com 
plete container can be easily and economi 
cally manufactured and which, whenl ap 
plied for use, vpresents a neat appearance 
and will not unduly weareor’ injure the gar 
ment on which it may be carried. ` _ . 

Another object of my invention is to pro 
vide a device of the character stated in 
-which is included an outer thin metal cas 
ing which constitutes a closurefor all parts 
of the container excepting the top portion 
having the entrance openings, into which 
the pencils are received, and which includes 
a peculiarly shaped and ’integral clip por 
tion forl gripping the outer top edge of the 
garment pocket to thereby hold the con 
tainer body securely within the pocket. .v 
With other minor _objects in view, that y, 

will hereinafter appear, my` invention con- « 
sists of a deviceof the kind stated, that em 
bodies the peculiar features of construction 
and novel combination of parts, >fully 
brought out in the -following detailed de 
scription, specifically mentioned in the ap- y 
pended'claims and illustrated in the accom 
panying drawingïfin Which: 

PENCIL-CONTAINER. 

Speciñcatìon of Letters Patent. ‘ 

_3 and 4. ` 

Patented May s, 192i. 
Application ñled March 3, 1921. Serialv No.> 449.278. 

Figure l is a perspective viewof my in 
vention, the container being. shown as car- " 
ried in the upper pocket of a coat. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical section of the container, 
an inserted pencil and the self-locking 
spring member being indicated in locked en 
gagement in dotted lines, the spring-‘mem 
ber being also shown at its natural or eX 
panded position across the pencil receiving 
bore or pocket, in full lines. Y _ 

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the container, 
the single `fastening screw, hereinafter re 
ferred to, being indicated in dotted lines. 

Fig. 4 is an inverted plan view, partly in. 
horizontal section, several pencils, of differ 
ent external contour, being shown as secured 
in their respective pockets of the container. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective> view of the upper 
end of the body portion of the'container, 
the exterior casing being omitted. 

Fig. 6 is a detail> perspective view of the 
locking device with its multiple individual 
resi-lient clamping members. ' 

Fig..V 7 isa detail perspective view of the v 
wedge slide for securing >the-locking device 
in its operative position, shown in Figs. 2, 

In the practical development of my con 
tainer the same is composed of substantially 
four parts adapted for being secured in the 
assembled or operative-condition by a single 
screw, and the said parts include a body 
portion l preferably cast, or otherwise 
formed, of aluminum to give the desired 
lightness ofweight, an outer cup shaped 
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casing that incloses all of the body 1„and its ' 
.attached members presently mentioned, Yex 
cepting' the top or-,entrance >end for the 
pencil, a single locky device, stamped or 
otherwise shaped .from thin resilient steel, 
.and a keeper or slide that secures the lock 
device in its operative position upon and 
within the container body, as will be pres-V 
ently fully explained. ~ . , v 

In practice, the container 1 is in the> 1na 
ture of an elongated fiat portion, with its 
corners rounded, as >at 10, whereby to snugly 
>engage the opposite ends ofthe pockets in a 
way that it will not readily tear or wear out 
the said pocket, a smooth engagement of the 
container being further 'provided for by the 
thin metal casing 2 that closes over the body 
1, as' best shown in 
drawings. ' 

Figs. Zand 4 of the 

` 1 The body 1 has a plurality of vertical bores 
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or passages 11, four being shown, that eX 
tend through the full length of the said 
body, and the said bores 11,7eXcepting along 
one edge (the front) which is flattened, as 
shown at v12, and for reasons best explained, 
are round and of suiiicient >diameter that 
(when the containerv is arranged -for hold 
ing lead pencils) the pencils can be easily 
inserted, point end down and without dan 
ger of breaking the points, the mouth of the 
several passages 11 being dared as at 13 
Vto permit the easy and safe insertion of the 
pencil. , 

0n the front side, near the top, the body 
1 is formed with a series of downwardly 
and inwardly inclined, square shaped open~ 
ings 14, there being shown one for each 
bore or passage 11 and these openings are 
disposed transversely of the body portion 
and in horizontal alinement with a trans 
verse dove-tailed groove 15 which merges 
with the several openings 14, as is clearly 
indicated in Figs. 2 and 5, the groove 15 
being provided for the reception of a dove 
tailed keeper 3 that is endwise slidable into 
and forms a closure for the groove 15 and 
the openings 14, it being also provided with 
a transverse seat or recess 30 for snugly 
Vfitting over the upper slot end or linger grip 
of Ithe lockingY device fi, the function of 
whichis clearly a; parent by referring to 
F ig. 2 and whose structure is illustrated in 
detail in Fig. 6. ' 
Theilocking device ¿l- is composed of a 

single body platevof resilient metal that> is 
stamped or otherwise shaped to present» a 
solid top end 40 which constitutes a con-_ 
venient finger grip for holding the said de 
vice e, when inserting it to its operative 
position within the container body 1, it hav 
ing a series of inwardly bowed spring iin 
gers Á11 of such length and so separated that 
the individual lingers can be readily slipped 
through the several openings 14E when the 
slide@ is removed, as sh wnin Fig. 5, it 
being understood that when the device 4l is 
inserted into the body 1 the fingers are 
bowed across the passages 11 in the body 
1 in the manner clearly shown in Fig. 2, it 
being apparent by referring to the said Fig. 
2 that by’extending the spring member> ¿l1 
across the passages 11, as shown, a perfect 
clearance for the insertion of the pencils is 
at all-times provided andin such manner 
that the point ends _of the pencils will e‘i 
gage vthe spring lingers 4l. in a manner that 
Vwill cause the said fingers to flatten out to 
the position'shown in dotted lines on Fig'. 
2‘ and without danger of the pencil point 
getting clogged'or broken. The shape of 
the dove-tailed slide or ¿keeper 3 with its 
seat 30 serves to holding the head or top 
end 40 of the spring lock 4 seated solid be-` 
tween the slide 3 and the adjacent bearingl 
face 16 of the body 1.-í 
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'The cup shaped outer metal casing 2, 
preferably of thin steel, is shaped to snugly 
incase the body 1, the upper end of the said 
body 1 having a flange against which the 
upper edge of the casing closes and makes 
a clean fit. 
At the front upper edge the casing, when 

stamped up or otherwise shaped, is formed 
with a substantially semi-circular extension 
that is bent back to constitute a curvedclip 
70 whose lower edge is flared outwardly as 
Vat 71 to facilitate slipping said clip over the 
pocket edge, the clip, inl practice, being suf 
iiciently resilient to secure the device in the 
pocket against dropping out. 
To provide against thekcontainer being 

easily pulled out of the pocket, however, a 
button 8 may be sewn along the upper front 
edge of the pocket, as shown in Fig. _1, and 
under which the curved clip may be hooked 
or as shown, and to provide for extending 
the clip members above the upper end of 
the body the iiange 17 thereof is cut out as 
lat 17--17 a for such purpose. 

It will be observed that when the parts 
are assembled as in Fig. 2, the casing holds 
the keeper or slide member 3 in'place and 
for holding the several parts that constitute 
the complete container, together, a single 
screw 9, best showny yin dotted lines Fig. 3, 
passes through vthe casing and screwsjnto 
the body 1.V  
The easing 2 has an aperture 72 in _the 

bottom _wnich is provided for the insertion 
» of a head pin, or other like-instrument, to 
remove by pushing up'short pencil stumps 
that might drop to the bottom of the pas 
sage 11 in the bodyl.v y 
From the foregoing taken iny connection 

with the accompanying drawing, the com 
plete structure, the manner ofits use and 
its advantages will be readily apparent to 
those familiar with the practical applicationr 
of devices of this kind. 1 f 

llfhat I claim is :~ ' , j 

1. A container of the character described, 
comurising a body member having a passage 
throughout its length, an _opening in one 
face near the open end thereof, which open 
ing communicates with the body passage, a 
bowed spring finger plate insertible through 
the said opening in the body member and 
extended lengthwise of the body passage and 
nor ally bowed across thesaid passagc,'and 
the said spring finger adapted for being 
‘Ílatwise lengthened in the body passage as 
a pencil. or other object -is‘inserted into the 
top of the said body passage, and means in 
terlockably connecting the upper end of the 
spring fingery plate with the container body. 

2. A container of the character described, 
comprising a body member'having a Vpas 
sage throughout its length, an .opening'in 
one face -near the open end thereof, which 
opening communicates with 'the body pas 
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sage, a bowed spring linger plate insertible 
through the said opening in the body mem 
ber and extended lengthwise of the body pas 
sage and normally bowed across the said 
passage, and the said spring finger adapted 
lor being llatwise lengthened in the body 
passage as a pencil or other object is in 
serted into the top of the said body passage, 
means interlockably connecting the upper 
end of the spring finger plate with the con 
tainer body, the said interlocking means in 
cluding a seat portion on the container body 
against which the upper end ol the spring 
linger rests, the said body having a wedge 
groove which extends across the entrance of 
the opening through which the spring mem 
ber is inserted and a cupy shaped casing that 
fits over the bottom, the ends and the sides 
of the container body. 

3. A container ol‘Í the character described, 
comprising a body member having a passage 
throughout its length, an opening in one 
lace near the open end thereof, which open 
ing communicatesl with the body passage, 
a bowed Y spring linger plate insertible 
through the said opening in the body mem 
ber and extended lengthwise of thebody 
passage and normally bowed across thesaid 
passage, and the said spring linger adapted 
Vfor being fiatwise lengthened in the body 
passage as a pencil or other object is in 
serted into the top ot the said body passage, 
means Vinterlockably connecting the upperk 
end or the spring finger plate with the con 
tainer body, the said interlocking means in 
cluding a seat portion on the container body 
against which the upper end of the spring 
linger rests, the said body7 having a wedge 
groove which extends across the entrance 
oi” the opening through which the spring» 
member is inserted, a cup shaped f casing 
that lits over the bottom, the ends and the 
sides of the container body, the said casing 
having a projected curved member that is 
bent back over the upper end thereof where 
by to form a, clip for attaching to a pocket 
edve. 

ai. A container ol the character described, 
comprising a body member having a passage 
throughout its length, an opening in one 
face near the open end thereof, which open 
ing communicates with the body passage, a 
bowed spring> finger plate insertible through 
thesaid opening in the body member and 
extended lengthwise of the Abody passage 
and normally bowed across the said passage, 
the said spring finger adapted for being liat 
wise lengthened in the body passage as a 
pencil or other object is inserted into the 
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top of the said body passage, means inter 
lockably connecting the> upper end of the 
spring linger plate with the container body, 
the said interlocking means including a seat 
portion on the container body against which 
the upper end of the spring linger rests, the 
said body having _a wedge groove which ex 
tends across the entrance of the opening 
through which the spring member is insert 
ed, a cup shaped casing that fits over the 
bottom, the end and the sides ol the con 
tainer body, the said casinghaving a pro 
jected curved member that is bent back over 
the upper end thereof whereby to Jform a 
clip lor attachingv to a pocket edge, said 
casing having an aperture in the lower` end 
ìhaät opens into the passageway through'they 
o y. » 

5. A device of the character described, in 
volving a body formed with a plurality of' 
adjacent passages that extend lengthwise of 
the body, said body near the upper end hav 

i ing a series of squared openings one- for 
each body passage with which they ycom 
municate, a resilient member having a series 
of spaced bowed spring members and a head 
portion, the bowed spring members being 
spaced apart and adapted for being inserted 
through the openings inthe body and into 
the several passages in the body, and means 
for holding the said head portion with its 
lingers bowed across and extended the lull 
length »of their respective passages in thev 
body. j 

6. As a new article, a container4 of the 
character described, said container compris 
ing a body having a plurality of separated 
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passages that extend lengthwise there- ` 
through _and spaced openings at one .side 
near the upper end thereof that communi 
cate with the passages in the body, a lockl 
device consisting oit a resilient plate having 
a solid head portion and a series of spaced 
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bowed spring lingers, one for each passage y 
in the body, said fingers being adapted for 
insertion through the openings in the side 
of the body and lor extending lengthwise 
down into the said body and bowed acrossv 
the body passages, the said body having a 
transverse wedge shaped groove along that 
portion having a series of side openings, a 
wedge member endwise slidable into the> 
wedge groove, and having a seat on its in- ' 
ner lace lor receiving the head portion of 
the spring finger equipped locking device 
and a cup shaped casing that takes over the 
bottom, the sides and the ends of the body 
and forms a closure for the wedge member.y 
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