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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY .G. VoiGH'r, a 

citizen of the United States, residing 1n New 
Britain, county of Hartford, State‘ of Con 
necticut, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Locks, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrlp 
tion. 
This invention relates to looks, and more 

particularly to a cover or guard for a key 
hole of a'lock. . _ _ 
The principal object of my invention is to 

provide a cover or guard for the key hole 
of locks, which will completely prevent dust 
and other foreign matter from entering the 
key hole while the key is removed from the 
same. _ 

A more speci?c object of my invention 1s 
to provide a ?exible pad for covering the 
key hole and the adjacent parts of locks 
when the key is removed from the same, and 
to provide convenient means for removably 
retaining the pad in position over the key 
hole. 
My invention is particularly adapted to 

be applied to padlocks which are to be used 
upon the exterior of automobiles and upon 
other conveyances where the lock will be 
submitted to a large amount of dust, in 
order to prevent dust from accumulating in 
the key hole of the lock and thus interfering 
with the proper operation of the key, al 
though it will be apparent that the applica 
tion of my key hole cover or guard is not 
limited to this particular type of lock. 
To these and other ends, the invention 

consists in the novel features and combina 
tions of parts to be hereinafter described and 
claimed. ~ 

In the accompanying drawing, 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a padlock 

provided with my improved cover or guard, 
the same being shown in its operative posi 
tion‘ 

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, but 
showing the cover or guard in its inoperative 
position and showing a key in the key hole 
of the lock; 

Fig. 3 is a rear end view of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view on 

line 4—4 of Fig. 3; and 
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary side elevation of a 

modification of my invention. 
In the drawing, I have illustrated my 

invention as applied to a well known type 

which passes through the lugs 19 an 

of shackle look. This lock consists of a body 
portion 10, a shackle 11, and a key barrel 
12 having a key 13 positioned in the key 
barrel, all of which features may be of any 
desired or Well known construction, as they 
do not form a part of my invention. 
In order to apply my improved cover or 

guard to the type of look just described, I 
preferably form a lug such as 14 on each side 
of the lock casing 10, adjacent the rear end 
of the same. These lugs may be formed 
upon the lockcasing in any desired manner, 
and preferably- eXtend outwardly tov lie sub 
tantially ?ush with the side faces of the‘lock 
10, as shown in Fig. 3. I also provide the lock " 
casing 10 with a pin such as 15, rigidly se~ 
cured in the same in the position shown in 
the drawings. The cover plate herein dis 
closed is designated in its entirety by the 
numeral 16. This cover plate is preferably 
stamped out of sheet metal and consists of 
a body portion having spaced, upwardly 
bent sides 17 and a narrow, forwardly pro 
jecting end 18. The sides 17 are spaced 
apart a sufficient distance to receive the rear 
end of the body portion of the lock 10 l1l1€1‘(‘.— 
between, and the narrow end 18 is bent up 
wardly at substantially right angles to the 
body portion of the cover plate, and the tip 
of this upwardly bent portion is ?ared out 
wardly, as shown in the’ drawing. The up 

' wardly bent sides 17 are provided with rear 
wardly projecting lugs 19, which preferably 
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have substantially the same con?guration as ‘ 
the lugs 14 above mentioned. The cover 
plate 16 is pivotally mounted upon the body 
portion 10 of the look by a pivot pig 20, 

14. 
The narrow, upwardlybent portion 18 of 
the cover plate is provided with a drill hole 
21, which is adapted to receive the project 
'ing‘end of the pin 15 above mentioned. The 
cover plate 16 is preferably provided with 
a pocket such as 22, which may be easily 
formed by forcing a part of the sheet metal 
of which the cover plate is formed out 
wardly a short distance, as shown in Figs. 1 
‘to 4 inclusive of the drawing. In this pocket 
22 is seated a relatively soft ?exible pad such 
as 23, formed of rubber felt or any other’ 
desirable material‘ which will cover the key 
hole‘of the lock and the parts, adjacent to 
the same tov exclude dust and other foreign 
matter from the same. This pad 23 may be 
secured in the pocket 22 by cementing the 
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same in place, or in any other desired 
manner. 
From the above description, it will be ap 

parent that when it is desired to use my 
cover or guard to exclude dust and otherv 
foreign matter from the key hole after the 
key has been removed from the lock, all that ' 
is necessary is to swing the cover plate from 
the position shown in Fig. 2 of the drawing 
to the position shown in Fig. 1, and as the 
cover plate approaches the position shown in 
Fig. l_..to exert a slight pressure on the base 
of the same, in order that the drill hole 21 
formed in the upwardly bent end member 18 
wal snap over the projecting end of the pin 
15, as shown in. F 1. as ‘the relatively nare ’ 
row. upwardly bent portion 18 will be su:"— 
licicntly resilient ‘to permit the same to be 
easily forced into locking engagement with 
the pin 15. ‘When the cover plate is moved 
to this position, as shown in Fig. 1, the flex 
ible pad ‘will. be held over the rear end of the 
key plug, and over the key hole formed in 
the same, so that all dirt and dust will be 
excluded from the same, the parts being so 
adjusted that the pad will be forced into en 
gagement with the rear face of the lock 10 
with su?icient force to prevent any dust 
from entering between the lock and the pad. 
\Vhen it is desired to insert the key 13 in its 
key hole, all that is necessary is to exert a 
sufficient amount of pressure upon the out 
wardly ?ared end of the portion 18 to dis 
engage the drill hole 21 from the pin 15, so 
that the cover plate will swing downwardly 
to the position shown in Fig. 2, whereupon 
the rear end of the lock is exposed to receive 
the key, free from dirt and dust, no matter 
how dirty and dusty the lock and its cover 
plate may be. 
In Fig. 5 of the drawing, I have shown a 

slight modi?cation of the cover plate shown 
in Figs. 1 to 1i inclusive. This ?gure shows 
the cover plate 16’ not provided with a 
pocket to receive the pad, as in Figs. 1' to 4 
inclusive, but the pad 23’ is secured to the 
inner face of the cover plate 16’ byv cement, 
or in any ‘other desired. manner. The op 
eration of the cover plate 16’ is exactly the 
same‘ as the cover plate disclosed in the other 
?gures, the only difference being that the 
pocket is omitted from the device disclosed - 
in- this ?gure. ' 7 
As above stated, my improved cover or 

guard is particularly desirable and useful 
when mounted upon locks which are ex 
posed to a large amount of dust and dirt, 
since, under such conditions,‘a cover plate 
alone would not entirely exclude dust and 
dirt from the key hole; but by providing the 
soft, ?exible pad which is retained ?rmly in 
place over the key hole, it is practically im 
possible forv foreign matter to enter the key 
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hole when the same is covered by my im 
proved device, no- matter what the condi 
tion of the atmosphere which surrounds my 
lock. ~ - - 

Although I have illustrated my improved 
device as applied to a padlock, it will be 
obvious that my invention is not limited to 
this particular type of lock, and that the 
same may be applied to practically any de~ 
sired type of lock, without departing from 
the scope of my invention as defined in the 
claims. - 

lVhat I claim is: 
1. In combination with a lock having a 

keyhole, a pad of relatively soft ?exible ma 
terial for covering said keyhole, and a cover 
plate mounted upon said lock and con 
structed to compress said pad in engagement 
with said keyhole to exclude dirt and dust 
therefrom,said pad being secured to said 
cover plate. ' 

2. In combination with a lock, a key bar 
rel having an exposed end, a flexible pad 
having substantially the con? guration of the 
exposed end of said key barrel, and means 
mounted upon said lock for r'emovably sup 
porting said pad over the end said key 
barrel to exclude dirt and dust therefrom. 

8. A cover plate for the keyhole of a lock 
having a pocket formed therein, and a ?ex~ 
ible pad mounted in said pocket for cover 
ing said keyhole. 

4.,In combination with a padlock having 
a keyhole formed in its rear face, a cover 
plate swingingly mounted upon said pad 
lock and having a ?exible pad for cover 
ing said keyhole, means mounted upon a lat 
eral face of said padlock and positioned to be 
engaged by said cover plate, said plate be 
ing provided with a resilient outer end bent 
at substantia ly right angles to the main 
part of said plate and positioned to be 
sprung into locking engagement with said 
means whereby said plate is retained in po 
sition to cover said keyhole. ‘ , 

5. In combination with a lock having a 
keyhole, a cover plate for said ‘keyhole 
swingingly mounted upon said lock, said 
plate having a pocket formed therein and 
a pad seated in said pocket and positioned 
to cover said keyhole; , 

6. In combination with a padlock having 
a keyhole, a cover plate having a pocket 
formed therein swingly mounted upon 
said padlock, and a pad of relatively soft 
material secured to said cover plate within. 
said pocket, said cover plate being con 
structed to retain said pad in snug engage 
ment with said keyhole to exclude dust and 
dirt therefrom. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set 

my hand on the 24th day of April, 1918. 
HENRY G. VOIGHT. 
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