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UNITED ST PATENT OFFICE. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, ‘HUGO HAHN and 

BERNARD LovIE, citizens of the United States 
and Roumania, respectively, and residents I 
of the ‘city of New York, in the county of 
New York and State of New York, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Safety-Envelops, of which the fol 
lowing is a speci?cation. . 
The present invention relates to envelops 

and more particularly to safety envelops. . _ 
The main object of the invention is to 

construct an envelop that is just as readily 
and easily sealed, as an ordinary envelop, 
but cannot be opened without mutilating the 
same, thereby affording effective protection 
of the envelop against being surreptitiously. 
opened and rescaled, without being so 
marred or mutilated as to make detection 
certain. _ 

Another object of the invention is to pro 
duce an envelop of the type mentioned which 
is capable of manufacture on a commercial 

'\ scale, or in other words one which is not so 
difficult to make as to be beyond the reason 
able cost of such a device. 
With these and other objects in view, 

which will more fully appear as the nature 
of the invention is better understood, the 
same consists in the combination, arrange-~ 
ment and construction ‘of parts- hereinafter 
described, pointed out in the appended 
claims and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, it being undestood that many 
changes may be made in the size and propor 
tion of the several parts and details of con 
struction within the scope of the appended 
claims, without departing from the'spirit 
or sacri?cing any of the advantages of the 
invention. 
A few of the many possible embodiments 

of the invention are illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings, in which :-— - 
Figure 1 is a rear elevation of an envelop 

constructed in accordance with the present 
invention; and Figs. 2 to 8, inclusive, are 
similar views of modi?ed constructions. 

Referring now ?rst to -Fig. 1 of the draw 
ings, an envelop of any suitable material 
and size is shown, the envelop being pro 
vided with a sealing ?ap 15. The sealing 
?ap 15 overlaps the end andbottom ?aps,‘ 
as usual in constructions of this type, the 
inner face of its entire free edge portion be 
ing gummed, thereby adhering to the end 
and bottom ?aps, when the envelop is sealed 

in the ordinary manner. Thus far described, 
the envelop does not differ from those here 
tofore in use._ . ' 

The‘ safety device, whereby it is practi 
cally impossible to detach thesealing ?ap 
without mutilating the same, is formed upon 
the said sealing flap.~ For this purpose the 
said sealing ?ap is provided substantially 
along its entire length, in parallel relation to 
its free edge, with two spaced scored lines 
16, _which scored lines are interrupted‘ at 
various points, as shown, and at each point 
of interruption the two lines are connected 
by scored lines 20, thereby forming boxes 
21. In the boxes are printed words 22, to 
give instructions for the return of the en 
velop in case of non-delivery. ‘ 
By the provision of the weakened portion 

of the ?ap, it is practically impossible, when 
once sealed, to disengage the gummed por 
tion of the sealing ?ap from the other ?a s 
thereof, without mutilating the same. T e 
weakened portion of the sealing ?ap sepa 
rates easily from the body portion of the lat 
ter, thus indicating that the envelop has been 
tampered‘ with. . 
In the modi?cation shown in Fig. 2 of the 

drawings, the weakened portion of the seal 
ing ?ap is even more sub-divided into boxes, 
than in the construction shown in Fig. 1 of 
the drawing. Some of these boxes are so 
small as to afford room for a single printed 
letter, denoted by the numeral 23. 

In the modi?cations shown in Figs. ,3 to 5, 
inclusive, a legend 26 is provided upon the 
sealing, ?aps in parallel relation to the free 
edges thereof, the letters 27 , grouped to form 
the words, being each formed by two spaced ' 
scored lines 28, so that each letter constitutes 
a weakened portion of the ?ap. Between the 
words of the legend, scored boxes 29 may be 
provided, as ‘shown in Figs. 4 and 5 of the 
drawings, or blank spaces may be left, as 
appears from Fig. 3, for the reception of 
printed matter. 
When these envelops are opened clandes 

tinely, the fact is easily detected, as the nu 
merous scored letters are so weak that some 
of the same will necessarily be ruptured in 
opening, giving proof of the fact that the 
'envelo has been tampered with. 

In t e'construction shown in Fig. 6 of 
the drawings, weakened portions 730 are 
formed by scored lines 31in parallel relation 
to the free edge of the sealin'v ?a , said 
weakened portions being space an serve 
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the printed matter 32 adjacent sai * weak 
ened portions, gives directions for th return ' 
of the envelop. The operation of this ‘device 
is- obvious from the foregoin . 1' 
The modi?cation illustrated in Fig. 7 of 

the drawings differs from the one disclosed 
in Fig. 4, in that the boxes 29 thereof are 
formed by printed lines, while in Fig. 4 
the boxes 29 are provided‘ by scored lines. 
The operation of this constructi 11 needs no 
further explanation. , ' - (l .' 

The‘ modi?cation shown in Fig. 8 diifers 
from the one illustrated in Fig. 4:, in that 
the letters 27 ’ of the legend thereon are 
constituted by perforations 33. These perfo 
rations present numerous points, which can 

. not be separated from the‘ already sealed en 
velop' without detection. 
The several constructions herein described 

‘are all alike in one respect, towit: The seal 
ing ?aps are provided in parallel relation to 
and slightly spaced from the free edges there 
of with weakened portions, in alinement with 
the ed section of the same. _ 
The dies, forming the scored lines and 

scored or perforated letters, may carry ink 
so as to color the said lines and letters. 
What we claim is :—‘ 
1. An envelop including a ?ap bearing 

characters adjacent its free edge, and ex-. 
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tending substantially the entire length of the‘ ~ 
free edge, each of said characters being ’ 
formed by spaced weakened lines. 

2. An envelop~ including a ?ap bearing 
.characters adjacent its free edge grouped to 
form words, eachgof said characters being 

35 

formed by a series of spaced perforated lines, ' 
the free edge of the ?ap being coated with 
an adhesive whereby the characters are 
adapted'to'remain on the envelop if the ?ap 
is lifted after sealing. \ 

3. An envelop including a ?ap bearing 
characters adjacent its free edge grouped to 
form‘ words, each of said characters being 
formed by a series of spaced perforated lines, 

40 

45 

certain of’ the words being separated by I 
"blank spaces, said spaces’ being bounded by 
weakened lines. 

4. An envelop including a ?ap, a plurality 
of weakened portions arranged adjacent the 
free edge of the ?ap, said weakened portions 
being wholly bounded by scored lines and‘ 
adapted to receive a legend, said weakened 
portions taken together extending substan 

‘ tially the entire length of ‘the ?ap. 
Signed at New York, in the county of New 

York and State of New York this 13th day 
' of March A. D. 1920. ‘ ‘ . 

HUGO HAHN. 
BERNARD LOVIE. 
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