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To all whom it may concern . 
Be it known that I, VVILLIAM F. JACOBS, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Toledo, in the county of Lucas and‘ State of 
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Portable Steps, of which 
the following is a speci?cation. 

This invention relates to portable steps, 
and it comprises the combination of a pair 
of inclined supports, of substantially tri~ 
angular brackets adapted to be secured to 
said supports, said brackets being provided 
with means for-‘securing them to said sup 
ports and having a portion embracing said 
supports, and a step removably secured to 
said brackets; all as more fullyrihereinafter 
set forth and as claimed. 
One of the objects of the present inven 

tion is to produce a portable step of simple 
construction which may be readily assem 
bled and disassembled. 
A further object is the provision of a 

construction of this character which may be 
assembled by unskilled workmen. 
In the drawings, I have shown one em 

bodiment of this invention. In this show 
111a 
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing. 

several of the portable steps assembled. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of one of the 

brackets employed. 
Fig. 3 is a substantially vertical sectional 

view through the lower end of the bracket, 
and 

Fig. 4 is a similar View through the other 
end of the bracket. 

Referring to the drawings, the letter A 
designates the sleeper or support upon which 
the portable steps are arranged. As shown, 
a pair of such supports are provided and 
they are arranged at the proper angle for 
the pitch of the step. The step is supported 
on the sleepers by means of a bracket shown 
in detail in Fig. 2 of the drawings. 

Referring to this ?gure, the bracket con— 
sists of a substantially triangular member 
having an inclined side or arm 1, which is 
adapted to lie on the sleeper. At the lower 
end, this arm is slightly widened as at 2 and 
is provided with depending ?anges 3 and 4, 
adapted to embrace the sides of the sleepers 
(see Fig. 3). The bracket is secured to the 
sleeper by suitable fastening means, such as 
a screw 5, arranged in the widened portion 2 
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of thearm. At the upper end of the arm. 1, 
there is provided a depending ?ange 6, the 
lower end of which is extended horizontally 
as at 7, and the extreme end 8 arranged 
substantially parallel to the mainv portion 6 
of the flange. This ?ange is adapted to en 
gage a sleeper on three sides (see Fig. 4C), 
and thus substantially embrace it. A screw 
9, or other suitable fastening means, is ar 
ranged in the horizontal portion 7 of the 
flange extending upwardly into the sleeper. 
A substantially vertical arm 10 is carried 

by the arm 1- and? the tread support 11, 
forming the thirdlside 'of the triangle,‘ is 
arranged upon the arms 1 and 10: As 
shown, this member is preferably of greater 
width for the purpose of furnishing a sub 
stantial support for the tread proper. The 
tread 12 is mounted on the tread support 
and is secured thereto by any suitable fas 
tening means such as screws 13. When the 
portable step is to be used, the supporting 
brackets are arranged on the sleepers and 
disposed opposite each other. After the 
brackets have been secured to the sleeper, 
the tread portions 12 are arranged on the 
tread supports 11 and secured thereto by 
fastening means 13. The steps may be 
quickly and easily assembled by unskilled 
workmen, and the manner of fastening the 
supporting brackets to the sleepers gives a 
very substantial construction. After the 
steps are assembled, they ‘may be placed in 
position at the proper pitch. Steps of dif 
ferent pitches may be constructed by em— 
ploying supporting brackets of different 
sizes. To change the pitch of the step, sup 
porting brackets having the arms 1 and 10 
of different relative lengths are employed. 
While I have shown and described a par 

ticular embodiment of my invention, the 
invention is not limited to the details of 
construction herein set forth and various 
modi?cations may be made in the details of 
construction and arrangement of parts with 
out departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion, as set forth in the subjoined claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a portable step construction, the 

combination with a pair of inclined sup 
ports, of a bracket secured to each of said 
supports, each of said brackets comprising 
a triangular body portion having an upper 
substantially horizontal edge and a lower 
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?at inclined edge adapted to rest upon the 
upper edges of the inclined supports, means 

. for securing the lower ends of said brackets 
' to the supports, and a‘depending ?ange se 
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cured‘ at the upper end of each of said 
brackets extending entirely across and con 
tacting one face of one of said inclined sup 
ports and having a transverse portion adapt 
ed to extend across and contact the lower 
edge ofjone of said inclined supports; 

2. In a portable step construction, the 
combination with a pair of inclined- sup 
ports having ?at inner faces, of a bracket 
secured to each of said supports, each of said 
brackets comprising a triangular body por— 
tion having an upper substantially horizon 
tal edge and a lower ?at inclined edge 
adapted to rest upon the upper edge of one 
of the inclined supports, means for securing 
the lower ends of said brackets to the sup 
ports, and a substantially J~shaped depend 
ing ?ange secured to the upper end of each 
of said brackets, each of said ?anges being 
adapted to contact entirely across the inner 
face and the lower edge and a portion of the 
width of the outer face of one of said in 
clined supports; 7 ' 
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3. In a portable step construction, the 
combination with a pair of inclined sup 
ports, having ?at inner faces, of a bracket 
secured to each of said supports,’ each of 
‘said brackets comprising a triangular body 
portionlhaving an upper substantially hori~ 
zontal edge and a lower ?at inclined edge 
adapted to rest upon the upper edge of one 
of the inclined supports, means for secur 
ing the lower ends ‘of said brackets to the 
supports, and a substantially J-shaped de 
pending ?ange secured to the upper end of 
each of said brackets, each of said ?anges 
being adapted to contact entirely across'the 
inner face and the lower edge and a portion 
of the width of the outer face of one of said 
inclined supports, the longitudinal edge of 
said depending ?ange being arranged at 
substantially right angles‘ with the. inclined 
edge of said brackets. ' 
In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
WILLIAM FREDRICK JACOBS. 

Witnesses: l 

CHAs. C. Jncoss, 
L. B. GRAY. 
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