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through the same, 1 

Be it known that I, ARTHUR IV. SHAR 
RARD, a citizen ofthe United States, residing 
at Chelan Falls, in the county of Chelan and 
State of Washington, have invented certain 
new and ' useful Improvements in Fruit 
Picking Bags, of which the following is a 
speci?cation. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

fruit picking bags. 
An important object of the invention is to 

provide a bag of the above mentioned char 
acter, having means to evenly distribute the 
weight or pull upon the shoulders near the 
neck and'the lower portion of the back, at 
the same time maintaining the bag proper in 
a substantially upright position so that its 
lower end is suitably spaced from the knees 
of the picker, whereby he may conveniently 
walk, or climb up and down a ladder, with 
out liability‘ of injuring or bruising the fruit 
by striking the same with the knees. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a supporting frame, having a large 
area to contact with the abdomen, and so 
constructed that it is simple, strong, and in 
expensive to‘ manufacture. ' 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide eyes upon the-main frame, serving 
for connection with the supporting and re 
taining straps, and also to engage with rein 
forcing strips serving to cover the eyes and 
as attaching means for the bag. 
Other objects and advantages of the in— 

vention will be apparent during the course 
of the following description. 
In the accompanying drawings forming a 

part of this speci?cation and in which like 
numerals are employed to designate lik 
parts throughout the same, . 
Figure 1 is a perspective‘ view of a fruit 

picking bag embodying my invention, 
Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal section 

Fig. 3 ‘is an enlarged‘perspective view of 
thebag, seen from the rear side, the lower 
portion being broken away, . 
'Fig. 4; is a perspective view of the frame, 
Fig.5 is a side elevation of one of the 

covering and securing straps, parts being 
broken away.» ' 

In the drawings, wherein for the purpose 
of illustration is shown a preferred embodi 
ment of my invention, the numeral 10, desig 
nates a supporting frame, as a whole, which 
is preferably formed of a section of stiff 
wire, bent for providing an upper horizon 
tal portion 11, which is longitudinally 
curved, and bent at one end to form a ver 
tical eye 12. The wire. extends from the 
eye 12 in a vertical transverse end 13, bent 
into a vertical eye 14. From the eye 14 the 
wire is extended in the lower horizontal por 
tion 15, which is longitudinally curved, and 
disposed parallel with the upper portion 11. 
At its end, portion 15 is bent into a vertical 
eye 16, and the wire is continued in a verti 
cal end 17 , provided at its upper end with a 
vertical eye 18. From the eye 18 the wire is 
extended in a horizontal suspension portion 
19, which is longitudinally curved, and has 
vertical eyes 20 and ‘a horizontal eye 21 
formed therein, as shown. The free end of 
the horizontal portion 11 is bent into a hook 
22, which engages within the eye 18, and re 
ceives therein the portions of‘ the wire, 
which cross, as shown. The free end of the 
suspension portion- 19 is bent into a hook 
23, which engages in the eye 12, in a similar 
manner. 

The numeral 24 designates diagonal ele 
ments or braces, preferably formed of stiff 
wire, having their lower ends bent into eyes 
or hooks 25 engaging‘ within the eyes 14: and 
16, and receiving therein the portions of 
wire which cross, as shown. The upper ends 
of the braces 24.- are bent into hooks 26, en 
gaging within the eyes 2'(),, and receiving 
therein the portions of the eyes which cross, 
,as shown. 

The numeral 27 designates a bag portion, 
"formed of suitable flexible material. such as 
~stout cloth. This bag portion is tubular 
and has its upper and lower ends open. The 
upper end of the bag portion is extended 
-within the horizontal frame, embodying ele 
ments 11 and 19, and is folded outwardly 
and downwardly over this frame in the form 
of a hem 28, stitched at 29. Suitable open 
ings are cut in the hem for the passage of the 
vertical and horizontal eyes, as is obvious. 
The numeral 80 designates reinforcing and 
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covering strips, extending forwardly about 
the vertical eyes 20, and having their inner 
ends converging and stitched to the hem 28, 
at 31." Similar strips 32"are provided for 
the eyes 12 and 18, which arealso secured to 
the inner side of the bag portion. 

_ The numeral designates shoulder straps, 
which are preferably longitudinally adjust 
able, and these shoulder straps are provided 
at their forward ends with loops 34k, prefer 

vertical eyes 20. These loops, together with 
the strips 30, substantially cover the vertical 
eyes 20, thereby preventing the fruit from 
being bruised by contact therewith. At their 
opposite ends, "the shoulder straps 33, have 
detachable hooks 35, to engage 'with the 

' lower‘ eyes 16. ' ' 

20 
I‘provide a waist-‘strap 36, which is pref 

erably longitudinally adjustable, and one 
end of this strap is permanently secured to 
the upper eye '12, while its opposite end car 

I " ries a detachable hook 37, to engage within 

25 
the eye 18. Particular attention is called to 
the fact that the portions 11 and 15 and ends 
13 constitute a rectangular‘upright frame, 
adapted to contact with'the abdomen, and 

7‘ that the shoulder straps~33 connect with the 
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bottom of this abdomen contacting frame, 
while the waist~strap 36 connects with its 
top. This is‘an important feature of the 
invention, as it equally distributes the weight 
or pull ‘upon the shoulders and theylowcr 
portion of the bag, and also maintains the 
bag portion substantially perpendicular. 
The lower end of the bag portion is 

formed open, and is, closed to :prevent the 
‘spilling of the contents, by folding the same 
transversely and also diagonally, as'shown. 
A strapv 37 is attached to the lower end of 
the bag portion, and carries asnap-hook 38, 
preferably faced inwardly for convenience 
of operation. This snap-hook is adapted to ' 
detachably engage in' a loop 39, secured to a 
strap 40, the upper end of which is passed 
through the inclined-eye 21, as1 shown‘in 
Fig.‘ 4c, and the portions of the strap are 
secured together by ‘a rivet or brad 42, as 
shown. vl/Vhen the hook38 engages in the 
‘loop, '89, the‘ bag portion has the maximum 
‘holding capacity, and whenthishook en 

' gages within the inclined eye 2l,'the hold 
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strap 36 extends about the waist. 

ing capacity is reduced to the minimum; 
" v:In'the use of the bag,"the straps 33 are 
placed about'the shoulder of the picker, with 
the arms extending between them,‘,while~the 

It is ob 
viousithat the supporting frame is not only 
'pivoted uponvthe lower eyes 14 and 16, but 
also isheld horizontally by the waist-strap 
36. ' This means enablesthe weight of the 
bag and itscontents, to be placed upon the 
shoulder straps and ,waist-straps,'iwhich thus 

- have a compensating'action'and evenly dis- ,' 
65 ' tribute the pull upon‘ the shoulders 5and 

vmember. ' ' 
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lower portion of the bag. This is very im 
portant, as in the ordinary bag, the entire 
load is suspended from the shoulders, par 
ticularly at the back of the neck'fwhich be 
comesfatiguing after hours of work.’ ' 
lVhen the bag portion is filled with fruit, 

its contents may be emptiedby opening its 
lower end. ‘i i 

.It is to be understood that the form of 
_ 'my invention herewith shown and de 

» ably formed of leather, passlng through the; scribed is to be taken as a preferred exam 
ple of the same, and that various changes 
in the shape, size, and arrangement of parts 
may be resorted to without departing from 
the spirit of my invention‘, or thescope of 
the 'subjoine'd claims. ' 'p ‘ 
Having thus described -,my invention, I 

‘ claim : r 
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- .1. ,A fruit picking bag ofwthe character ' 
described, comprising a supporting frame 
‘embodying an abdomen engaging portion 
havingupper and lower members, and a sus 
pension‘ element carried by the‘upp'er mem 
ber7 a bag portion secured to the upper mem_ 
ber and the suspension 5 element,‘ shoulder 
straps connected‘ with the vsuspension , ele 
ment at points spaced from the'up'per mem 
ber“ and having their "opposite ends con 
nected with the, lower member, and a'waist 
strap connected with "the ends, of the upper 

'2. A fruit picking bag of the-character 
described,comprising an abdomen engaging v 
frame, of a substantlal helght, a suspension 
element connected with the top of theframe, 
a. bagportion secured to the top of the frame 
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and the suspension element, shoulder'straps 
secured to the suspension‘ element at points 
spaced from the top1of_the frame and hav 
ing their upper ends connected‘ with the 
frame at its bottom, and'a waist-strap con 
nected with the ends'of the frame at'its top. 
7 33‘. A fruit picking ‘bag of the character 

10E 

described, comprising a‘supporting frame-l 
formed of a sectionof wire'bent into'alon 
gitudinally curved abdomen engaging frame 
including upper and lower members, and a 
suspension element carried by '_'the' upper 

11( 

member," diagonal braces connecting‘ the‘ 5' 
lower member and the‘suspension element, a 
bag portion carried by the upper member 
‘and the suspension element, shoulder’ straps 
‘having forward ends secured to the suspen 
sion ‘element at'points'spaced from the up- ‘ 
per member and rear ends connected with'the 
lower member, and a’wa'ist-st‘rap secured-to 
the lower member. ' ' _ T _ v ‘ 4:. A fruit picking bag‘ofth'e‘ character 

embodying‘ a longitudinally curved abdomen 
engaging frame providedat its corners with 
eyes,’ aforwardly projecting suspension ele 
ment secured to‘ the upper corners {of the 
longitudinally curved,‘ frame and having” 
eyes formed therein, diagonabbra'c'es engag 

described, comprising a‘ supporting frame 
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ing within the lower eyes and in the eyes In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature 10 
of the suspension element, shoulder straps in presence of two witnesses. 
connected with the eyes of the suspension 
element and the eyes at the lower corners ARTHUR W. SHARRARD. 
of the longitudinally curved frame, at waist 
strap connected with the eyes at the upper vWitnesses: 
corner of the longitudinally curved frame, 
and a bag portion secured to the suspension W. J. CAGLE, 
element. CHAS. R. SARGENT. 


