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UNITED STATES 
/ 

PATENT .oFncE. _ 
301m KoPEoxY, ‘or MASOALCITY, IOWA. . I y 

l 

BANK-CHECK. 

speci?cation of_I.etters Patent. ‘Patented June 22, 1920. 
Application ?led May 21, 1919. Serial No. 298,578. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN KOPEOKY, a 

citizen of the United. States, residing at 
Mason City, in the county of Cerro Gordo 
and State of 'Iowa, have invented certain ' 
new and useful Improvements in Bank 
Checks, of which the following is a speci 
?cation. _ 

This invention relates to printed matter, 
particularly to bank checks, and has for its 
object the provision of a check which is so 
formed that when properly ?lled out by the 

' maker it will be practically incapable of 

15 
falsi?cation or alteration. 
An important and more speci?c object 

is the provision of a check which has in 
’ scribed upon its ,face a plurality of inter 
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sec'ting lines de?ning rows of'squares, the 
different successive ‘rows having inscribed " 
inthe squares thereof series of numerals or 
numbers designating thousands, hundreds, 
tens, and units of dollars, the numeral in 
any desired square in any row or-as, many 
rows as desired being adapted to have in-‘ 
scribed thereabout, by means ofa pen or the 

. like, a circle from which extends a line trav 

so 
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ersing the progressively higher numerals 
or numbers in the row, the aggregate of the 
indications in the various rows represent 
ing the amount of the check. 

Anotheli object is the provision of a check 
of this character which is provided with an 
additional protection consisting of a plu 
rality of circles or other geometrical ?g? 
ures, which are left blank and which are 
arranged in horizontal rows and which are 
adapted to have inscribed therein by a pen, 
?gures also designating the amount otthe 
check and corresponding to the indications 
in the previously described rows, these 
circles having adjacent thereto legends for 

I the guidance of the maker of the check and 
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designating the limits of the amounts pos 
sible to be written in each row, - ‘ 

Another‘object is the provision of. a check 
of this character which is designed to be a 
great. protection to the maker of the check, 
especlally in view of the fact that the vari 
ous squares are- referably__formed incol 
ors other than-t ose ‘of theordinary inks 
and it- being another feature that these col 

‘ ors may have such chemical composition 
that in the event of an attempt to alter the 

} check by the use of an ink eradicator, the 

squares will be so blurred and smeared as to 
reveal the fact at once that an attempt to 
falsify has been made. 

' An additional object is the ,provisionof‘ 
a check of this character which may" be 
formed by the ordinary process of printing, 
and which will consequently be simple and 
mex enslve in manufacture. , 
_\ ith the above and other objects and ad 

vantages in view, the invention consists in 
the details of construction to be hereinafter 
more fully described and claimed, and illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which- . i , 

The ?gures, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, designate 
varlous forms of checks formed in accord 
ance with my invention, the various ?gures 
departing from one another merely in minor 
details of arrangementz . 
; Referring more particularly to the draw‘ 

»ings, and especially to Fig. 1, it will be seen 
that I have provided a check 10 having the 
usual features such as the date line 11, num 
ber line 12, ayee line 13, and si nature line 
If}. . Instead: however, of provi ing the or 
dlnary line upon‘ which the amount is writ 
ten, I provide a anel 15 which is formed of 
a- plurality of intersecting horizontal and 
vertical lines 16 and 17, respectively, which 
form a plurality of horizontal rows, 18, 
19; 20, and 21, of squares. The squares in 
each row are inscribed with numerals rang-' 
ing from “0” to “9”.and the check has im 
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prlnted thereon adjacent the topmost row " 
18, the legend “Thousand,” adjacent the row 
next beneath, 19, the legend “Hundred,” and 
adj acent the two lowermost rows, 20 and 21, 
the legend “And (blank) dollars.” This 
arrangement forms one rotective device 
as will be h reinafter exp ained; , 

Also’ inscribed upon the check at' the end, 
opposite that provided with the panel ‘15, 
is a plurality of rows, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 
26, o 

?gure may be usedfif preferred. This ar 
. rangement of circles is divided, referably, 
by a line 27, into two sets of co umns, the 
circles at the left of the line being adapted 
to have inscribed therein numbers designat 
ing inte ral dollars ran in from units to 
thousan s, or higher, an t e circles at the 
right of the ‘line being adapted to have in-. 
scribed therein numerals designating cents. 

circles, though it will be understood ' 
' that any other suitable form of geometrical 
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The circles are of course arranged in hori 
zontal rows and adjacent each row is in 
scribed a legend indicating the range in that 
particular row. , , 

The use of the check is best explained 
by describing the operation of making out 
a check for a stipulated amount, say, for 
the sake of example, three thousand, four 
hundred, twenty ?ve dollars and thirty 
seven cents. in ?lling out the check for 
this amount, the operator makes, with a 
pen, a circle about the numeral “3” in the 
horizontal row 18 of the panel 15 and 
draws a horizontal line to the right end of 
the row, as shown. He next draws a circle 
about the numeral “4” in the row 19 and 
draws a horizontal line to the right of this 
row, and treats the numerals “2” and “5” 
in the rows 20 and 21 in a similar manner. 
ll’hen the panel 15 is then inspected it ‘will 
clearly indicate the amount of the check. 
The provision of the circles, above de 

scribed, is an additional protection and is 
useful as follows: Assuming that the amount 
of the check is that above speci?ed, the 
maker of the check writes within' the suc~ 
cessive circles of the lowermost row 26 the 

“3?” “4t,” “2377 “5777 “377 “779 
which according to the legend immediately 
above this row will indicate the amount of 
the check in agreement with the amount 
indicated by the pen encircled numerals in 
the different rows of the panel 15. 

In the practical carrying out of the inven 
tion, it is preferable that the entire panel 15 
and the rows of circles be printed in some 
color other than blue or black so as to con 
trast strongly with the colors of inks ordi 
narily used. It is-also preferable, though 
not necessary that the chemical composition 
of the ink used for printing the panel 15 
and circles be such that in the event that a 
check falsi?er were to attempt to remove the 
pen indications by an ink eradicator the 
panel and circles would be hopelessly 
blurred and smeared so as to indicate that 
an attempt had been made to alter the check. 

Fig. 2 is the same as Fig. 1 except that 
instead of employing numerals themselves 
in the squares of the panel the names of the 
numerals are spelled out. 

Fig. 3 varies from the Fig. 1 in the par 
ticular that the rows 18 and 19 of the panel 
are separated from each other and the row 
19 is separated from the rows 20 and 21 
which are together, the legends being be 
tween the rows. 

In Fig. 11, the panel 15 includes the rows 
18 and 19, designating thousands and hun 
dreds, respectively, as in Fig. 1, but the row 
28 next below the hundreds row has in 
scribed in its squares numerals in multiples 
of ten, ranging from’zero to ninety. The 
lowermost rowm29 is the same as the lower 
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most row 21 in Fig. 1 and indicates units, 
or single dollars. This form of the check is 
also provided with a panel 30 formed of 
intersecting horizontal and vertical lines 31 
and 32, respectively, de?ning two horizontal 
rows 38 and 34: of squares within each of 
which is inscribed a series of numbers. The 
numbers in the upper row are in tens rang 
ing from “0” to “90” and those in the lower 
row are units ranging from “O” to “9.” 
This panel is adapted for use in designating 
the cents in the amount of the check, the 
maker drawing a pen circle about the proper 
numerals and running a line to the right in 
each row. Adjacent the panel 30 at one end 
is the legend “Cents.” This form of check 
is also provided with the columns of circles 
at its right end as in the previous forms. 

lln Fig. 5, in place of the panel 15, ll pro 
vide a panel 35 which is the same in forma 
tion except that the rows 36, 37, 38, and 39 
have inscribed therein numbers indicating 
“thousands,” “hundreds,” “tens,” and “units” 
of dollars, and the legends may be omitted 
excepting the word “Dollars.” Disposed 
below the panel 35 is a panel 40 identical 
with the panel 30 and having there adjacent 
the legend “Cents.” 
vided with 
used in the same manner as the previously 
described forms. 
From the foregoing description and a 

study of the drawings it will be apparent 
that T have thus provided a check which 
may be’ quickly and easily ?lled out in a 
clear manner but yet which will be practi 

This form is also pros 
vthe columns of circles, and is 
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cally incapable of being falsi?ed or altered . 
and which will consequently be a great safe 
guard to the maker. 
While I have shown a few modi?cations 

in the formation and arrangement of the 
numeral bearing panels it will be understood 
that l reserve the right to make such varia 
tions in the form and arrangement. as will 
fall within the scope of the subjoined claim. 

It will also be understood that in ?lling 
out the check the selected numeral may be 
crossed or punched or otherwise designated 
instead of following the method of encir 
cling the. numeral and running a line 
through the numerals on the right hand. 

I claim: 
A check having inscribed upon its face a 

plurality of horizontal and vertical lines 
arranged in intersecting relation and de?n 
ing a panel consisting of a plurality of 
horizontal rows of squares, the squares in 
the successive rows having inscribed therein 
numbers arranged in sequence and designat 
ing in the respective rows “thousands,” 
“hundreds,” “tens,” and “units” represent 
ing the ‘dollars in the amount of the’ check, 
said check having further inscribed upon its 
face a plurality of circles arranged in hori 
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zontal rows with the number of circles in in said panel, and the. check having further 
each successive row decreasing by one, the inscribed upon its face adjacent eachrow 
circles in the successive rows being adapted of circles numbers indicating the maximum 10 
to have inscribed therein numerals designat- and minimum amounts writable in the row. 
ing the amount in dollars and cents of the In testimony whereof .1 hereto affix my’ 
check and conforming to the amount desig- signature. ' 

‘ nated by cancellation of the proper squares J OHN KOPECKY. 


