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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known vthat I, HERBERT BARNETT, a 

‘subject of the King - of Great Britain, re 
- siding at Kansas City, in the county of J ack 
son and State of Missouri, have invented 
new and useful Improvements in Oil-Cans, 
of which the following is a-speci?cation. 
This invention ‘oomprehends improve 

ments in metallic oil cans. _ ' - 

The primary ‘object of the invention re 
sides in the production of a can of the above 
stated character which'is simple in con 
struction, durable and efficient in use, and 
one wherein/provision is made of a. body 
for the can so designed to enable the opera 
tor to ?rmly grasp the bottom of the can 
when it becomes necessary to lift or tilt 
the canwhen in a ?lled condition; ashere 
tofore the necessary gripping action on the 
can without the liability of such slipping 
or dropping from the hand of the operator, 
more especially in view ofthe nature of the 
contents of the can, could not‘ be success 
fully obtained. \ 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention consists in the novel features, 
details of'oonstruction and combination of 
parts which will hereinafter be more fully 
set forth, illustratedin ‘the accompanying 
drawing-and pointed out in the appended 
claim. » ‘ " " ' -' ' 

In the drawings: - 
Figure 1 is a perspective view‘of an oil 

can illustrating the same in a tilted position 
by the operator; _ 

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional View; and 
Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view. 
Referring more particularly _t0'v the ac 

companying drawing, the preferred embodi~ 
nientof the invention illustrated in the ac 
companying drawin ‘is that of an oil can 
comprising a cylin rical body portion. 5, 
a ?lling opening 6 provided centrally \in the 
inverted conical-shaped top 7, and the bail 
8 is piyotally mounted in the ears Qadapted 
to be grasped by one hand of the operator 
when the can is either being conveyed or 

' tilted. 
The chief characteristic of this invention 

is the provision of- a novel form of bottom 
10 so designed to adapt the contents con 
tained in the can body 5 to be poured there 
from through the spout 11 without any lia 
bility of the can slipping or dropping from 
the other hand of the operator, as clearly 

shown in Fig. 1 of the drawing.‘ To this 
end, the bottom 10, on an axial horizontal 
line is stamped or depressed inwardl to 
provide within the can. body a substantially 
U-shaped hand grip 12, and so designed to 
facilitate a ?rm grasp of the hand within the 
recess .13 thereof. In other words, the hand 
grip 12 by being struck inwardly of the bot 
tom 10, permits the bottom 10 of the can, 

' upon thev transportation or storage thereof, 
° to sit in a ?at condition, preventing any lia 
bility of the capsizin of the can and further 
ofthe mutilation otg the hand grip, and in 
order to afford su?icient capacity within the 
recess, the grip 12 has one of its walls 14, 
bent upon-the inner surface of the bottom 
10, the oppositewall 15 of the recess con 
nected with the wall 14 through the medium 
of the curved connecting wall 16, being bent 
in a downward and outward inclined direc 
tion from the wall .14, to provide the ?ared 
outer end 17 of the recess. opening out 
through the bottom 10 of the can. By this 
construction, it is manifest that when the 
tip ends of the ?ngers of the operator are 
inserted in‘the contracted inner end 18 there 

_'0f, the ?ared outer end 17 of the recess ac 
commodates su?icientcapacity for the hand, 
because as is obvious it is necessary for the 

/- operator to close his hand when desiring to 
obtain the necessary gripping action in the 
hand grip 12, when the can is to be lifted 
or preferably tilted. Aside from the here 
tofore referred to point of vlocation of formi 
ing the recess with respect to the bottom 
10, the former'is further provided in axial 
vertical alinement with the point of pivotal 
connection of the bail 9 with the can, conse 
quently assuming the can is of a ?ve gallon 
capacity or more, will permit the contents 
to‘be easily poured through the spout 1]. 
thereof. _ 

From the foregoing description, taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawing, 
the advantages of construction and the 
method of‘ operation will be readily apparent 
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to those skilled in the art to which the in- _ 
vention relates, and while I have described 
the principles of operation of the invention 
together with the device which ‘I now con 
sider to be the best embodiment thereof, I 
desire to have it understood that the device 
shown is merely illustrative and that such 
changes may be made when desired as are 
within the scope of the appended claim. 
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Having thus described the invention, What so bent to provide therein a recess having 
is claimed as new is :— _ a contracted inner end- and a ?ared outer 10 
Ametallic oil can comprisingiacylindrical. end, a bail pivotally connected to 'said can 

body portion provided with a closed bottom at a point in vertical alinement with the 
5 Wall stamped .at a point through the hori- point of formation of the hand grip, sub 

zontal center thereof to provide within the stantially as and for the purpose set forth. 7 
can bottom a substantially- U-shaped ?nger In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature. 15 
grip, the walls forming the ?nger grip being ‘ HERBERT BARNETT. 


