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_ UNITED STATES PATENT} OFFICE. _. 
ARTHUR WEST, or CANANYDAIGUA‘, NEW YORK. 

'To all what» mag/‘concern: . i Y > 

Be it known that I, ARTHUR WEST, a citi 
‘ zen of the United States, residing at Canan 
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'daigua, in the county-of Ontario and State? 
of New York, have invented certain new " 
and useful Improvements in Non-Slip Grips 
for Bathtubs, of which the following is a 
speci?cation. - , I _ 

This invention relates-to hand grips for 
bath tubs and similar containers and has for 
its object the provision of a comparatively 
simple and inexpensive device of this 
character, capable of being readily‘ attached 
to or detached from the rim of a bath tub 
and which, when in position thereon, will 
present a roughened surface at the rim of 
the tub which .may be conveniently grasped 

> ‘by the bather to prevent slipping or falling 

20 
during the bathing operation or when leav 
ing‘the tub after a bath. \ _ 

he invention. further aims'to provide a 
. hand grip‘ including a tubular body having 
an attaching ?ange adapted to ?t beneath 

' the rim of a bath tub and vprovided with a 
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depending portion which extends, within 
the tub and'frictionally engages the inner 
wall thereof for holding the hand grip in 
position on said rim. _ 

' The invention further contemplates pro 
viding the inner surface of the hand grip 
with a covering of yieldable material to pre 
vent scratching orv otherwise marring the 
polished‘ surface of the tub. . 

' A still further object is generally to -im— 
prove this class of devices so :as to increase 
their utility, durability and efficiency. 

Figure l‘is a perspective view of a por 
tion of a bath tub showing my improved 
hand grip applied thereto; ' 

‘Fig. 2 is an enlarged transverse sectional 
view; 
. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the hand 
grip detached and looking at the lower side 
thereof. , ' . 

Corresponding and like‘parts are referred 
to in the following description and indi 
cated in all the views of‘the drawings by the, 
same reference characters. 
The improved hand grip forming the sub 

ject matter of the resent invention may be 
applied to bath tu s and similar containers 
and by ‘way’ of illustration is shown in- con 
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nection- with'a bath tub of the ordinary 
construction in which 5 designates the body 
of the tub and 6 the ‘rim. _ ' , , _ 

The device comprises-a tubularmem'ber 7 
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preferably stamped or“ otherwise formed ' 
into substantially cylindrical sha e from a 
‘single length of resilient materia and hav 
ing its longitudinal edges spaced apart to 
‘form an. opening 8 at. the bottom thereof 
and extending the ‘entire length of the 
tubular member, as shown. One edge of the 
metal of which ‘the tubular member is 
formed is bent inwardly to form an attach 
ing ?ange 9 adapted toextend beneath‘and 
frictionally engage the. rim 6 of the bath 
tub,‘ while the other longitudinal edge of 

1 thetubular member isbent or de?ected up 
wardly at an angle thereto to form a ?ange 

-‘ 10 adapted tdbear; against and frictionally 
. engage the inner wallof the tub. The ex 
terior of the tubular member 7 is preferablyv _ 
covered b a strip of longitudinally corru 
gated rubber or other yieledable [material 11 
so as to form, a roughened surface which 
may be conveniently grasped-by the bather 
to prevent slipping or falling during'the 
bathing operation or when leaving'the tub 
after a bath. The yieldable covering 11 is 
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80 
retained‘ in position on the exterior of the - 
tubular member ,7 by bendingthe metal, at 
the outer edges of the‘ ?anges 9 and 10 to 
produce hooked portions 12 ‘which receive 
the adjacent ends of the covering 11, as‘best 

- shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings. Arranged 
within, the tubular‘ member and secured 

‘ thereto by glue or other adhesive is an inner 
lining‘ 13 also preferably formed‘ ofcor'ru 
gated rubber and which serves to prevent 
scratching or‘ otherwise marring the pol 
ished surface of the rim of the tub when the 
hand grip is applied thereto. ,The inner 
covering 13 preferably terminates short of 
the free end of the ?ange 10, as indicated at 
14, so as not to interfere with the‘resiliency 
ofthe tubular member an‘d’thus permit the 
?ange 10 to frictionally engage the inner 
wall ofthe tub with a su?icient degree of 
firmness to hold the hand grip against acci 
dental displacement onsaid'rim, The main 
body of the tubular member 7 is curved to 
conform to and encircles the major portion 
of the rim of the tub, while the ?anges 9 
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' thereon, as previously stated. 
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' yond the adjacent ends of 

Q . 

‘and 10 by engagement with the edge of the 
rim and inner wallof the tub retain the grip 
in position thereon. _ 
In using the device, the ?ange 9 is- in 

serted under the longitudinal edge of the 
rim 6, after which the main body portion 
thereof is expanded slightly and passed 
over the upper surface of the rim and in 
which position the ?ange 10 will friction 
ally engage the inner wall of the tub with 
sufficient ?rmness to hold the hand grip 

It will here 
be noted that the hooked terminal 12 of the 
attaching ?ange 9 produces a raised portion 
or shoulder 15 at the terminal of the ?ange 
which shoulder bears against the lower 
longitudinal edge of the rim of the tub and 
assists in holding the device in position on 
the tub. ' It will, furthermore, be noted that 
owing to '. ‘the fact that the inclined ?ange 
10 is spaced from the inner wall of the tu 
bular member 7, the outer wall of said tubu 
lar member will present a yi‘eldable surface 
or cushion within the tub and thus prevent 
injury ‘to the bather. The material form 
ing the outer and inner coverings l1 and 13 ' 
is preferably extended longitudinally "be 

the tubular mem 
‘ her so as to house and protect the metal and 
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'or otherwise lacerating the 

prevent the sharp edges thereof from com 
ing in contact with the bather 

' ?esh. 

While the device is preferably constructed 
' from a single sheet of resilient metal it 

35 will, of course, ibe understood that the hand 
grips may be molded or otherwise formed 
from gutta-pe'rcha or other suitable material 
possessing the requisite resiliency to retain 

. the hand grip in position on the rim of- a 
tub. 1 It will also be understood that the 
hand grips may be made in different sizes 

A and shapes to conform to different styles of 
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bath tubs and that the exterior of the tubu 
lar member may be provided with any de 
sired roughened surface toprevent slipping 
of the hands when the grip is grasped in 
the act of raising or ‘lowering one’s self 
within the, tub.v ’ ' ' " ' I 

Having thus described the "invention, what 
is claimed as new is: ' . 

1. A hand grip including a longitudi 
' nally'splittubular member adapted to fit 
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over the rim of a bath tub and having its 
‘opposite longitudinal edges‘ extended up 
wardly ‘within. said member to vprovide 
?ange's, one of which is adapted for en 
gagement beneath said rim and the other 
adapted to extend within the tub and fric- ' 
'tion‘ally engage the inner wall of said tub. 

_ 2. A hand grip including a tubular mem 
ber adapted to fit over the rim of a bath tub 
and provided with a roughened exterior sur 
face, sald member being provided with 
means for engagement beneath the rim and 
having one edge thereof extended upwardly ‘ 

and cutting - 
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within the tubular member to form a ?ange 
adapted to bear against'the' inner wall of 
the tub, and a yieldable covering secured to 
the inner wall of the tubular member for 
contact with the adjacent wall of the tub. 

3. A hand grip including a resilient tubu 
lar member curved to conform to and adapt~ 
ed to ?t over the rim of a bath tub, one edge 

‘ of said member being provided with an at 
taching flange for engagement beneath the 
edge of the rim and another edge of said 
member being extended upwardly within 
said tubular member to form a ?ange adapt 
ed to frictionally engage the inner wall of 
the tub, and a- covering for the inner and 
outer walls of said tubular member. 

-l. A hand grip including a longitudinally 
split tubular member adapted to fit over the 
rim of a bath tub and having 'one edge 
thereof adapted to extend beneath the 
lower edge of the rim and its opposite edge 
bent upon itself and, extended upwardly 
within said tubular member and at an an 
gle thereto to form a ?ange adapted to 
fritptionally engage the inner wall of the 
tu . 

5. A hand grip including a longitudinally 
split tubular member having oneedge there 
of bent inwardly to form a ?ange adapted 
to lit beneath the edge of the rim of a bath 
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tub and its opposite longitudinal edge bent . 
upwardly to forman inclined ?ange adapt 
ed to frictionally engage the inner wall of 
the tub, the material of which the tubular 
member is formed being bent upon itself 
at said ?anges to produce terminal hooks, 
and a covering extending over the exterior 
of the tubular member with its ends en 
gaged by said hooks. 

6. A hand ‘grip including a longitudinally 
split tubular member having one edge there 
of bent inwardly to form an attachin , 
?ange adapted to en age beneath the rim 0 
a bath tub ‘and itsv 051 
and upwardly , within 

ally engage 
yieldable covering entirely surrounding the 
exterior of the tubular member, and a yield 
able covering partially surrounding the in~ 
terior of the tubular member. ‘ 

' 7. A hand grip 
a- longitudinally split tubular member hav 
ing one edge thereofbent inwardly to form 
an attaching ?ange adapted to extend be 

the tubular men'1- 
.ber and at an angle to the attaching 
V ?ange to form a ?ange ' 

for bath tubs ‘including. 
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er'e'dge bent inwardly ' 

_ adapted-‘to friction- " 

the inner wall of the tub, a 

neath the rim of a bath tub and- its other ' 
edge bent upwardly and inwardly in spaced 
relation to the inner wall of the tubular 
member and ‘above the upper surface of the ‘ 
attaching ?ange to form a ?ange adapted 
to bear against the inner wall of the tub, 
and a yieldable covering for the inner and 
outer walls of the tubular member. ‘ 

8. A hand grip including a longitudinally 
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split tubular‘ member having its edges bent 
inwardly to form ?anges, one of which is 
adapted to extend beneath the rim of a bath 
tub and the other to frictionally engage the 
inner’ Wall of said bath tub, a yieldable cov 
ering for the inner and outer Walls of the 
tubular member,- means arranged at the 

?anges for securing the 

outer covering in position on the tubular 
member, the material at the securing means 10 
of one of the ?anges forming a shoulder 
adapted to bear against the inner edge of 
the rim of the tub. 
In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature, 

ARTHUR WEST. [1,. 5.] 


