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To aZZ whom ¿t may Concern.' 
Be it known that I, FREDERICK H. BRON 

NER, a 'citizen of the United States, and a 
resident of Portland, county of Multnomah, 
State of Oregon, have invented a certain 
new and useful Improvement in Self-Feed 
ing Inking-Pads for Rubber Stamps and 
the like, of which the following is a speer 
ñcation. . Y 

The object of my invention is to provide 
an inking pad which is adapted to contain 
a body of ink suflicient to last for a substan 
tial length of time; furthermore, a pad 
which may be readily and conveniently 
charged with ink, that is to say, neither re 
quiring much time nor muc-h attention in 
this operation. 

It is further my object to ink my pad 
by the process of absorption directed from 
the bottom of the inking layer upward, in 
stead of from the outer or top face of the 
pad downward; because the latter mode of 
applying the ink requires the ink to be 
spread evenly over the surface, and since the 
process of absorption is slow, it requires 
considerable time to properly ink a pad, es 
pecially if the same is of some size. 

I attain my object by providing my pad 
with an ink ‘storing cavity, and with means 
for distributing the ink from such cavity 
evenly throughout the inking pad. The 
construction of my device will be readily 
understood by having reference to the ac 
companying drawings, in which: 

Figure I shows a sectional perspective, 
the dotted lines indicating the portion cut 
away, and the stopper for the inking cavity 
being also shown, but as removed from the 
cavity; 

Fig. 2 shows the grooved face of the ink 
distributing disk or layer; 

Fig. 3 shows a portion of the wire cloth 
constituting a perforated layer placed on 
the ink distributing layer; and 

Fig. 4 is a detail of the stopper for clos 
ing the ink holding cavity of my pad. 
The base, a, is preferably cast in a suitable 

form, of some gelatinous material. The ge 
latinous composition which I use is substan 
tially the same as that used for making the 
rollers of printing presses, which, as well 
known, consists of “table syrup” approxi 
mately 26%, glue 50%, glycerin 22%, and 
oil of peppermint 2%, the latter ingredient 
having a. tendency to harden the gelatinous 

mass, and, furthermore,,serves to eliminate 
the offensive odor of the glue. Said base 
is made with an ink-holding cavity ZJ. c is 
the ink-distributing disk or layer, prefer 
“ably made of rubber, or other material im 
pervious to the ink, and it is formed as 
shown in Fig. 2, that is to say, it has an 
opening d at the center corresponding with 
the cross-section of the ink-holding Ácavity Z) 
of the base, and from such cavity radiate 
ink-feeding grooves e, 7”. It is also made 
with concentric rim-like protrusions g, It, the 
.longer ink-distributing grooves f leading to 
the circular surface z' between the rims g, ì't, 
and the shorter ink-feeding` grooves e leading 
to the surface j within the rim g. On the cen 
ter of the ink-distributing layer o is placed 
a perforated layer le, which may be made of 
any suitable material, but I have found it 
convenient to make the same of wire inter 
woven, and in this way obtaining an undu 
lating surface serving to keep the layer of 
absorbent material Z, preferably made of 
felt-«which constitutes the working surface 
of the pad-»spaced from the ink-distributing 
layer c, and so permits the latter to prop 
erly fulfil its function of evenly distribut 
ing the ink from said cavity over the under 
surface of the disk Z. 
In constructing my pad I ñrst lay the 

disk of felt in the bottom of the mold, the 
latter being preferably adapted to cast the 
base a. of the shape shown. Then I lay the 
wire over the center of the disk'and cover 
the wire with the ink-distributing layer or 
disk c, the grooved face of the latter resting 
on the wire, and then cement or otherwise 
fasten the disk c in place on the felt disk Z. 
Preferably the top surfaces of the rims g, Í?, 
are cemented to the felt and then serve to 
keep the gelatinous substance from run 
ning into the disk, ink grooves and surfaces 
between said rims, while molding the base 
a. I then insert a tube where the cavity Ö 
is to be formed, then pour the gelatinous 
substance, of which the base is to be formed, 
into the mold. 
m represents the stopper for the ink-hold 

ing cavity Z). When charging the pad the 
same is inverted and permitted to remain so 
for a. few minutes to give the ink an oppor 
tunity to run along the grooves of the ink 
distributing layer @and so become spread 
over the under side of the felt layer. 
My inking pad should‘only be used with 
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good quality glycerin rubber stamp ink, the 
so'ècalled quick-dryingr inks containing more 
or less ereosote, Whi' l1 is inclined to have a 

» detrimental effect on the pad. 
,I claim 
1. An inking pad comprising a gelatinous 

base provided with an ink-holding cavity, 
an ink-distributing layer «of mat-erial im 
pervious to the ink having an opening cor 
responding with said cavity of the base and 
having ink - distributing grooves leading 
therefrom,- and a top layer of absorbent ma 
terialy constituting the mking surface, said 
vtop layer, being integrally amalgamated 
with» said gelatinous lbase around the cir 
cumferential portion of' the latter. ~ 
- Y 2. An inking pad comprising a gelatinous 
base provided with an ink-holding cavity, 
an ink-distributing layer of material im 
pervious to the ink having an opening cor 

` responding-with said cavity of the base and 
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having ink-distributing grooves leading 
therefrom, a toplayer of absorbent material 
constituting the inking surface, and a per 
forated layer between said ink-distributing 
layer and the underside of said absorbent 
layer, said top layer being integrally amal 
gamated with said gelatinous base around 
the circumferential portion of the latter; 

3. An inking pad comprising a gelatinous 
base provided with an ink-holding cavity, 
an ink-distributing layer ofk material im 
pervious to the ink having` an opening corre 
sponding with said cavity of the base and 
having inlî- distributing grooves leading` 
therefrom, a top layer of absorbent material 
constitutingthe inking surface, and a perfo 
rated layer having undulating surfaces be 
tween said' ink-distributing layer and the 
under side of said absorbent layer, said top 
layer vbeing integrally amalgamated with 
said gelatinous base around the circumfer 
entia’l portion of the latter. 

ét.` An inking pad comprising a _gelatinous 
base provided with an ink-holding cavity, 
an ink-,distributing layer of material imper~ 
vious to the ink having an opening corre 
spending with said cavity ofthe baser and 
having ink~distributing grooves leading 
therefrom, a top layer of absorbent- material 
constitutingthe inking~ surface, and a perfo 
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rated layer of woven wire between said ink 
distributing` layer and the under side of said 
absorbent layer, said top layer being in 
tegrally amalgamated with said gelatinous 
base around the circumferential portion of 
the latter. 

5. In an inking pad comprising a gelati 
nous base provided with an ink-holding 
cavity, and an ink-distributing layer of ma 
terial impervious to the ink having an open 
ing corresponding with said cavity of the 
base and having ink-distributing grooves 
leading therefrom, and further provided 
with peripheral rims inclosing spaces fed 
by said ink-distributing grooves, said top 
layer being integrally amalgamated with 
said gelatinous base around the circumfer 
ential portion of the latter. 

G. In an inking pad comprising a gelati 
nous base provided with an ink-holding 
cavity, an ink~distributing layer of material 
impervious to the ink having an opening 
corresponding with said cavity of the »base 
and having ink-distributing grooves radiat 
ing therefrom, and further provided with 
peripheral rims inclosing` spaces fed by said 
ink-distributing grooves, a top layer of ab 
sorbent material constituting the inking 
surface, a perforated layer between said ink 
distributing layer and the underside of said 
absorbent layer, said top layer being in 
tegrally amalgamated with said gelatinous 
base around the circumferential portion of 
the latter. 

7. An inking pad comprising a gelatinous 
base provided with an ink-holding cavity, 
an ink-distributing layer of material im 
pervious to the ink having an opening corre 
sponding with said cavity of the base and 
having ink  distributing grooves leading` 
therefrom, a top layer of absorbent material 
vconstituting the inking surface, a perforated 
layer between said ink-distributing layer and 
the under side of said absorbent layer, and 
a stopper for the cavity of the base, said top 
layer being integrally amalgamated with 
said gelatinous base around the circumfer 
ential portion of the latter. > 

S. An article as specified in claim 7, the 
perforated layer being made of woven wire. 

FREDERICK HENRY BRONNER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for ñve cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents. 
` . Washington, D. C.” 
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