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2 0 all whom it may concern: - 
Be it known that I, THOMAS J. O’NnILL, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Tampa, in the county of Hillsborough and 
State of Florida, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Heels; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art‘ 
to which it appertains to make and use ‘the 
same. 

This invention relates to improvements in 
shoe heels. , 
The object of this invention is to provide 

the shoe and heel with novel means whereby 
the heel may be removably fastened to the 
shoe and the heels of a pair of shoes inter 
changed so as to permit the heels to be worn 
evenly,_thus prolonging the life of the heels. 
A ‘still ‘further object of this invention is 

to provide the heels and shoes with means 
whereby the heels may be detachably secured 
to its respective shoe 'and changed when‘ 
worn over to'one side thus permitting the 
heels to be restraightened by Wear and in~ 
crease the life of the heels. 
A still further object of this invention is 

to provide a heel of this character, which 
will be simple, practical and comparatively 
inexpensive in construction and one that can 
be manufactured and sold at a low cost. 
With these and other objects inview, the 

invention consists in the novel combination 
and arrangement of parts hereinafter more 
fully described and set forth‘ in the. claim 
hereto appended. 

In the drawin 
Figure 1 is a longitudinal sectional view‘ 

- illustrating the heel and shoe equipped with 
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novel means whereb the heel may be def 
lachably secured to t .e shoe, 

Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional viewof the 
heel applied to a shoe, . . ‘ 

Fig. 3 is a similar view, 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the heel 

with my improved attachment thereon. 
Like numerals of reference designate cor 

responding parts in all the ?gures of the 
drawing. ' 
Referring to the drawing, the numeral 5 

designates a fragmentar ‘portion of a shoe 
equipped with a sole 6 w ich extends for the 
full length of the shoe from heel to toe 
thereof. _ 
A metal plate 7 is secured by the fastening 

means 8 to the heel portion of the sole 6 as 
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illustrated in Fig.. 1 and this late has its» 
peripheral edge bent downwardly and out 
wardly to provide a retaining flange 9, which 
retaining ?ange 9 extends around the‘ pe 
riphery of the plate 7 and has its forward 
edge bent downwardly and upwardly to pro 
vide a clamping tongue 10, and the terminal 
of the clamping tongue .is bent forwardly 
to provide a manipulating ?nger 11. 
The shoe heel is designated by the numeral 

12 and has secured on its upper side a plate 
13. .The peripheral edge of the plate is bent 
upwardly at right angles thereto to rovide 
a ?ange 14, the terminal of which ange is 
bent inwardly as at 16 to provide a sup» 
porting ?ange. which is adapted to engage 
the retaining ?ange 9 of the plate 7 to re- _ 
movably secure the heel in position upon 
the shoe. 
The forward edge of the plate 13 is pro 

vided with a transversely extending slot 17 , 
which slot has its inner wall located beyond 
the forward wall 18 of the heel 12. The 
extreme forward edge of the plate is curved. 
upwardly and back upon'itself as at 19 for 
engagement with the ‘under side of the 'ma 
nipulating ?nger 11 of the plate 7 to retain 
the tongue 10 of the plate 7 in the slot 17 of 
the late 13, thus the heel is held against 
a?ci ental displacement from its respective 
s cc. 

The medial portion of the plate 13 is out 
out as at 20 so as to reduce the amount of 
material to be used, thereby not increasing 
‘the weight of the heel now in general use. 

In use, the plates 7 and 13 respectively are 
secured to the shoe 5 and heel 12 respectively 
in the manner described. The supporting 
?ange 1601? the plate‘ 13 carried by the heel 
is adapted to engage over the retaining 
fiange9 of the plate 7 carried by the shoe, 

- thus the heel may be moved into and upon 
the shoe until the slot 17 registers with the 
tongue 10 and; is automatically forced into 
the slot and retains theheel in position. It 
being apparent that it is only necessary to 
raise slig tly upon the manipulating ?nger 
11 of the plate 7 releasing the tongue 10 
from the slot 17 to permit the heel to, be re 
moved and interchanged so as to cause the 
heel to wear evenly on all sides. . ‘ 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is: _ 
A detachable heel comprising 

tion, a lower plate secured to the heel sec 
tion, an upper plate adapted to be secured to 

a heel sec-v 
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a shoe, interlocking U-shaped ?anges carried 
by the plate, and a tramsyersely.v extending) 
tongue carried by the forward edge of said 
upper plate, the forward portion of said 
lower plate being‘ extended beyond said heel 
and having a recess for receiving-the trans 
yersely extending'tongue of said upper plate, 
the terminal portions of said tongue‘ andtll'e 

neieeos 

lower plate being curved transversely and 
inter-leaked. 
In testimony whereei2 I a?ix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. ‘ 
THOMAS J. O’NEILL. 

Witnesses: 
B. H. SoHoFIELD, 
Li. Sums; 


