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Be it known that I, WALTER H. DEUBENER, 
a citizen of the United States, residing at St. 
Paul, in the county of Ramsey and State 
of Minnesota, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Bags,,of which the fol 
lowing is a speci?cation. _ 
My invention relates to bags for carrymg 

merchandise and is preferably made _of 
paper or other light weight, strong material 
so that a comparatively heavy load may be 
carried conveniently with the bag without 
danger of the same tearing. The bag 18 so 
formed that it will easily fold ?at into a 
convenient shape to be carried in the pocket, 
or otherwise, and also to allow the bags to 
be conveniently packed for shipment. Gen 
erally- evaking, a bag of the character of my 

l'?giigtakes the place of the ordinary 
well-known shopping basket, or other carry 
ing receptacles, which have'long been used, 
and at the present time general conditions 
have increased the demand for a receptacle 
for carrying merchandise from the store to 
the home, especially in the case of cash and 
carry stores, giving the customer the advan 
tage of a better price and allowmg him to 
serve himself by carrying his merchandise 
to his home. _ 
In the making of a bag of paper which is 

simple in construction and inexpensive to 
manufacture, it is also desirous to have a 
bag which can be used a number of times, and 
in fact, if used with care, will last for a long 
time. I have constructed m bag with this 
in mind and with the desire to give the‘ 
user of the bag a practical and serviceable 
article at a minimum expense. 
'In the drawings forming part of this 

speci?cation : 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my bag 

made of paper, or other suitable material, , 
as it would appear when in use. 

. Fi . 2 illustrates a erspective view of the 
bag in a partially 
when not in use. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a detail of 
the bag, a portion of which is broken away. 

Fig. 4 is a cross section on the line 4—-4; of 
Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a detailed 
portion of the bag. -' 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of an alterna-, 
tive construction of a detailed portion of the 
‘bag. 

In the drawing A represents a bag which 

beci?cation of Letters Patent. 

olded, ?at, thin state, 

forms a carrying receptaclev for merchandise 
and the bag is preferably made‘of strong 
paper or other suitable material which is 
cheap and light in weight so as to perform 
the functions of a market bag, and when not 
in use it’ will collapse or fold into a ?at thin 
state so as to be easily carried. . The bag A is 
scored ‘in a single line on either side longi 
tudinally at 2, and formed with score 
lines 3, which project angularly from the 
lower end of the score line 2 and con 
nect with the score lines 4, which extend 
transversely across the bottom of the 
bage The score lines 2 extend on either side 
of the bag A, terminating a short distance 
from the bottom B of the same, at which 
point the score lines 3 connect, and the trans 
versely extending score line 5 is forined 
across or about the lower portion of the bag 
A, extending parallel to the score lines 4 and 
intersecting at the points 6, the score lines 2. 
This method of scoring the receptacle or bag 
A causes it to fold into a ?at thin state so 
that its sides 7 and 8 lie against each other 
when the bag is collapsed and not in use, 
and the bottom B will fold over against one 
of the sides and lie perfectly ?at, as illus 
trated in Fig. 2. The dotted lines 9 illus 
trated in Fig. 2, indicate lines along which 
the bag A can be further folded into a smaller 
state so as to be conveniently carried in the 
pocket or otherwise. . 
The material of the bag A is folded in 

ward at its open end 10 to form an inturned 
band 11 about, its open edge to strengthen 
the bag and providing a means for inclosing ' 
a band, such as 12, which is preferabl 
formed of heavier material than the bag 
and which is for the purpose of receiving the 
strain from a pair of handles 13, and to 
transmit the load carried by the handles to 
the entire upper edge 14 of the opening 10, 
in this manner giving a dura le construction 
to the receptacle A. The ba (1 12 serves to 
reinforce the open end 10 of the bag A and 
as the handles 13 are adapted to carry the 

' load it is desirous to have the open end of 
the bag as strong as possible and to allow the 
bag to be carried, as is illustrated in Fig. 1, 
without having the handles tear the upper 
end'of the bag. . 
In construction of the bag A, when the 

band 11 is folded inwardfthe reinforcing 
band 12, which is formed of stiff paper or 
other suitable material, is inserted beneath 
the band 11 and the ends of the handles 13 
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are attached to the band 12 by passing the 
ends of the same through the openings 11>, 
which are formed in the edge 14, and down 

_ the outer side of the band 12 and tnen up 
around the bottom edge 16 and gluing the 
ends 17 of the handles 13 to the inner sur 
face 18 of the band 12 and to the inner sur— 
face of the folded in band 11, thus securely 
fastening the ends 17 of the handles 13 to 
the inner surface of the bands 11 and 12. 
The reinforcing band 12, which is of stiff 

material is freely held beneath the margin 
or inturned band 11 of the upper edge of the 
bag A and is not secured to the inside of 
the outer walls of the bag but is free so as 
to transmit the strain carried by the han 
dles 13 to the upper edge 14 of the bag A. 
In this manner any strain carried by the 
handles 13- will not be transmitted or direct 
ed to a single point on the outer walls of 
the bag A but will be distributed by the 
band 12 to the edge 14 of the bag. The por 
tion of the handles 13 extending between 
the outer walls of the bag A and the outer 
surface of the strip 12 are not secured to 
the outer walls of the bag and thus do not 
cause any strain on the side walls at a single 
point. The band 12 is freely held beneath 
the band or inturned margin 10 and in this 
manner allows the strain to be distributed 
to the open edge of the bag A. 
The handles 13 are formed of suitable 

?exible material, such as tape or other suit— 
able material, to allow the ends to lie flat 
between the bands 11 and 12 to conceal the 
same beneath the band 11 and cause the 
strain of the handles, when in use, to be 
transmitted directly to the lower edge 16 
of the band 12 and causing the upper edge 
of the band 12 to transmit this strain to the 
inner surface of the edge 14, thus distrib 
uting the load carried by the handles to the 
entire upper edge 14 of the bag A, and pre 
venting the easy tearing of the same. This 
construction gives a carrying bag or re 
ceptacle with a neat appearance, inexpensive 
to manufacture and very durable, and ‘also 
gives a carrying receptacle With a con 
veniently shaped open end 10, and still al 
lows the advantage of carrying the load of 
the bag by the entire upper edge 14 of the 
same. Staples, such as 19, as illustrated in 

Fig. 4, may be used to more securely hold 
the ends of the handles and the bands 11 
and 12 together, if it is so desired, but the 
ordinary gluing is sufiicient to hold the 
same, as most of the strain of the body of 
the handle is transmittedto the edge 16. 

Fig. 6 illustrates a reinforcing heavy strip 
20 which can be used in place of the band 
12, two of these strips being required, one 
for each side 7 and 8 of the bag. These 
strips can be easily inserted beneath the 
band 11 and the handles 13 secured to the 
same in a suitable manner so that the strain 
of the handles is transmitted to the strips 
20 and in turn to the upper edge 14 ot'the 
ba A. 
The importance of carrying the load of 

the receptacle A and its contents by the en 
tire upper edge 14 of the same has demon 
strated itself in practical use, and adds a 
wonderful durability to the bag A, espe 
cially where the same is made of paper and 
where it is desirous to make a bag, such as 
A, of cheap material, so that they can be 
either given away or sold at a small cost, 
thus taking the place of the old market 
basket, giving a market bag of a most de 
sirable nature. ' 
In accordance with the patent statutes I 

have described the principles of operation 
of my invention, together with the appa 
ratus which I now consider to represent the 
best embodiment thereof, but I desire to 
have it understood that the construction 
shown is only illustrative and that the in 
vention can be carried out by other means 
and applied to uses other than those above 
set forth within the scope of the following 
claim: 
In a market bag having side walls and a 

bottom, an inturned upper open end formed 
on said bag, a band formed of stiff material 
freely held beneath said inturned end and 
carrying handles having their ends extend~ 
ing below the lower edge of said band and 
secured to the inner surface of the same, but 
said band and said handles being free from 
the inner surface of the outer walls of said 
bag, whereby the strain or load carried by 
said handles is distributed to the entire in 
ner inturned upper edge of said bag. 

WALTER H. DEUBENER. 
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