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To'all whom it mag/concern; 
Be it known that ‘I, IVINELELD DEXTER 

SMITH, 'a citizen of ‘the United States,'a‘nd 
a residentor th'e'city "(if Newark,"county-of 
‘Essex, and ‘State ‘of New Jersey, "have 'in 
vented a ‘new ‘and “useful Improvement in 
Pivot-Cleats, of which the following ‘is a ‘ . 

“views. full, clear,'and exact description. ,_ 
My invention relates to improvements in 

cleats for boots'and‘sho'es, and’esp‘ecially to 
a device of this character ‘which is adapted 
for use on golf shoes, thoughiit can be used 
for other purposes. In playing ‘golf’it is 
necessary in order to play successfully "to 
have shoes that will not slip on the turf or 
dirt, and it is customary to have the boot 
or shoe soles provided with cleats or hobs 
for this purpose. Such ?xed devices pre 
vent slipping, but there are disadvantages 
in their use. In making a stroke, for in 
stance, especially if the stroke is one in 
which considerable energy is used, the body 
is twisted somewhat and the driver has a 
slight pivotal movement ?rst on one foot 
and then on the other. With the fixed cleats 
or hobs this action is somewhat interfered 
with and sometimes where successive shots 
are made in this way, the twisting strain be 
ing interrupted by the ?xed cleats or hobs 
will cause a lameness or strain in the foot, 
ankle or leg. The object of my invention is 
to produce a simple device which can be 
applied to’ the sole of a boot or shoe, and 
which while preventing the foot from slip 
ping bodily, will permit an easy turning 
movement on either foot for the wearer and 
enable him to pull off a better shot than he 
would otherwise. Moreover, the device 
which embodies my invention has a tendency 
by reason of its freedom of movement to 
prevent the wearer from tearing up the turf, 
especially on the putting green. 
In consonance with this idea, my inven 

tion comprises a pivot cleat embodying two 
members, one of which is adapted for at 
tachment to the sole of a boot or shoe, and 
the other member of whichhas a pivotal 
connection with the ?rst member and is 
adapted for contact with the ground, the 
second member being roughened or con 
structed so that it will not slip on the 
ground. By this arrangement it will be seen 
that the lower member anchors itself to the 
ground, while the foot and the upper mem 

but can not slip bodily in any 

. fasten the plate to the sole. 

direction. 'Allof which will be more clearly 
‘understood ‘from the description which fol 

lows. Reference is'to be had to the accompany 
ing‘drawings forming a 'part' of ‘this 'specifi- " 
cation, in whic'h'similar reference characters 
indicate corresponding ‘parts in all the 

‘Figure 1 is an inverted plan of ‘my im 
proved device as applied to the soleof a 
tboot’o'r shoe; 

I Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail inverted plan 
offth‘e device. ' i ' 

‘Fig. 3 is an inverted plan of the upper 
member with the fastening c'lips spread out. 

Fig. 41 is a plan view of the lower mem— 
ber, and 

Fig. 5 is a cross section 
of Fig. 2. 
The upper member of the device consists 

of an essentially flat plate 10 which is pref 
erably provided with one-half 11 of an an 
nular ball race, and with outwardly extend 
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ing cars 12 which are perforated as shown ' 
at 13 in order that screws or other fastening 
devices may be passed through the holes to 

The lower mem 
ber 14 is likewise a generally ?at plate hav 
ing the complementary half 15 of the ball 
race which receives the bearing balls 16, 
these lying as shown in the two halves 11 
and 15 of the ball race. The plate 14: is 
also roughened in some way to prevent it 
from slipping on the ground, and a conven 
ient way is'to press bosses 17 which will 
project downwardly from the plate and en— 
ter the ground or turf. 

It is obvious that the plates 14 and 10 
must be held in the right relation, and a 
simple way to accomplish this is to have the 
upper plate 10 provided with projecting 
cleats 18 which can be doubled over beneath 
the edge of the lower plate as shown, thus 
preventing the lower plate from being dis 
placed but permitting it to turn freely with 
relation to the top plate. 7 
A device of the kind described is attached 

to the sole of each boot or shoe of a pair, 
and the wearer pays no attention to them in 
playing his game but makes his stroke pre- - 
cisely as he would with ordinary cleats. 
The result is, however, that while the foot 
can not slip bodily, the wearer in the natu 
ral movements of pivoting slightly or twist 
ing slightly ?rst on one foot and then on 
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the other, can do this with the greatest 
facility, and it does not in the least inter 
fere with his stroke. On the contrary, it 
facilitates the easy turning and movement 
of the body in making the stroke, and a 
player gets a much smoother stroke and a 
better “follow through” than where the ordi 
nary devices are used. 

I have shown in the drawings a preferred 
embodiment of my invention in which the 
two members 10 and 14: are provided with a 
ball bearing so that one moves freely with 
reference to the other, but it will be obvious 
that very many departures from the par 
ticular structure shown can be made with 
out affecting the invention, the essential 
thing of which is to have the pivotal con 
nection between the two plates of the cleat. 
Also it will be understood that while ball 
bearings are desirable, they are not essential, 
and that any means of keeping the two 
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plates in the right relation to each other can 
be substituted for the means shown, and 
that any suitable means can be employed for’ 
fastening the device to the shoe. 

I claim :— 
1. The combination with a golf shoe or 

the like, of a single anti-slipping cleat piv 
oted on the shoe near the front part of the 
sole, whereby the wearer can pivot on the 
cleat while the latter remains anchored. 

2. The combination with a golf shoe or 
the like of a single cleat provided with 
downwardly projecting bosses, said cleat be 
ing pivoted on the shoe near the front part 
of the sole, whereby the wearer can pivot 
on the cleat while the latter remains an 
chored. 

WINFIELD DEXTER SMITH. 
\Vitnesses : 

WARREN B. HUTGHINSON, 
M. G. O’DoNNnL . 
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