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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, SAMUEL S. GILBERT, 

citizen of the United States of America, and 
resident of South Weymouth, in the county 
of Norfolk and State of Massachusetts, have 
invented new and, useful Improvements in 
Toy Houses, of which the following is a 
speci?cation. . . 

This invention relates to toys and more 
particularly to toy building structures of the‘ 
character adapted to be readily assembled 
and disassembled without the use of tools. 

‘The objects of the invention are to provide 
a structure which may be quickly and easily 
assembled without the use of bolts, screws 
or vthe like, which therefore comprises a 
minimum number of parts and no small 
parts, which is strong and substantial when 
assembled, which can be rapidly disassem 
bled, which can be packed or stored in a 
small space when disassembled, which can 
be manufactured. at small ‘costand which 
posseses other advantages for use in the toy 
art. ‘ y 

The invention is illustrated, as embodied 
in a toy house in the accompanying draw 
ings in which, . ' 
Figure 1 is a top plan View of the base 

of the house; 
Fig. 2 is a section of the base on line 2——2 

of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of three wall 

sections; , 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the base 

showing some of the wall sections in posi— 
tion; 

Figs. 5, 6, and 7 are perspective views of 
three forms of clip employed in the construc 
tion. i i 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the base 
and wall sections of the house assembled to 
gether; and y, ‘ v 

Fig. 9,is a vertical central section of the 
completely assembled house, the section be 
ing taken in the plane of line IS—8 of Fig. 8. 
The particular embodiment of the _inven-' 

tion shown for‘ the ‘purpose of illustration 
comprises a base B formed of two parts 5 
and 6', ‘wall sections W1, W2, W3, etc.,, clips 
6,, C2, C3,etc., roof sections R1, R2, R3, etc., 
and a roof center piece R. 
_ The base B is octagonal in outline and 
may be formed of wood, paper-board or 
other suitable material. ‘The two parts of 
the basal; and b’ are joined together by 
means" of hinges It and: it’, that they may 

be folded together when disassembled from 
the wall sections. The upper face of the 
base B is provided wvith a plurality of 
grooves G1, G2, G3, etc., to receive the lower 
ends of: the wallsections NV” W2, W3, etc. 
These grooves have the same cross sectional 
shape as the lower ends‘ of the wall sections 
and this shape is preferablyrectangular as 
illustratedin the drawings. ' ~ 

‘ The wallsections are preferably somewhat 
thinner than the ‘base, as shown, and may 
be formed of the same or other suitable ma 
terial. ‘While the shape of the wall sections 
may be varied to suit various ‘plans of con 
struction they are preferably con?ned to 
three general. shapes shown in Fig. 3, viz., 
?rst, rectangular and full wall height such 
as W,, second,,inverted L and of full wall 
height as ‘W, and, third, rectangular and 
less than full ‘wall height such as‘ The 
full height rectangular sections W1 are em 
ployed to form a solid wall, whether ex? 
terior ‘oi-‘interior, and vary in width to suit 
conditions of space;,the inverted L sections 
W, are employed to form doorways or win 
dows, two of the sections preferably being 
employed together with the bases of the L 
sections juxtaposed; and the low rectangu 
lar sections W3 are employed in the forma 
tion of the windows, these sections being 
adapted to ?ll the spaces between the win— 
dows and the floor. In addition to these 
three wall section shapes other more or less 
ornate shapes may be employed. In Figs. 
8 and 9, for example, two sections W4 and 
W5 are employed respectively to form the 
opposite sides of alarge interior doorway. 
The clips 0,, (32,03, etc., shown in Figs. 

5, 6, and7, are ?tted over the upper edges of 
the. wall sections as illustrated in Fig. 8 
to assistv in holding the wall sections firmly 
in position.v The straight clips C, are em 
ployed along a straight ‘wall and are so 
positioned, as to extend acrossthe joints in 
the wall. For thepurpose of strengthening 
the walls, it is su?icient to extend the clips 
only short distances along theywall on op 
posite sides of the respective joints but in 
order to make a ?nished appearance and 
incidentally to make the structurelstill more 
ri id the clips are extended into contact 
w1th each .other. The angle clips C, are em: 
ployed where two walls meet (at an angle 
and the Y clips C,{ are employed where 
three walls meet obliquely. .Where, two 
walls we at right angles all Tehatied clip 
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C4 is employed as illustrated in Fig. 8. The 
clips C1, C2, G3, etc., are preferably ‘formed 
of a sti? material such as steel which will 
not be readily deformed by ordinary usage. 
The roof sections R1, R2, R3, etc., are sub 

stantially triangular in outline and may 
be formed of the same material as the Wall 
sections. The tip piece R is pyramidal in‘ 
shape and is provided with recesses around 
the edge of its base to receive the upper ends 
of the roof sections R1, R2, R3, etc. Lugs Z 
are provided on the inner sides of the roof 
pieces near their lower ends to engage the 
top of the Walls and assist in maintaining 
the roof in position. Similar lugs Z’ may 
be provided to engage the base of the 
pyramidal piece‘ R; ' 
,l/Vhile I have speci?cally described my 

invention as embodied in‘ a single physical 
structure it is to be understood that I desire 
to protect the novel features of the inven 
tion when applied to any building structure 
irrespective of its shape or plan. 
What I claim is: 
l. A toy structurev comprising a base hav 

ing a marginal groove, “a plurality of 
grooves extending‘ in different directions 
within the space delimited ‘by said marginal 
groove‘ and a superstructure ?tting into the 
grooves. 

2. A toy structure comprising a base hav 
ing‘ grooves in its upper face and a super 
structure'wdetazchably associated with the 
base’, said'b‘ase being made in sections of sub 
stantially equal area and jointed so‘ as to 
be folded together when dissociated from 
the superstructure. 

3. A toy structure comprising a base hav 
ing a marginal groove in its upper face, 
a plurality of grooves extending in di?'erent 
directions within the space‘ delimited by said 
marginal groove and a plurality of wall 
sections adapted to be mounted‘ in said 
grooves in juxtaposition to‘ form a con 
tinuous marginal wall’ with‘ a plurality of 
partition‘ walls inclosed therein. , 

4. A toy structure comprising a base hav 
ingv'a'lmarginal groove‘ in its upperhfajce, a' 
plurality of grooves extending in‘ different 
directions within the space delimited by 
said marginal groove,v a plurality of wall 
sections adapted‘: to be mounted‘ in said‘ 
grooves in juxtaposition" to‘ form a“, con 
tinuous marginalwall with‘a plurality of 
partition walls in‘closefd’ therein, and means 
for detachably connecting‘thel adjacent wall _ 
sections. 7 ,_ 

,5‘. A toy structure’comprising'abase hav-_ 
ing’ grooves in' its upper‘ face, a plurality of 
wall sections‘ adapted‘ to be mounted in said 
grooves‘; in" juxt'apdsi?ioii, and clips‘ fitting 
ever the upper edges of adjacent wall sec‘ 
tions; ‘ ' , ., j 

6. A toy structure comprising a’ base hav— 
ing grooves in its? upper‘ face‘, a’ plurality 

of wall sections adapted to be mounted in 
said grooves in juxtaposed angular relation 
ship and clips ?tting over the edges of the 
sections to hold them together. 
.7. A toy structure comprising three sec 

tions ?tting together in angular relationship 
and a clip having three branches adapted to 
fit over the" edges of the three sections so as 
to hold the sections together. 

8. A toy structure comprising a base hav 
ing‘ a‘ groove in its upper face, and a plu 
rality of wall sections adapted to be mount 
ed in said groove so as to form a continuous 
wall, one of the sections having an over 
hanging" portion adapted to extend into jux 
taposition with the next adjacent section so 
as to form a window or doorway thereunder. 

9. A toy structure comprising a base hav 
ing a groove in its upper face, and‘ a plu 
rality of wall sections adapted to be mount 
ed in‘ said groove so as to form a continuous 
wall, one of the wall sections having the 
shape of an inverted L so as to form a win 
dow or doorway under the base of the L. 

10. A toy“ structure comprising a plurality 
of triangular sections adapted to be ?tted to 
gether in pyramidal form, and a tip piece 
having recesses to receive the tip ends of the 
sections. 

11. A toy structure comprising a base hav 
ing a marginal groove in‘ its upper face, a 
plurality of wall sections adapted to be 
mounted in said groove in juxtaposition to 
form a marginal wall, and said base having 
a plurality of grooves in its upper face ex 
tending in different directions within the 
space delimited by said marginal groove, a 
plurality of wall sections adapted to be 
mounted in said last named grooves in jux 
taposition to form partition walls, means for 
detachably connecting said last named wall 
sections together and means for detachably 
connecting said marginal wall with adj accnt 
partition walls. 

v 12. A toy structure comprising a base hav 
ing a marginal groove in its upper face, a 
plurality of grooves extending in di?'erent 
directions within the space delimited by 

. said marginal groove, a plurality of wall 
sections adapted to be mounted in said 
grooves in juxtaposition to form a continu 
ous marginal wallwith a plurality of parti 
tion Walls inclosed therein and a plurality 
of roof sections ?tted together and adapted 
to rest on said marginal wall. 

13. A toy structure comprising a base hav 
ing a marginal groove in its upper face 
and a plurality of grooves extending in dif 
ferent directions within the space delimited 
by said marginal groove, a plurality of wall 
sections adapted to be mounted in said 
grooves in juxtaposition to form a continu 
ous marginal wall with a plurality of parti 
tion walls inclosed therein, a plurality of 
triangular roof sections adapted to be ?tted 
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together in pyramidal form and a tip piece 
having recesses to receive the tip ends of the 
roof sections. 

14. A toy structure comprising a foldable 
base made in sections of substantially equal 
area provided upon its upper face with a 
marginal groove and a plurality of grooves 
extending in different directions Within the 
space delimited by said marginal groove, a 
plurality of Wall sections adapted to be 
mounted in said grooves in juxtaposition to 
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form a continuous marginal Wall with a plu 
rality of partition Walls inclosed therein, 
clips adapted to ?t over the upper edges of 
adjacent Wall sections to hold them together 1.5, 
and a plurality of roof sections ?tted to 
gether and adapted to rest upon said mar 
ginal Wall. 

Signed by me at Boston, Massachusetts, 
this 16th day of January, 1918. 

SAMUEL S. GILBERT. 

?ve cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. G.” 


