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UNITED STATES PATENT onr‘ro'a. 
HORTON C. WILLIAMS, 0]? BIG RAPIDS, MICHIGAN. 

COLLAPSIBLE CHAIR. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HORTON C. WILLIAMS, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Big Rapids, in the county of Mecosta and 
State of Michigan, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Collapsi 
ble Chairs, of which the following is a 
speci?cation. 

This invention relates to collapsible 
chairs and more particularly to a child’s 
chair which may be employed in the nur 
sery and also as a high chair. 
Ordinarily children’s chairs which are de 

signed for disposal upon an ordinary chair 
in order that they may serve the purpose of 
a high chair embody means for connection 
with the back of an ordinary chair and as 
ordinary chair backs are of varying hieights it 
is not infrequently the case that the child’s 
chair will be supported either too low or too 
high. Furthermore, when such a chair is 
attached to the back of an ordinary chair, 
there is likelihood of over-tilting of the or 
dinary chair or slipping 0f the child’s chair 
from its engagement with the back with 
consequent injury to the child. The present 
invention, therefore, has as one of its pri 
mary aims to provide a child’s chair so con 
structed as to adapt the same to be disposed 
and securely fastened upon the seat'of an 
ordinary chair so that whether applied to 
one chair or another it will be supported at 
the proper height and- also, being disposed 
upon the seat of the ordinary chair instead 
of upon the back thereof, will be ?rmly and 
securely supported and not liable to tilt or 
become otherwise displaced. , 
A further aim of the invention is to so 

construct the chair that the same ‘may be 
readily collapsed when not in use so as to 
occupy but little space, the chair being fur 
ther so constructed that it will be automati~ 
cally collapsed as soon as the rear portion of 
the seat is slightly lifted, and on the other 
handit may be readily unfolded or set up 
merely by lifting upon thelupper portion 
of the back rest. . As a result the chair of 
the present invention maybe conveniently 
manipulated while the child is being held 
in the arms. I _ . 

v A further feature of the invention resides 
in the ‘novel means provided for securing 
the chair of the present invention upon the 
seat of an ordinary chair so as to positively 
prevent displacement and at the same time 

increase the locking force which serves to 
hold the chair in set up condition and 
against collapse. 
In the accompanying drawings: - 
Flgure 1 is a perspective view of the chair 

embodying the present invention in use as a 
high chair; 

Fig. 2 is a similar view but illustrating 
the chair adapted for ordinary use; 

Fig. 3 is a vertical front to rear sectional 
view through the chair in set up condition; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the chair 
folded; , 

Fig. 5 isa horizontal sectional view in de 
tail on the line 5—5 of Fig. 3. 
The chair embodying the present inven 

tion is supported by means of leg frames, 
one indicated in general by the numeral 1 
and the other by the numeral 2, and each of 
these leg frames is preferably formed from 
an integral length of bar metal bent to form 
spaced parallel side members 3 and a trans 
versely extending connecting bottom mem 
ber 4 which extends between the lower ‘ends 
of the side members 3. At points adjacent 
the juncture of the ends of the connecting 
members 4 with the lower ends of the side 
members 3, the said connecting member is 
bent so-as to form an upwardly or inwardly 
arched portion 5. Thus the intermediate 
portions of the connecting members 4. of 
the two leg frames will be spaced above the 
floor surface or above the upper surface of 
the seat of an ordinary chair upon which 
the chair embodying the present invention is 
disposed, the rest portions of the leg mem 
bers being the bends forming the said 
arched portions and these bonds being pref 
erably covered by means of short lengths 
of rubber tubing 6 ?tted thereon and serv 
ing as pads‘ to prevent scratching of any 
polished surface upon ‘which the chair of 
the invention may be disposed. As clearly 
shown inthe drawings, the leg frames are 
assembled with their, side members 3 cross 
ing each other and the frames are pivotally 
.connected by means of the shanks 7 of eye 
members 8, as shown in Fig. 5 of the draw 
ings, the eye members serving for the con 
nection of the ends of the strap which is to 
secure the chair in place upon the seat of an 
ordinarv chair. This strap connection com-v 
prises a short length 9 which is connected 
with the loop or eye 8 at one side of the 

‘chair and which carries a buckle 10, and a 
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longer strap 11 which is adjustable at one 
end with the buckle 10 and which at its 
other end is provided with a snap or other 
suitable fastening 12 for engagement with‘ 
the eye member 8 at the other side of the 
chair, it being understood that in employ 
ing the strap connection, the strap 11 is to 
be passed beneath the seat of the ordinary 
chair upon which the chair of the invention 
is disposed and connected with-the ‘buckle 
10. as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings. 
The seat structure of the chair includes a 

nursery seat, indicated in general by the 
numeral 137 and an auxiliary seat 111, and the 
seat, 13 is disposed between the spaced par 
allel side members 15 of a seat frame, which 
frame is preferably formed from an integral 
length of barqmetal bent to form the said 
side’ portions 15 and a connecting member 16 
which extends transversely between the rear,v 
ends of the said side members 15. Suitable 
securing: elements, suchffor example as 
screws 17, are passed through openings in‘ 
the side member 15 of the seat frame and are 
secured in the edges of the seat 13, the seat 
being in ‘this manner securely mounted 
within the seat‘ frame.‘ ’The auxiliary seat‘ 
14 may be hingedly or otherwisefconnected 
with the seat 13 and as will be observed by 
reference to Fig. '3 of the drawings, the rear 
edges of the two members of the seatrare 
spaced forwardly from the connecting mem 
ber 16 of the seat frame so that the side mem 
bers 15 of this frame extend rearwardly be 
yond the 'rear side of the seatf Intheir said , 
rearwardly' extending portions, the‘ side 
members 15 havetheir lower edges formed 
with notches 18 designed to receive‘ the end 
portions of'a. rod 19 which is secured at its v 
ends through the upper "ends of the side 

mentv’of the rod 19 in the notches 18, serving 
to lock the chair in set up condition and, 
therefore, prevent collapse ofrthe same. a The 
rod 19, serves‘ also to relatively bracethe up- _ 
per ends of theside members of the said; 
leg "frame 1.‘ The upper ends of theside 
members 30f the-leg frame 2 are pivotally ’ 
connected, as indicated by-the numeral 20, 
with the seat 13 vat‘ the ufrorwardicorners H 
thereof. ' 

, The back rest of thechairucomprises side, 
members 21 which are relatively :braced by» 
means of cross ba1‘st22, the space between 
which maybe occupied by rods 23 or any‘ 
other suitable elementsva?'ording a rest‘ sur 
face, and, the lower ends of the side, incur. 
bers 21 of the back rest are pivotallyJ con}. 
nected, as indicated by f the numeral, 24:, to 
the ends'of the rod 19.v IVThe’ chair also in 
cludes two arm rests preferably formed from , 
suitable lengths of bar metaland indicated 
in general bythe numeral 25 and, each of 
these armtrests has .a downwardly extending _ 
forward {portion 26 tlpivotallygjconnected .‘as 
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at 27 , to the'upper ends of the, side members 
3 of the leg frame 2, and downwardly ex 
tending rear portions 28 pivotally connected 
at their lower ends as at. 29 with the side 
bars 21 of the back rest above the pivots 211. 
The usual strap 30 may be employed to ex 
tend between the arm rests 25 so as torhold 
the child in the chair. "'“I -' 
From the foregoing description of the in 

vention it will ‘be understood that the chair 
-‘ embodying the same is designed for applica 
tion to‘ an ordinary chair by disposing the 
lower ends of its leg frames upon the upperf 
surface of the ordinary chair in, the manner 
shown in Fig. 1v of the drawingsv and then 
vtightening the strap 11. ' VVhen-sq secured 

so». 

in place the‘chair of the invention will- be: 
‘effectually held against displacement andwas ' 
the weight imposed upon the ordinarychair ' 
is located directly above the seatinstead of; 
‘upon the back as has heretofore been; ous-,,_ 
tomary, there is no likelihood ,of tilting or,_ 
overturning of the chair. By reference to 
Fig. 3 of the drawings it willbe apparent that‘ _ _ _ 

r in order to collapse the chair of the invention 
it is only necessary to lift upwardly uponw, 

, the connecting member'16 of the seat framev 
to disengage the walls of the notches ‘18 from _. 
,the rod 19 whereupon the chair-will ‘settle 

. by its own weight to collapsed. conditionin - 
‘which condition it is clearly illustrated in. N 
Fig. 4 of thedrawings. _,On the other hand v ' 
when it is desired to restore the chair to set w 
up condition it 1s only necessary to grasp 
the upper sidelojf the back of the chair and 
lift upwardly thereon ‘until the rod 19 ._be— 

ice ‘. . 

comes engaged in the notches18 whereupon 
the chair will, be locked in its set -_up condi- . 
tion[ ‘It will further be apparent-that. inas 

‘ _ _ I much as the, securing straps ‘9' and 11 are 

members: 3 ofthe leg frame 1, the engage-v, 
“1.05. ,7 

connected in effect to the pivots for the leg; 
frames, andwhen these straps are tightened,» “I 
‘a downward ‘pull is exerted upon the pivots‘. ,‘ , 
tending to spread the upper ends of thelegw, 
frames apart,;this strain ‘causes/the rod 195,’ 110 
to seat more ?rmly ‘and. securely, in theq. 
notches 18 so as to effectually preventtacci-nh 
dental collapse of the chair. throughtany 

c slightjupward movement, of the rear sideofi r 
115 ..». the seat, and it is preferable ,thatthe walls 

of thenotches 18 be inclinedodownwardly; U 

and forwardly, asiclearly, .shownQiniFig-3 so as to further insureof ?rm engagementdofs-p 
the rod:19 vin the said notchesin the set up; i, > 

' - 1207 I = ‘condition. of the chair. ‘ ~ 
Having thus described the invention, what’. . 

is claimed as ‘new is: v 
1. In achair oftheclass described, leg 

frames each having spaced side members, the} ' 
frames being pivotally connected with, their 
side members in crossed relation,'.a seat to 1 
the forward corners ofwhich theupper ends); 
of ‘one leg frame are pivotally connected, a- I. ' 

_ rod extending between the upper’ ends ofithe 
»other leg frame, spacedzbars ri 'dlytszecu-redu 
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to the sides of the seat and slidable over said 
rod and provided in their lower edges with 
notches to engage said rod, a back rest piv 
otally connected at its lower end to the up 
per ends of the last-mentioned leg frame, 
and arm rests pivotally connected at their 
forward ends to the forward corners of the 
seat and at their rear ends to the back rest 
above the pivotal connection between the 
back rest and the leg frame. 

2. In a chair of the class described, a seat, a 
leg frame pivotally connected at its upper 
portion to the forward portion of the seat, a 
leg frame disposed in crossed relation to the 

' ?rst-mentioned leg frame and pivotally con 
nected therewith, interlocking elements upon 
the upper end of the last-mentioned leg 
frame and the rear portion of the seat, a 
back rest pivotally connected at its lower 
end to the last-mentioned leg frame, arm 
rests pivotally connected to the ?rst-men 
tioned leg frame and to the back rest; and a 
securing strap having connection at its ends 
with the leg frames substantially at the 

‘ pivots connecting the said frames. 
3. In a chair of the class described, crossed 

pivoted leg frames, a securing strap having 
connection at its ends with the pivots for the 
leg frames, a seat to the forward portion 
of which one leg frame is pivotally connect 
ed, the seat having a frame member extend 
ing beyond its rear side and provided with 
notches, and a rod carried at the upper end 

B 

of the other leg frame and engageable in 
said notches. 

4. In a chair of the class described, crossed 
pivoted leg frames, a securing strap having 
connection at its ends with the pivots for 
the leg frames, a seat to the forward por 
tion of which one leg frame is pivotally con 
nected, the seat having a frame member ex 
tending beyond its rear side and provided 
with notches, a rod carried at the upper end 
of the other leg frame and engageable in 
said notches, a back rest pivotally connected 
at its lower end to the said rod, and arm 
rests pivotally connected with the ?rst-men 
tioned leg frame and with the said back 
rest. 

5. In a chair'of the class described, a seat 
frame including rigid side members and a 
connecting rear portion, the side members 
being formed in their lower edges with 
notches, a seat supported between the side 
members of the said frame and having its 
rear edge spaced forwardly from the rear 
portion of the seat frame, leg frames dis 
posed in crossed relation and pivotally con 
nected with each other, one leg frame being 
pivotally connected at its upper end with 
the forward portion of the seat frame, and a 
rod carried by the upper end of the other 
leg frame and slidably supporting the seat 
frame and engageable in the said notches. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
HORTON 'C. WILLIAMS. [1,. s.] 

copies o! the patent may be obtained for ?ve cents each by oddreulng the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Wuhinwton, D. 0.” 
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