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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS O. BUSSLER, 

of Wheelersburg, in the county of Scioto 
and State of Ohio, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Rail-Lift 
ing Tools; and I do hereby declare the fol- ' 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the invention, such as will en 
able others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same. ‘ - 
My invention relates to rail lifting tools 

and the object of the invention is to provide 
a tool of this character embodying simple 
and highly ei?cient means for readily secur 
ing a lifting purchase‘on the rail in what 
ever position it may be found, without the 
necessity of ?rst turning the rail. ' 
In the accompanying-drawing, Figure 1 is 

a view in perspective. Fig. 2 shows the use 
of the tool where the rail is lying in its nor 
mal position. Fig. 3 shows the gripping of 
the rail when lying upside down. Fig. 4 
shows the tool applied for turning a rail 
over. Fig. 5 shows rail gripped for carrying 
work-lways. Fig. 6 is a view showing the 
application of the tool of the end of a rail. 
Referring to the drawing, 1 designates the 

tool which is shown provided with a handle 
2 of convenient size and length. The grip 
ping end of a tool is slotted to form a 'aw for 
engaging the base of a rail, one wal , 3, of 
the slot being on a line approximately par 
allel with the longitudinal axis of the tool, - q _ 

' and one side wall thereof, one of~_sa1d walls while the complementary wall, 4, vis at an 
angle thereto. By this arrangement the j aw 
is given a shape similar to the cross sectional 
contour of the base of a rail. In Fig. 3 I 
have shown the tool applied to the base of a 
rail for the purpose of turning it over. - 
In order that a rail lying in its' normal 

position, as in Fig. 2, may bereadily han 
dled I provide‘a tread engaging portion 5, 
the jaw of which is formed of walls 6 and 
7 which intersect each other at approxi 
mately right angles, and two lugs 8 and 9, 
the lug 8 being spaced from, and lying in 
substantial parallelism with the wall 6, and 
the lug 9 bearing a like relation to the wall 
7. The lug 9 thus hugs one side of the tread 
and wall 7 the other, wall 6 contacting with 
the tread proper and lug 8 ?tting below‘ 
the tread and close to the web of the rail. 

The tool may be readily placed in this posi 
t1on and the center of gravity will tend to 
hold it securely in transportation. In this 
position the lug 9 forms a fulcrum and lug 

application of the leverage. - 8 is the point of 
The rail may be carried in this position 
without turning. Fig. 4' shows the use of the 
tool for turning the rail over. Here the lug 
8 'is the‘fulcrum and the lug 9 the point at 
which the lever force is applied. 

It will be apparent that I have provided 
a very simple means for effectively turning, 
or lifting and carrying, a rail and that the 
rail may be readily grasped by the tool‘ with 
out the adjustment of parts or the. necessity 
of having to previously turn the rail to pre 
sent an engageable portion to the tool._ In 
Fig. 6 I have shown how a rail maybe 
grasped at its end for a slight movement 
sidewise. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A rail lifting tool having means for 

gripping the base of a rail, and means for 
gripping the tread of a rail. 
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2. A rail lifting tool having means ‘for ' 
gripping the tread of a rail, and means for - 
gripping the base of a railcomprising a ta 
pered jaw of formation corresponding to 
that of the base. ' 

3. A rail lifting tool- having means for 
gripping the base of a rail, and a tread'en 
gaging portion - having. angular walls 
adapted to contact with the tread surface 
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terminating in a lug adapted to engage the ' 
opposite side wall of said tread, and ‘the 
other wall having a lug adapted to engage 
the under face of the tread and lie adja 
cent the web of the rail. . 

4. ‘ As an article of manufacture, a rail tool 

90 

having a jaw of formation corresponding to : 
that of the base of a rail and having a tread - 
gripping portion formed with three sur 
faces substantially corresponding to the 
formation of the treadsurface, one side and 
the base of the tread, and having one sur 
face engaging, but terminating short of the 
other side of the tread, and a handlevon said 
tool. . _ 

In testimony whereof,’I have signed this 
speci?cation. . . 

THOMAS O. BUSSLER. 
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